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The Current State of
Portsmouth Schools

from an update by Ken Marotte, Scioto Voice
Numerous schools are currently in the building
process in Portsmouth. An elementary school in
Sciotoville will open during December 2005 or
January 2006. The elementary, junior, and senior
high school in Portsmouth will open for the
school year commencing in the fall of 2006.
Junior (grades 7-8) and senior (grades 9-12)
high students will spend their days in the same
building, but each will occupy separate wings.
“They will share some common spaces, like the
cafetorium,” (what? no separate cafeteria or auditorium) said superintendent Jan Broughton, “but
other than that, they will have their own areas.”
With a school building built in 1912, many
Portsmouth students have learned to go without
those
features that many others
take
for granted.
Blaine
Bierley
Dick
Hansgen
Unlike the old edifices, the new buildings will have
accommodations for air conditioning and stateof-the-art technology. Broughton voiced her
excitement: “We are really excited to have a building that accommodates our needs and the current
times.”
Current Portsmouth schools allow room for
2,079 to engage in the learning process; the new
schools will dramatically increase this number.
When finished and functional, Portsmouth City
Schools will accommodate a total of 2,843 students-1,147 at the junior/senior high school,
1,341 at the elementary school, and 355 at the
Sciotoville school. “Potential for growth was very
Jerry Warren
Don Mercer
important
to us,” commented Broughton.
Future students will not be able to evade the
legacy of Portsmouth City Schools, as the new
schools will contain morsels of nostalgia and local
history. Columns and urns from Grant Middle
School, for example, have been removed, and will
be installed into one of the new schools.
The building of the new school has helped the
economy by providing work to a number of locals.
“The majority of our workers are originally from
the area, and many are even graduates of
Portsmouth,” the superintendent excitedly said,
“The pride is definitely visible.”
Demolition of the old schools will occur shortly
afterBoren
they are vacated. TheDonna
State of McCally
Ohio will Boren
fund
Larry
80% of the demolition effort.

Here are some of the attendees at our class of 1955 annual picnic.

Wilson School Gang
Phyllis Story Van Quill

Pat Miller

Dave Marting

Don Payton
Bridget Goetz Bonzo

Blaine Bierley
Patty Conklin Newsome

Joyce Payton

Don Harris

Charlie Lewis

Jackie Buffington Carpenter

Bill Clifford

Bob Cook

Walt Ruark
Phyllis White

Nancy Witten Dancer

Bob Davison

Gene Lucas

Jo Russell

Gwen Mowery Johnson

Sue Harris

Martha Cook

Peg Wheeler

Clayton Howerton

Bill Miller

Patty Conklin Newsome

Oh Yeah?... (ed. note)

Annual Get-together

Bud Applegate

Ron Bonzo

Marilyn Warner

et al (meaning they ate it all)

Don Payton

Don Clark

John Smith

As an artist I must comment: It is a shame that
the new high school building cannot match the
majestic look of the old Portsmouth high school.
Perhaps it is best that way. The new building
appears to be just a utilitarian and hopefully functional structure to house students and faculty. I
feel that the columns in front are a feeble attempt
to emulate the old building. Where will student
classes line up to have their picture taken? Oh
well, that’s just my opinion.

Arthur Pickelheimer

Nick Huston

PHS Time Capsule

The Portsmouth Hamburger
Back in Columbus in the mid-sixties
there was a new start-up restaurant call Max
and Normas (Irmas) that produced a piece
of meat about and inch and a half thick on
a bun with all the trimmings and called it a
hamburger. Phony chefs have never looked
back and the so-called hamburger has
grown and grown in size.
The same thing happened to pizza pie.
The big chains came along and added gobs
of cheese while cutting back on the sauce
and they called it Pizza. Around this time
there was an influx of so-called chefs who
played with food, arranging a small serving
of who-knows-what in their idea of an art
form. This sucked in those elitists who
didn’t mind paying extra for the art form.
But, I digress. Back to the hamburger. A
hamburger is not just the beef but the
correct mix of just a few ingredients and
the bun. To accomplish this balance of
flavors, the meat must be of at least 20%
fat content and always flattened on the grill
to no more than 1/4 inch thick. It will be
well done and a bit crispy on the edges.
Then placed on the bun which has rested
for a few seconds on the grease of the grill
or frying pan. Lettuce? never! Tomato?
never! Onion? yes... a slice if you please.
Pickle? yes...one or two dill slices. Ketchup?
You’ve got to be kidding. Not on any kind
of meat. The finished burger needs only a
slathering of either Mustard, Mayo or
Tartar Sauce.
One can still find a real hamburger in the
hills of Southern Ohio, or the restaurants
that have migrated into the rest of the
states like Steak and Shake, the Big Boy
chains or even the miniature White Castle.
I remember a few years ago, I took my
teenage sons to Portsmouth Ohio to a
small restaurant called Hamburger Inn #1.
They were astounded at the flavor but
needed a couple more burgers than usual
due to the thinness of the meat. In later
years I took my wife to Hickies Hamburger
Inn in New Boston Ohio to sample some
of the same kind of hamburger. Oh, I
know, everyone likes something different
and lots of meat is the norm today, but I
always said... any burger worth eating is
worth cooking right!
And thankfully, one can still get the
proper pizza pie in Italy.

Gerry Brown Lenhardt, Ph.D.
Gerry Anne
(Brown) Lenhart,
Ph.D., sister of
Jackie and Roger
Brown, Debbie
Harness, Brenda
Mitchell, and
Karen Colley,
celebrated her
70th Birthday Aug.
1st. Dr. Lenhart
attended P.H.S.
and graduated
from Fairmont
High School in
Kettering, Ohio.

From the Portsmouth Times of Oct. 23, 1954:

From the Portsmouth Times of Oct. 23, 1954:

Nearly 110 students elected Tom Stone
president for the 1954-1955 school year at
the first meeting of Revelers, Portsmouth
High School dramatic club.
Only juniors and seniors are members of
Revelers. Juniors tried out for the club last
week.
Other officers are: Virginia Smith, vice
president; Jeanette Holling, secretary; Mary
Gail Drake, treasurer.
As the program for the meeting, John
Class, sponsor, gave tips on stage presence.
New senior members of Revelers are:
Darlene Riddlebarger, Connie Smith, Blaine
Bierley, Toni Reed, Sandra Fitch, Jack
Burgess, Frank Hunter, Nelson Barker and
Robert Young.
New junior members are: Mary Lou
ThackÕer, Brian Hickman, Dorothy
Eaglebrecht, Mary Sue Schroeder, Bill Hart,
Frank Collins, Vicki Staiger, Ann Whitlatch,
Letty Neff, Donna Moore, Donna Milward
and Judy Benner.
Beverly Heasley, Katherine Argeros,
Susan Dixon, Linda Ellenwood, Judy
Nelson, June Kegley, Ruth Riley, Gary
Albrecht, Tom Eckhart, Roger Bishop,
Ronald Bishop, Robert Wilson, Paul
Fournier, Marjorie Milward, Mike Brown,
Martha Erfurth and Sandy DeAtley.
Sherry Semones, Freda Fitzer, Judy
Harrigan, Joanne Rathy, Fay Fitzer, Colin
Heath, Barbara Kelley, George Ryan, Lois
Beck, Gene McGlone, David McCoy,
David Horr, Florence Robeson, Carolyn
McCulloch, Rosalie Lambert, Nancy
Wimbish, Bill Boyd, Carolyn Brown, Pat
McClave and Dona Flowers.
Emily Brafford, Doris Dever, Christina
Multer, Jeanette Holling, Toby Goldberg,
Donna Boehm, Sandra Keyes, Sue Chiles,
Gretchen Staker, Dorothy Ruhlman,
Carolyn Skaggs, Carol Gambill, Nancy Cox,
Richard Lang, John Johnson, John
Thatcher and Bill Simpson.

Portsmouth High School seniors voted
for members of Senior Council in home
rooms Friday. Each senior home room
nominated three students. Seniors voted on
mimeographed sheets for eight candidates.
Senior Council duties are to collaborate
with senior class officers, help plan all class
affairs and decide on class business. The
council made up of 12 students, 8 membersat-large and 4 class officers.
Members of the Senior Council both class
officers and members-at-large are Ken
Amick, Nancy Bower, Sharon Chiles, Mary
Gail Drake, Shirley McColloch, Charles
McKelvey, Robert Otworth, Norma Ray,
Virginia Smith, Dave Wagner and Nancy
Witten. Senior class sponsors are John Glass
and Charles McClure.

Revelers Elect Tom Stone
As New President
AMERICAN LEAGUE: New York Yankees, Chicago White Sox, Boston Red Sox, Detroit Tigers,
Cleveland Indians, Philadelphia Athletics), Washington Senators/Nationals, St. Louis Browns.
NATIONAL LEAGUE: Brooklyn Dodgers), New York Giants, Chicago Cubs, Boston Braves),
Pittsburgh Pirates, Philadelphia Phillies, Cincinnati Reds, St. Louis Cardinals

Entering the 1950s, no major league franchise had been moved in half a century. The
geographic configuration of teams was fixed, a given, essentially permanent. Major league
baseball was almost entirely a Northeast and Midwest institution.
Before the decade was over, nearly a third of big league franchises would move. Five new
major league cities would be established, including two on the Pacific coast, rendering MLB
a nationwide entity for the first time. No geographic realignment of the sport since can
begin to compare with the significance of that which took place in the 1950s, in boldness
or in scale.
And one of the 1950s moves - that of the Dodgers from Brooklyn to Los Angeles - must
certainly be regarded as the single most controversial and culturally meaningful franchise
shift in U.S. sports history.
It was a technological innovation that made MLB's move to California feasible: fast,
reliable, and cost-effective jet air transportation. Even for short road trips, the conversion
of team travel from trains to planes became nearly universal in the 1950s.
This change had an impact beyond just in-season road trips. Train travel had facilitated a
traditional practice of whistle-stop barnstorming at the end of spring training, as teams
would often make several stops along the way home from Florida or Arizona, playing
additional exhibition games and/or making publicity appearances. Plane travel helped phase
out this custom in the 1950s.
by Steve Treder, The Handball Times, March 23, 2004

www.phs1955.com has a lot of new stuff on it.

Portsmouth Greyhound Depot

HILLTOP NEIGHBORHOOD QUIZ
In this area confined to Offnere St. to the W., Mabert Rd. to the E., Kinneys Lane to the
N. and 11th St. to the South... Name the
1. Hobby Shop on Grant St. and Park
15. Grocery Store at Gallia and Kendall
2. Grocery Store at 17th and Grandview
16. Grocery Store at Gallia and Linden
3. Grocery Store at Grandview and Grant
17. Grocery Store on Thomas Ave
4. Service Station at 17th and Grandview
18. Grocery Store at 17th and Mabert
5. Service Station at 17th and Hutchins
19. Grocery Store on Garfield St.
6. Grocery Store on 19th and Timmonds
20. Restaurant at Hutchins and 11th
7. Grocery Store at 18th and Summitt
21. Grocery at Grant and High
8. Grocery Store at 20th and Grandview
22. Grocery at Vinton and Young
9. Grocery on Grant at alley betw. Mound & Center
23. Grocery just N. of 17th on Mabert Rd.
10. Theater at Robinson and Lawson
24. Grocery Store furthest up Mabert Rd.
11. Bar at 11th and Lincoln
25. Beer carryout at foot of Mabert Rd.
12. Store at Grant and Hutchins
26. What street was the Sugar Bowl on
13. Supermarket on 11th near Clay St
27. What street was Knauff’s Grocery Store on
14. Pharmacy at Grant and Grandview
28. Where was Kate’s coffee cup?

was just west of Portsmouth High School
on the corner of Moulton Place and Gallia
Street.
Since our family did not have a car in the
1940s and early 1950s, we relied on the
Greyhound bus to take us to just about all of
our out of town trips. For longer trips were
used the train, but for trips to places like
Washington Court House and Sandusky, the
bus was our primary means of
transportation.
The bus terminal (or “depot,” as many
called it) was opened just after Pearl Harbor
was attacked in December of 1941. It was
state of the art and a great example of Art
Deco architecture at the time of its
construction. Glass bricks were used in the
construction of the front and the side and
skylighting provided most of its daylight
illumination. The lobby was decorated in
pastel shades of blue, gray, and ivory

Senior Class At PHS Picks
Eight To Act As Council

From the Portsmouth Times of Oct. 29, 1954:

Big Blue Is Foe
PHS Whoops It Up For
Homecoming Tonight

Preceding the “coronation” Nancy
Bower, senior attendant, was escorted to
the stage by Dave Jordan, who will be her
escort tonight; Nancy Cox, junior, by
Charles McKelvey; Effie Vanis,
sophomore, by Jack Allen and Gail Paine,
freshman, by J. P. Distel.

Team On Stage

The pep rally opened with the calling of
the team to the stage. Bob Otworth and
Jim Gardner, co-captains for tonight’s
game, spoke briefly.
Following cheers led by the
cheerleaders, Coach Tom Watson told the
student body: “I’ve never seen a more
terrific comeback by a high school team
than the Trojans made last week. I know
they’re made of championship stuff.
Tonight’s game may be a tossup, but I
think we’ve got what it takes.”
Judy Benner, junior cheerleader,
planned the assembly. She was assisted by
Jo Ann Parker, Bonnie Rader and Pat
Webb. The Trojan Band will pay tribute to
the queen and her court when it takes
over the Municipal Stadium gridiron
between halves tonight.

Portsmouth High School students began
whooping things up this morning for their
annual homecoming football game tonight
at Municipal Stadium. The Big Blue of
Hamilton High will be the Trojans’
opponent beginning with the 8 p.m. kickoff.
Willadean Harrison, the attractive 1954
homecoming queen, got a taste of what
tonight’s ceremonies will be like when she
was crowned in a pre-game rally this
morning at the high school.
At the same time, finishing touches were
being put on the PHS Marching Band’s
program for tonight and after-the-game
dance was being arranged by the PHS
Student Council.
At the pep assembly today, Miss Harrison
was escorted to the PHS auditorium stage by
Nick Huston to be presented with her
crown by Marty Lehman, Student Council
president.

After-Game Dance

(Greyhound’s company colors), and on the
outside of the building the marquee featured
a large electric display with the Greyhound
running dog in high fluorescent tubing.
The terminal also included a modernlyfurnished grill capable of serving a variety of
short order items and full meals, telephone
booths, and parcel lockers set flush with the
lobby wall. To the right of the main entrance
on Gallia Street was a large concession area.
Beyond this point were three departure gates.
At the far end of the lobby, on the right
hand side, was the ticket counter, with
windows for four agents. Connected with the
agents’ area was the baggage room.
I remember the announcements coming
over the public address system concerning
arrivals and departures which were repeated
endlessly by the dispatcher.
Unfortunately, this building is no longer
used by Greyhound. Greyhound still serves
the Portsmouth area with a greatly reduced

schedule since bus travel has largely fallen
out of fashion. But, during the years I
lived in Portsmouth, the terminal served a
vital role at a critical point in both the
history and development of Portsmouth
and the nation. I guess I just miss
it.
Blaine Bierley

A 10-piece band will play for the aftergame dance at the high school where
Queen Willadean and her court will come
in for more honors.
Dance decorations were planned by
Kenny Amick, Mike Williams, Lynn
Smith, Donna Boehm, Norma ray, Dave
Wagner, Marty Lehman, Bob gardner,
Bob Destocki and Jerry Higgins.
Chaperones will be Mr. and Mrs. Meyer
Levine, Mr. and Mrs. Sylvan Lehman, Mr.
and Mrs. Harold Schisler, Mr. and Mrs. J.
B. gardner, Mr. and Mrs. B. L. Harrison,
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Bower, Mr. and
Mrs. Willard H. Cox, Mr. and Mrs. Gus
Vanis, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Payne and
Atty. and Mrs. Ralph Stevens.
Handstampers will be Donna Boehm,
Randy henderson, Kenny Amick and Mike
Williams.

To subscribe to newsletter please send $7 to
Gene Lucas at 1419 Second Street, West
Portsmouth OH 45663. Send info for the
letter to Frank Hunter -address on masthead.

Answers: 1. Duzans, 2. Kroger, 3. Wendelkins, 4.
Chabot’s Gulf, 5. Ernie Rase’s Sohio, 6. Don’s
Market, 7. Saylors Market, 8. Gemperline’s
Market, 9. Colvin’s Market, 10. Strand, 11.
Kilcoynes, 12. Thompson’s, 13. Shaffers, 14.
Mound Park 15. Coleman’s, 16. Moon Mullin’s
Market, 17. Kleinke’s Market, 18. Field’s Market,
19. Cottage Market, 20. The Happy Corner, 21.
Stevenson’s Market, 22. Ben Stewarts 23.
Dailey’s 24. Bond’s, 25. Doc’s, 26. Hutchins, 27.
Mabert Rd., 28. 11th

