
 

that his employees would ever dare to 
recognize the need for having a union.  
But, he considered his employees to be 
part of one big extended family.    The 
company had family picnics, hay rides, 
and that kind of  stuff  for its employees.
  “Frosty” was a real character.    There 
were many apocryphal tales that the old 
timers would tell us college kids about the 
“Old Man.”    One story was that in the 
summer, about a half hour before he was 
ready to leave his office in the afternoon 
to go home, he would send the office 
janitor out to the parking lot to start up 
his Cadillac and 
turn on the air 
cond i t ion ing.  
Then he would 
be able to walk 
from his air 
c o n d i t i o n e d 
office directly to 
h i s a i r 
conditioned car 
f o r a 
c o m f o r t a b l e 
drive home.       
  Another story, 
that I  find hard to believe, was about his 
cigar smoking habit.  He was a cigar lover.  
He supposedly smoked the best, most 
expensive, imported from Cuba, cigars.  
The story that we were told was that once 
he purchased a box of 100 very expensive 
cigars and found an unsuspecting 
insurance agent to insure this big box of 
cigars against fire.   Then, he smoked his 
very expensive cigars and when he had 
smoked the last one, filed a claim with the 
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But where is
the majesty?

Oh Yeah?... (ed. note)
As an artist I must comment: It is a shame that

the new high school building cannot match the
majestic look of the old Portsmouth high school.
Perhaps it is best that way. The new building
appears to be just a utilitarian and hopefully func-
tional structure to house students and faculty. I
feel that the columns in front are a feeble attempt
to emulate the old building. Where will student
classes line up to have their picture taken? Oh
well, that’s just my opinion.

The Current State of
Portsmouth Schools
from an update by Ken Marotte, Scioto Voice

Numerous schools are currently in the building
process in Portsmouth. An elementary school in
Sciotoville will open during December 2005 or
January 2006. The elementary, junior, and senior
high school in Portsmouth will open for the
school year commencing in the fall of 2006.

Junior (grades 7-8) and senior (grades 9-12)
high students will spend their days in the same
building, but each will occupy separate wings.
“They will share some common spaces, like the
cafetorium,” (what? no separate cafeteria or audi-
torium) said superintendent Jan Broughton, “but
other than that, they will have their own areas.”

With a school building built in 1912, many
Portsmouth students have learned to go without
those features that many others take for granted.
Unlike the old edifices, the new buildings will have
accommodations for air conditioning and state-
of-the-art technology. Broughton voiced her
excitement: “We are really excited to have a build-
ing that accommodates our needs and the current
times.”

Current Portsmouth schools allow room for
2,079 to engage in the learning process; the new
schools will dramatically increase this number.
When finished and functional, Portsmouth City
Schools will accommodate a total of 2,843 stu-
dents-1,147 at the junior/senior high school,
1,341 at the elementary school, and 355 at the
Sciotoville school.  “Potential for growth was very 
important to us,” commented Broughton.

Future students will not be able to evade the
legacy of Portsmouth City Schools, as the new
schools will contain morsels of nostalgia and local
history. Columns and urns from Grant Middle
School, for example, have been removed, and will
be installed into one of the new schools.

The building of the new school has helped the
economy by providing work to a number of locals.
“The majority of our workers are originally from
the area, and many are even graduates of
Portsmouth,” the superintendent excitedly said,
“The pride is definitely visible.”

Demolition of the old schools will occur shortly
after they are vacated. The State of Ohio will fund
80% of the demolition effort.
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Remembrances of The 
Williams Mfg. Co.
 Anyone who grew  up in Portsmouth, 
Ohio during the 1940s and 1950s certainly 
knew  about the Williams Shoe factory on 
Campbell Avenue and probably knew  many 
folks who worked there. I think that it’s a 
safe bet that this company directly 
influenced a significant number of the 
members of the PHS Class of 1955 at 
some time or another during their lives.
 I am certainly one of these persons. After 
graduating from PHS in June of 1955 I 
was off to The Ohio State University. 
During each of my summer vacations from 
OSU I worked at Williams. It was a great 
experience because I got to know so many 
different kinds of people in the factory 
from all different stations of life—from 
scum balls to some really fine people. 
 I  was pretty fortunate in obtaining 
summer employment while I attended 
OSU.   Since my father, Frank, had been a 
chemist at the Williams Manufacturing 
Company from before I was born until he 
died from Hodgkin’s disease in 1947, I had 
an “in” with the company.  Also, Williams 
was pretty good at hiring college boys for 
the summer    as sort of a community 
service.    I don’t think that I ever earned 
more than a dollar an hour at Williams for 
my summer work, but it was steady for all 
summer and, remember, you could get a 
cup of coffee or a glass bottle of Pepsi for 
a nickel in the 1950s.
  The president of Williams was Forrest L. 
(“Frosty”) Williams.   He was through and 
through a company man and hated the idea 

insurance company.    The insurance 
company, of course, refused to pay.   Frosty 
then brought a suit in court against the 
insurance company.   The judge supposedly 
ruled that, according to the letter of the law 
and the conditions of his insurance policy 
contract, the insurance company had to pay 
his claim.
 I had a different job each summer at 
Williams and worked my way up the ladder 
from a “last puller” to my final summer 
working in the shipping department.    My 
job there was to “check” the orders for 
shoes that had been “pulled” from 
inventory and were ready to be packaged 

and shipped to the sales 
outlets all over the 
country.   If a wrong size 
or a wrong number of 
boxes had been pulled for 
the order, it was my job to 
correct it and then verify 
that the order was 
complete and ready for 
shipment from the 
warehouse.   This job was 
more clerical in nature 
than the other more 
manual jobs that I had 

had on the production lines the previous 
summers.    I almost thought of myself as 
being part of   the management  team that 
summer.    We were not under the gun of 
having production line quotas or deadlines.
    Even today, more than 50 years removed 
from my William’s employment, I have 
fond memories of my time there and the 
friendships that I cultivated.

Blaine Bierley (‘55)
 

Mike Schuler Honored
 Mike Schuler was the President of the 
PHS Class of 1958. He was an outstanding 
basketball player at PHS and went on to 
play for the Ohio University Bobcats, 
graduating from OU in 1962. 
 After OU Mike coached at Marietta High 
School, taught elementary physical 
education, and was the head basketball 
coach at Sabina (OH) High School.
 Mike’s “big break” was the opportunity 
to go with Bobby Knight to the United 
States Military Academy at West Point as 
his assistant for one year. Following 
coaching at Army, Mike returned to Ohio 
University as an assistant to Jim Snyder.
 Schuler moved to the “bigs” (National 
Basketball Association) as an assistant to 
Coach Larry Brown and his New  Jersey 
Nets for the 1981-1982 season. His first 
NBA head coaching job was with the 
Portland Trailblazers in 1986-1987. Mike 
received an almost unbelievable honor of 
being named the NBA Coach of the Year 
in his “Rookie Year.”
 Mike completed his professional 
basketball coaching career with the 
Milwaukee Bucks. He is retired now and 
lives with his wife, Gloria, in Anthem, AZ.
 Mike Schuler was the featured speaker at 
the first Portsmouth High School 
Basketball Alumni banquet which was held 
on September 15th at PHS.
 In an interview  for the Portsmouth Daily 
Times, Mike was quoted as saying, “I have 
great, great, great memories at Portsmouth. 
It was a great childhood for me, a great 
time of high school, and I have always had 
fond, fond memories.”

The subscription fee remains at $7.00 for the six issues of the Alumni Prints to be published in  2014.  This  notice will  be repeated in the December 
issue, but is  shown here for the benefit of those subscribers who might like to remit now and not worry about it over the holiday season!  Make 
checks payable to PHS Class of 1955 and mail to Bob Cook, 3341 Indian Drive, Portsmouth, Ohio 45662,

Street Re-named Mercy 
Hospital Way
 For 80 years Mercy Hospital served the 
Scioto County community on Kinney’s 
Lane. On March 1, 2013, the City honored 
the venerable institution by co-naming 
Oakland Avenue as “Mercy Hospital Way.”
 Virginia “Ginnie” Graham Wagner, a 1955 
graduate of Portsmouth High School and 
the long-time President of the Mercy 
Hospital School of Nursing Alumnae 
Association, said, “There is nothing that 
says that Mercy Hospital ever existed in that 
area. I am proud of Mercy Hospital and the 
Mercy Hospital School of Nursing. We were 
an excellent hospital.”
 Mercy’s School of Nursing was phased 
out in 1963 - fifty years ago this year - with 
commencement exercises in the auditorium 
of PHS.  At that time, a total of 369 nurses 
had been graduated, many were graduates of 
PHS, including five from our 1955 class: 

Connie Smith Enlow, Ginnie Graham 
Wagner, Janet Morrow Knauff, Sharon 
Gallagher Carpenter, and Linda Boorman 
King. 
 The Order of St. Francis of Assisi from 
Rochester, Minnesota was responsible for 
the growth and beginning of Mercy 
Hospital. The Order sold Mercy Hospital 
in 1981 and its buildings were demolished 
in late 2001. 
 To recognize the many years of her 
dedicated work with the Mercy Hospital 
School of Nursing Alumnae Association 
in 2012 the Association established “The 
Ginnie Wagner-Mercy Hospital School 
of Nursing Alumnae Scholarship” at 
Shawnee State University. Ginnie is a 1959 
graduate of Mercy. The scholarship is 
open to graduates of PHS who have 
achieved a 3.0 grade point average or 
better, and plan to attend the nursing 
program at SSU.

    Ginnie was a nurse in Portsmouth for 42 
years, 21 at Mercy Hospital and 21 years at 
the Atomic Plant in Piketon. Ginnie was 
presented with a plaque that contained a 
photograph of the old Mercy Hospital on 
Kinney’s Lane, the site of the Southern 
Ohio Medical Center Urgent Care facility. 
 Ginnie expressed her feelings on the 
occasion of her honor, “Regardless of how 
strict we thought the nuns were, they knew 
what they were doing. They taught us well. 
They taught us values, morals, and I feel like 
they made me and the rest of the nurses in 
training the people that we are today.”

PHS Basketball Coaches
‘47-’51 William “Bill” Rohr                            
 (80-29) .734
‘52-’68 George Heller                                      
 (224-137) .620  State Champ. 1961
‘69-’75 Bob Doll                                              
 (85-59) .590
‘76-’81 Richard “Dick” Hopkins, Jr.               
 (101-34) .748    State Champ. 1978
‘82-’87  Tom Smith                                         
 (108-35) .755
‘88-’91  Joe Suboticki                                      
 (94-11)  .895
‘92       Alan Hatcher                                      
 (9-12)  -.429
‘93-’95 Mike Haley                                         
 (34-30) .531
‘96-’01  Jim Rhea                                             
 (81-35) 698
‘02-      Richard “Rick” Hopkins, III

 Bob and Martha Cook presented 
this a copy of this new book to the 
school library to be used as a 
reference guide for local memorable 
history during the late 40s, 50s and 
60s.
 Gayle Hopkins, the school 
librarian accepted it with the hopes 
that students will find interest in the 
city past.
 Another copy was donated to the 
Portsmouth Public Library by 
Blaine Bierley. One more copy 
exists and we are searching for the 
proper venue for it. It is a 
compilation of  all 77 issues to date.

Our Newsletter In Book Form Presented to PHS Library

Scholarship Offers “Rain” On 
Dave Wagner
From PDT, June 1955
 It’s a lucky high school graduate these 
days who comes up with a scholarship offer 
from some college or university. Once in a 
while a more fortunate student gets two 
offers.
 Possibly the luckiest boy to be graduated 
this week from Portsmouth High is Dave 
Wagner. Dave literally has been flooded 
with scholarship offers and the total picture 
adds up to an almost believe it or not 
feature.
 Dave has been contacted by more than 
65 colleges and universities in the last few 
months. More than 15 have made four-year 
scholarship offers. The combined value of 
these offers, all over a four-year period total 
more than $100.000.
 As s result of outstanding work on the 
nation-wide college entrance board exams, 
Dave won one of the 50 Harvard National 
Scholarship awards. This is considered one 
of  the nation’s top awards.
 Amount of the scholarship varies with 
the family income of the parents. However, 
as much as $2,200 is available if needed for 
each college year and the unusual feature is 
that it applies not only to four years of 
college but to four years of graduate work 
as well.
 In addition to Harvard, Dave has a four-
year offer from the Citadel at Charleston, 

SC Value of this scholarship exceeds 
$10,000.
 He turned down an appointment to 
enter West Point because it specializes in 
engineering. Other four-year offers 
included Kentucky, Purdue, Tennessee, 
Duke, Cincinnati, Indiana and Columbia.
 Dave is interested in studying medicine 
and has decided to attend Ohio State. He 
has completed his entrance requirements 
there.
 An older brother was graduated from 
Ohio State in 1954. A second older 
brother was graduated from the University 
of  Cincinnati.
 Dave is a big boy at 17, weighs more 
than 260 stripped, is 6 feet, 3 inches and 
still growing. He was listed on All-Ohio 
football teams and recently on the All-
American National High School football 
squad.
 He carried a heavy scholastic schedule 
at Portsmouth High. He carried five 
subjects instead of four for all four years 
of high school and this included four 
years of Latin and four years of math. 
Since his sixth period daily was devoted to 
athletics he seldom had a study hall period 
in the entire four years.
 He ranked eighth in the senior Class at 
PHS in the statewide senior tests with a score 
of 196. However, in the college entrance 
board exams across the nation his grades 
were much higher than his state score.

Paul Edmund Bierley
 Leaving his native Portsmouth, Ohio, 
Bierley came to O.S.U. where he earned a 
degree in aeronautical engineering in 1953.  
However, it is for his virtuoso tuba playing 
that he is known in music circles, first with 
the 594th Air Force Band (1945-46), then as 
assistant conductor of the North American 
Aviation Concert Band (1961-76),  
Columbus Symphony (1965-81), Brass Band 
of Columbus (1984 to 2007), Detroit 
Concert Band (1973 to 2007), Hallelujah 
Brass Quintet, Ohio Village Brass (1983 to 
2007), and Arthur Fielder's World 
Symphony Orchestra (1971).    Bierley has 
been honored with membership in the 
American Band-master's Association, 
ASCAP's 1986 Deems Taylor Award, and 
various other citations. He has also 
published two volumes on the life and 
music of John Phillip Sousa, edited The 
Heritage Encyclopedia of Band Music, and 
contributed to many other publications and 
articles. Paul is a phs 1944 grad.

PHS-Upper Arlington Factoid
Did you know  that three PHS men from 
the Class of 1955 married three women 
from the Upper Arlington High School 
Class of 1955? In December of 1958 
David Rhys Wagner, a first year dental 
student at OSU, married Martha Mary 
Clark, who was a senior at OSU. In 
February of 1959 Thomas V. Stone, a 
senior at OSU, married Barbara Salsinger, 
a December 1958 graduate of OSU. In 
June of 1963 Dr. Charles W. McKelvey, an 
OSU Medical School graduate, married 
Carolyn Hart Renshaw, a senior in the 
OSU College of Medicine. Nick Huston 
was an usher in both the Wagner and the 
McKelvey weddings.
Also, in February of 1958 Carol Jean 
Kinder (PHS-1955) married Thomas L. 
Owens (UAHS-1955).

The Shake Shoppe near Coles Blvd. on the trail
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P-town club in Columbus
Wednesday Aug 21:
 Five    terrific people, excluding me of 
course, met at Marshall's in Grandview 
yesterday and shared Portsmouth Ohio 
stories.   Dr. Dan Ross, Dick Klitch, Blaine 
Bierley, Dr. Dick Hansgen, were joined by 
Joe Arganbright, Joan Klitch's cousin.    Joe 
began by presenting Dr. Ross with  a photo 
he had "received" from the San Diego 
Chicken.    Dan remembers everything or 
seems to me, and fondly recalled his 
relationship with the Chicken.   Joe stretches 
the truth a little as we P'Town guys would 
never do ;).   But he added so much in his 
banter with Dick and Dan.
 Joe and his twin brother, John, played 
basketball and baseball for Dick Hopkins at 
Grandview  High School. Hopkins has been 
credited along with Bill Newmnan, by the 
likes of Al Oliver and Larry Hisle, as 
teaching more fundamental baseball to them 
than any major league skipper. He led the 
Grandview  Legion Team to a State 
tournament with the Arganbright twins on 
the team.   Joe, of course, shares Miami and 
Dick Klitch memorable stories of teaching 
and coaching from their family gatherings.  
Thanks Mr. Arganbtright and you are always 
invited to Portsmouth gatherings we attend.
 The plethora of stories that floated in the 
Grandview  Restaurant about the Cultural 
Center of Our Universe, and the wonderful 
people from there, were entertaining and 
fun!
 I failed to mention that the wonderful 
Sarah DuPuy Rapp had said that she would 
enjoy a Der Dutchman get together in Plain 
City some time.  That would better fit her, 
who now lives in Springfield after selling the 
Rapp Ponderosa on P'Town's west side.  I'm 
sure that would help Ron Walters make 
it. Think about that please, and forward any 
ideas for a gathering time to Blaine or me.  

Sam Kegley (phs ’50)

Blaine’s Stories Available 
as a Book
 All of the nostalgia contributions that I 
have written for the 1955 Alumni Prints 
Newsletter from 2000 to 2013 are now 
available in a 290-page paperback book 
entitled “Charles Street Tales.”  
 T h e s e 1 1 0 
s tor ies about 
growing up in 
Portsmouth in 
the 1940s and 
1950s will bring 
back wonderful 
memories and 
will make a great 
gift for your 
ch i l d r en a n d 
friends.
 I have copies 
for $13 including 
shipping.  Contact 
Blaine  Bierley at 
3746 Falls Circle 
Drive, Hilliard, OH 43026. His E-mail is 
bbierley@columbus.rr.com.

Polio In Our Era
 I was reminiscing with one of my 
Portsmouth friends the other day about the 
childhood illnesses that most of us had in 
the 1940s. Things like chicken pox, mumps, 
measles, diphtheria, whooping cough, and 
the like, were pretty common while we 
were growing up.
 I remember my mother telling me (I 
wasn’t yet three years old) about the 
summer of 1940 when our whole family 
moved out of Portsmouth and went to live 
in a rustic camp cabin up on the Ohio 
River near Wheelersburg.    That was the 
summer when an epidemic of polio broke 
out in Scioto County. I guess that my 
parents figured that being out of town 
might be some protection against catching 
what was in that era a dreaded disease.
 Infantile paralysis, commonly known as 
polio, is a communicable viral infection, 
often passed between children, who are 
especially susceptible to the illness.
 According to the Portsmouth Times 
more than a dozen cases of polio were 
reported in Scioto County that summer. As 
a result government officials canceled 
many public gatherings and restricted 
children’s admittance to such events as 
Sunday school and movie theaters. The 
Portsmouth Public Library closed their 
doors to children under the age of 16. The 
Scioto County Sheriff closed a carnival in 
West Portsmouth and cancelled permits for 
several street fairs that were scheduled for 
the summer. The Portsmouth City Health 
Commissioner urged parents “to keep their 
children under 16 years of age away from 
all public gatherings of  any kind.”

Donald Thomas (phs’50)
Donald Lee Thomas, age 82,, died 
Thursday, August 29, 2013, at 
Southern Ohio Medical Center.
He served in Korea in the U.S. Army 
and was in the commercial 
refrigeration business.

 An ironic sidebar to this story was that 
Dr. Albert Sabin, who was at that time an 
associate professor of pediatrics at the 
University of Cincinnati School of 
Medicine (and who would later go on to 
develop an oral vaccine for the disease), 
came to Portsmouth on August 13, 1940, 
to do research into the illness which was 
spreading in Scioto County. Sabin, a 
nationally known authority on 
poliomyelitis, addressed the Portsmouth 
Board of Health and local doctors on his 
research findings.
 On August 14 the quarantine was 
broadened as more children became ill. A 
contagion ward at Portsmouth General 
Hospital was opened for victims of the 
disease. Water was drained from 
Dreamland Pool and the Lyric Theatre was 
not admitting children under the age of 
16.
 But on August 15, the ante was raised—
the first polio death was reported. A New 
Boston five-year-old died in the contagion 
ward of  General Hospital.
 The death led to even stricter 
quarantines. City officials closed theaters, 
parks, roller rinks, swimming pools, the 
American Legion, Eagles, and Knights of 
Columbus, as well as many other 
organizations. The Garden Theater was 
fumigated nightly after every show and 
again in the morning before opening. The 
Portsmouth High School Band received 
word that they “wouldn’t be welcomed” at 
the Ohio State Fair in Columbus as 
originally planned.
  By the end of the next week it appeared 
that the disease was on the decline. Seven 

people were released from the hospital after 
being cleared and only 10 active cases 
remained in the city. On August 28 the 
cases were down to four with only two left 
in the contagion ward at General Hospital. 
After that the epidemic steadily waned until 
it was virtually nil. However, it was a heady 
time for all the residents of Scioto County
—children and adults.
 During 1952-1955, Dr. Jonas Salk 
developed the first inoculation against 
infantile paralysis using killed virus samples. 
In 1955 Dr. Albert Sabin created an oral 
vaccination using live parts of the virus 
itself. These vaccines are credited with 
reducing the global number of polio cases 
each year from many hundreds of 
thousands to around a thousand. The 
World Health Organization has a goal of 
global eradication of  the disease.

Blaine Bierley (PHS '55)

City to Explore Naming Rights 
for Spartan Stadium 
Wayne Allen, PDT Staff  Writer, PDT 9/13
 At the Economic Development Committee 
meeting this month it was made known that 
the city of Portsmouth is exploring the idea of 
selling the naming rights to Spartan Municipal 
Stadium. Councilman Kevin W. Johnson said 
the concept is being worked on by the city’s 
Parks, Recreation, Buildings and Culture 
Committee chaired by Councilman Rich 
Saddler.
 “The concept is to start looking at our 
stadium as a resource that we can use all of 
the time,” Johnson said. “Other than the 
Kentucky Warriors and Notre Dame High 
School Football, we have not been using it.”
 Johnson cited an example for alternative 
uses, such as a recording space.
 “Todd Rungren’s Utopia album was 
recorded at Spartan Stadium. It was an 
incredible album and if you go online and do 
the research. The engineers loved it (Spartan 
Stadium) because, of the acoustics. We never 
followed up on that, why didn’t we invite other 
musicians here to record?” Johnson said.
 He said it’s important for people to 
understand the city is in the beginning stages of 
discussing this idea.
 “The basic concept is to sell the naming 
rights. In the naming rights we don’t want to 
lose the word Spartan. So, for example the 
name could be the AEP Spartan Stadium, the 
SOMC Spartan Stadium, the KDMC Spartan 
Stadium or whatever that might be,” Johnson 
said. “The second step would be to find, 
identify and contract with an entertainment 
entrepreneur to book Spartan Stadium for 
spring, summer and fall events. It would be a 
great place to have family activities, concerts or 
you name it.”
 Spartan Stadium has enjoyed a rich history 
and was once the home of the Portsmouth 
Spartans who later became the Detroit 
Lions. 

PASSINGS

Three former PHS coaches
received floodwall stars
 Three former Portsmouth High School 
basketball coaches received stars on the 
floodwall in Portsmouth in a ceremony 
held on Sept. 14, 2013.
 Richard “Red” Hopkins (deceased) was 
coach of the Portsmouth Trojans from 
1926 to 1936. During this 11-year period, 
Coach Hopkins would lead PHS to five 
state tournament appearances, including 
Final Four teams in 1927 and 1929, a state 
championship team in 1931, and a state 
runner-up team in 1934. His 1931 and 
1934 teams both won 20 games. He 
amassed a record of 168-58, and had only 
one losing season, that being in 1933 when 
the Trojans went 10-12. In the 1929 and 
1931 tournament, Coach Hopkins led the 
Men of Troy to wins over Canton 
McKinley, Ohio’s all-time winningest 
program. Five times his teams won at least 
16 games in a season.
 Coach Hopkins’ son and grandson also 
coached the Trojans. His son, Richard 
“Dick” Hopkins, Jr. (’45), was coach from 
1976-1981, while his grandson, Richard 
“Rick” Hopkins, III (’72), coached PHS 
from 2002-2006.
 Dick Hopkins, Jr.’s first two teams went 
12-8 and 11-8 respectively, competing in 
Class AAA. In 1978, PHS became a Class 
AA school, and won the state 
championship in their very first year. He 
coached the 1978 state championship team 
that was undefeated, defeating Cleveland 
Cathedral Latin in the title contest. He then 
led the Trojans to an undefeated regular 
season in 1979 going 18-0, winning the AP 
title and finishing the season at 21-1. In 
1981 he finished after a 20-4 season with a 
career PHS record of 103-34, making him 
the 4th winningest coach in Trojan History. 
The senior-junior Hopkins combination 
made history by being the only father/son 
duo to win state championships in Ohio 
history.

Top row: John Lorentz, Lee Gregg, Linda Allen, Alice Daily Roth, Lew Rayburn, Carolyn Raburn Bierley, 
Bottom row: John Rowson, Sue Fuller Hollis, Mary Alice Staten, Mike Schuler, Yvonne Literal Bowman, and Tim Thoroughman

Miss Teenfest Finalists 
 PT of  Feb. 26, 1958
Four “Miss Teenfest” finalists at 
Portsmouth High School were announced 
Tuesday after more than 100 students 
participated in the Teenfest auditions.
 Finalists are Jolinda Redding, freshman; 
Sherry Faught, sophomore; Sue Schisler, 
junior; and Judy Martin, senior.
 “Miss Teenfest” will be named after the 
finalists are introduced at Teenfest 
performances March 13 and 14 in the PHS 
auditorium. Showtime is 8 p.m.
    Miss Alberta Whitenberg and Richard T. 
Sunderland supervised the auditions. 
Money raised from the show will be used to 
help purchase robes for the PHS choir.

  “ It must have been in the spring of 1955. 
We were still enjoying the fame of ‘Night 
Train’ - which might have still been on the 
Billboard charts.”
 A smiling Buddy Morrow responded to 
the question from the distant past. Morrow, 
a spry 75-year-old, was playing a gig in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia in June of  1994. 
 Showing a remarkable memory, Buddy 
continued his recollection of PHS. “Some 
kid called our booking agency in Cincinnati. 
Our standard fee for a one-night country 
club engagement in those days was around 
$1500. The high school kid’s budget 
c o u l d n ’ t a f f o r d o u r f e e , o f 
course.   However, our Cincinnati agent 

Yea, I remember playing at the Portsmouth High School prom
knew  that we were scheduled for a gig in 
Huntington, West Virginia and then one 
at Moonlight Gardens in Cincinnati at 
about the same time. So, he negotiated a 
bargain fee for the school of  $600.”

CLASS OF 1958  

55th Reunion 
 Shawnee State 
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Sept. 13-14

2013


