Shoe-Biz Classmates

Recent photo of old Martings store looking North along Chillicothe St. Masonic Temple on right.

Terry Kouns sent this article from the Portsmouth Community Commons, dated October 12,
2005. It tells the story of the reunion of senior
management of the Williams Mfg. Co. during the
same time as our class reunion. (or why he could
not attend)
“Terry Kouns became a Vice President of Sales
for Williams Mfg. and then Vice President of Sales
for G.H. Bass Shoe Co. He later helped develop
the nationwide chain of Rack Room shoe stores.
After that he was in charge of sales for the Selby
division of U.S. Shoe Corp. He now markets his
own line of shoes called “Annie”.
Jerry Warren, at Williams was a part of the senior management team in the design and product
development department. After leaving Williams
he worked in the same area of the business for
Genesco, U.S. Shoe Corp and the Drew Shoe Co.
He recently helped design and develop a production department to manufacture shoes at the
Southern Ohio Correctional Facility. This department now manufactures footwear for all of the
inmates in the correctional system for the State of
Ohio.
Bill Rau, who provided this information, was
Vice President of Finance, Secretary and Treasurer of Williams.”
tkouns@earthlink.net
Phone 919-692-4875.
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Last Look At Our Old School

George Heller Honored

Wayne Hills Fire

The Portsmouth Metropolitan Housing Authority will be rebuilding the apartment building that was set on ﬁre by arsonists on Feb. 28.
PMHA Executive Director George Horsley said
the Wayne Hills apartment complex was built in
the 1940s and is still structurally strong. There
is a ﬁrewall in the middle of the building, so the
apartments on the west side are ruined but the
east side suffered mainly damage to the roof. A
contractor tore the roof off on March 28 so the
ﬁre department could extinguish smoldering
spots. The west side will be taken down to the
brick walls and the apartments will be rebuilt.
“When they built this, they used the same
plans as they did on military bases,” Horsley said.
“They are made of cinder block and brick, so the
perimeter is in ﬁne shape.”
Ten families were displaced from the apartments, mainly single mothers and their children.
Horsley said they were all rehoused, most of
them in the Wayne Hills complex. An arrest has
been made

New Welcome Center

On March 18, 2006, the new Scioto County
Welcome Center, located at 342 Second Street
(on the site of the former Kendrick’s Showroom
building), was opened and dedicated. Construction on the facility began in April of 2005 and
was completed two months ahead of schedule.
The total cost of the project is estimated at $1.5
million with about $1 million in state and federal
grants and another $400,000 in private contributions and donations.
The welcome center includes a gift shop ﬁlled
with local memorabilia and crafts, a canteen
area, restrooms, and an information center highlighting local areas of tourism. In addition, the
center houses ofﬁces for the Portsmouth Area
Chamber of Commerce, Southern Ohio Growth
Partnership, Portsmouth Murals, Inc., and leases
space to the Scioto County-Portsmouth Convention Center and Visitor’s Bureau.
The Welcome Center currently is open from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. throughout the week and weekend
hours will begin in April.

On April 2, 2006, George Heller will be inducted into the inaugural class of the District 14
Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame.
George Heller graduated from Portsmouth
High School in 1939 and from Western Kentucky
University with a bachelor’s degree (1947) and a
master’s degree (1948).
His Portsmouth teams had a record of 269
wins and 114 losses while playing in the very
tough Greater Ohio League (Hamilton, Middletown, Springﬁeld, and Lima) That is a winning
percentage of 70%. His teams won ﬁve league,
ten district, one regional, and one State Championship (1961). George’s 1961 team provided
him with the highlights of his coaching career as
they defeated Urbana 50-44 to win the State AA
Title and earn him Coach of the Year award.
George played at Western Kentucky on a scholarship under the legendary Ed Diddle. His college
career was interrupted by World War II when
George spent 44 months in the South Paciﬁc.
Coach Heller returned to Portsmouth in 1947
and served as reserve coach for Bill Rohr for four
years to begin his coaching career. He also served
as an assistant football coach and head basketball
coach. In 1951, Coach Heller took over the boys
program, He was Ohio Coach of the Year in 1961
and named to coach the South team in the annual
North-South All-Star game that same year.
George’s wife Faye died in 1973 after 23 years
of marriage. He has three sons, Dave an OSU
graduate who is a supervisor at Yellowstone National park, Jeff, an OSU graduate who works for
the city of Columbus, and Chris, an OSU graduate
who is an insurance executive in St. Petersburg,
Florida.

Latest News

The last bid package for the new Portsmouth
City school buildings was awarded Tuesday, March
14. WorldCom received the district’s technology
bid, which came in $50,000 less than what was
originally budgeted.
The Business Affairs Committee of the Portsmouth City School district met yesterday at the
new temporary central ofﬁce location at 923
Findlay St.
Director of business Ralph Applegate said the
technology bid will pay for wiring, ﬁle servers,
Internet services and 52-inch plasma televisions
for each classroom at the new schools. All of the
buildings will be connected to ﬁber optic cable,
which will connect the schools. The technology
is scheduled to be installed starting at the end of
May.
“I can’t imagine having a 52-inch ﬂat screen
in every room,” Board of Education member Ray

Thompson said. “The superintendent can just
ﬂip a switch and the whole system and all of the
buildings can know what’s going on. I can see so
many things with it.”
Applegate said he hopes to use money leftover from the bid for landscaping around the
new buildings. The committee also discussed the
demolition schedule of the current Portsmouth
City school buildings. The buildings are scheduled to be demolished by May 2007.
The district is working with Johnson & Oliver
law ﬁrm to seek developers who are interested in
the vacant lots after the demolition of the buildings, Applegate said, and he has met with a developer out of Dayton that is interested in the high
school site.
Applegate said they plan to move central
ofﬁces to the temporary location by the end of
March, and will determine a permanent central
ofﬁce location in fall 2007.

Old Auditorium Seats

Portsmouth City Schools Superintendent Jan
Broughton announced to PHS alumni who contributed several years ago to the refurbishing of
the PHS auditorium that the existing nameplates
from the auditorium seating will be removed as
the building is scheduled for demolition.
These nameplates will be placed on a plaque,
which will also include a picture of the auditorium, and the plaque will be placed in the new
high school as a further recognition of alumni
contribution. The seating will be auctioned with
the proceeds being placed in a student scholarship fund.

Condolences to
Phyllis Storey Van Quill

Gene Lucas has sent news that her husband
Michael passed away on Saturday, March 25.

Larry O’Brian - Big
Game Hunter

Karen Williams Fox and
Tom Williams

Karen had always wanted to visit Nam. She
had heard from friends that it was very beautiful.
She is also a registered nurse who just happens
to have a cousin who is a pulmonary-cardiac
surgeon. Most of us should remember Tom Williams. He played basketball for PHS our freshman
year and is the brother of Mike who also played
basketball during our school years.
Tom was going on a medical mission to Viet
Nam and Cambodia in November 1998 and invited Karen to go along. They were part of Medical Ministry International, a missions group from
Texas that sends teams of volunteers to bring
medical care to the poorest parts of the world
- two weeks at a time at their own expense.

New Floodwall?

The Portsmouth Floodwall Committee has
released a study to replace the aged ﬂoodwall. It
is a known fact that the present wall may not be
sufﬁcient to hold back the rising water of the Ohio
River in the event of another Katrina-like hurricane. When the wall was constructed in the late
1940s it was deemed sufﬁcient but now suffers
from old age and is outmoded. There are signs
of asbestos mold under the mural layers and may
cause health problems for those living nearby.
The new wall will be completely computerized with a narrow walk space inside for maintenance of those computers. The ﬂood gates will
be automatically closed by these computers in the
event of rising water. The computers can be controlled by laptop anywhere in the city by responsible governmental entities.
Plans are to have all the murals digitized
and placed on cds which will be rear projected
from inside the wall. They can be shown on both
sides so that they are visible to river trafﬁc. Plans
include an internal and external lighting system
so that tourists may visit the wall at night. With
the new wall in place, there will be no need for
expensive touch-up from weathering and natural
causes of the murals.
No date has been set for demolition of the

She was off to Hanoi with a medical doctor,
three surgeons and three surgical nurses. They
were impressed with the beauty of the city and
found no animosity towards Americans. They
visited the infamous Hanoi Hilton where 700
American pilots had been imprisoned. It is now
a museum.
Upon landing, they had been told that they
would not be allowed to work in the hospital in
Hanoi. Instead they were ﬂown down to Ho Chi
Minh City and drove ﬁve hours to Bao Lac where
they met hundreds of patients waiting for their
skills. Many of these people had worms, skin
diseases and high blood pressure. The team
had brought dufﬂe bags ﬁlled with medications
and surgical supplies but the doctors used their
own sterile sutures and gloves.
present ﬂoodwall, but digitation of the murals
has been started. The demolition will not take
place until after the current hurricane season.
Opponents are disappointed about the plan
saying that the ﬂoodwall is the only thing left
from the days when Portsmouth was a prospering community. City planners point out however
that such thinking is short-sighted and not in
line with the current trend of tear-down and rebuild. They point out that most complainers are
senior citizens who love to live in the past and
have no vision for the city.
jus pokin fun... Frank

Remember This? Also
Home Of Rusty Bryant

The second week found them in Cambodia,
“probably the saddest place I’ve ever been in
my life” notes Karen. “Cambodia is a dangerous
place. Everybody shooting it up. Still ﬁghting in
the North and right in the capital there is always
one faction shooting another.” There were land
mines all over, thus it seemed every other person
was an amputee. They are living at a subsistence
level.
The need was overwhelming. You do what you
can, educate as many as you can and keep at it
because the Cambodian government is not going
to help.
Would she do it again. Certainly. At his writing
which was taken from a Greenwich magazine dated 1999, Tom had given her an invitation to join
him in the Philippines. My bet is that she went.

I regret that I was not able to attend our 50th
class reunion. I am enclosing pictures of some
recent memorable trips/adventures. My wife of 21
years (Deloris Faye Davis from Portsmouth) and
myself are shown in Breckenridge, Colorado.
One of the pictures show my October 2001
Alaska Brown Bear hunt on the Alaskan Peninsula.
My trophy was 10’2” squared and is now listed in
the Boone and Crockett Club Record Book. My bear
won third award (tie) for the year 2001. I have the
full trophy mounted and displayed in my home.
The other picture is a Greater Kudu which I harvested, along with twelve additional African animals
on my most recent big game trip in May 2005 to
Namibia in South Africa.
With all our children raised and on their own,
my wife and I spend our leisure time traveling and
seeing new places. I have been big game hunting in
the Western states, Alaska, Canada and Africa since
1987.
My address is: 6100 Portsmouth Land, Davie, FL
33331-2974
Larry O’Brian

Kentucky Says...
Tear Down The Wall

The Government of Kentucky has declared
their disapproval for the replacement of the
Portsmouth ﬂoodwall. “Tear it down, but do not
rebuild it. If the wall is replaced and made even
higher, it will further widen the gap between the
two states”, stated one Kentucky ofﬁcial.
Before the present wall was built, Kentucky
citizens could either cross the river by boat or
swim and easily scale the short wall. The present
wall made it much more difﬁcult and more than
a few fell trying to get over it. Presently, and since
there are now two bridges across the river, the
wall is not patrolled. Also, it has been pointed out
that there are several openings in the wall anyway.
Portsmouth ofﬁcials have offered to meet with
the South Portsmouth Civic Association and other
interested parties, with detailed instructions on
how to use either bridge instead of the dangerous
practice of wall scaling.
Portsmouth City ofﬁcials are anxious to
peacefully settle the dispute. They point out that
West Portsmouth has been able to live peacefully
even though sometimes separated by high waters.
jus pokin fun... Frank

County Tries For
Scenic Status

The Scioto County engineer and the commissioners are trying to get the county designated
as part of Ohio’s Scenic Byway for the purpose
of bringing more tourism here. A preliminary
route, from Portsmouth to Rarden back down
to the Ohio River, has been designated to get
the paperwork started. The route includes such
sights as Roy Roger’s boyhood home, Branch
Rickey’s childhood home, The Phillip Moore
Stone House, a covered bridge, Stream Ford
and the Scioto County Welcome Center. There
are two and possibly another site that are being
proposed as scenic overlooks.
All the roads on the route are improved
routes so it wouldn’t be difﬁcult for a tour bus
to navigate it. All options of the ﬁnal route are
still open for debate.

John & Debra Lee

New email address! You can now email me at:
sunbumariz@yahoo.com

Notes from Gene Lucas

Dues for the newsletter are due no later
than June 1st. Some of you have already sent
your money, so this does not apply to you. Mail
to Gene Lucas, 1419 Second Street, West Portsmouth, OH 45663. genelucas@verizon.net
On another matter, PHS is offering a wrought
iron bench with a recessed plaque in the back
to engrave the name of the donor. The benches will be located in the courtyard at the new
school. The cost is $2000.00 This is a part of
their fund raising program. Jane Taylor Rodgers
contacted me to see if I thought our class would
be interested in purchasing one. Please make
your opinion known to me.
.

Note from Jan Coriell &
Jackie Brown

We are so very sorry to announce that Marlene Larch Brinkley lost her son, Christopher, 45,
to cancer.
Condolences can be sent to Marlene at 3526
Oaklawn Avenue, NW, Roanoke, VA 24012.

Parks Improvement

Portsmouth City Council on Monday decided
to spend $40,000 to improve the city’s parks.
Branch Rickey Park will be repaired as well as the
track at Spartan Stadium, among other things.
Other projects include repairing cracks in the
tennis courts in Sciotoville and installing lights
at Labold Field. The softball ﬁeld is near Branch
Rickey Park.
Branch Rickey Park will look a little different after its makeover. Its color will probably be
changed from dark green to light blue.

