Tom Bond
Thomas Darryl Bond, loving son, caring
father and devoted husband, passed away
Monday, Oct. 13, 2008, in Tempe, Ariz., at
the age of 71 after a long and courageous
fight against Diabetes.
Tom was born Sept. 10, 1937, in
Portsmouth and graduated from PHS in
1955. He excelled in math and accounting
and was a gifted basketball player. After
graduation, he moved to Dayton and
started working at the Chrysler
Corporation. He was employed for 17 years
as a production supervisor and met his
wife, Cheryl, with whom he recently
celebrated 36 years of marriage. An avid
sports fan, he loved playing as many sports
as he could, sometimes spending five to six
nights playing in different ball leagues.
In 1975, they moved to Glendale, Ariz.,
to start a new chapter in his life with his
family. His love of sports continued as
Tom played in as many softball leagues as
Cheryl would allow. He was also active in
his childrens’ lives and shared his love of
sports with them. He prided himself as a
walking sports almanac who could recite
names and statistics of almost any sporting
event. He was a coach for the Cactus Wren
Ball Club for many years and also served as
a board member and president of the ball
club. His hobbies included painting, golf,
woodworking and reading. He loved to
travel by road and see as much of our great
country as possible. In 2006, he
accomplished a lifelong dream of traveling
to each of the 50 States by taking a cruise
to Alaska with his family.
He is survived by his 91-year-old
mother, Ruby Brickey; wife Cheryl; brother
Phillip Bond; sons Darryll, James Scott and
Scott Allen; five grandsons and faithful
companion Mandy.

The Way it Was

I lived on Mabert Road exactly one mile
from the school. All the kids walked to
school and back home every day. The
PCSD did not have school busses. Walking
to school was not bad because it was
slightly down hill. Going home was all
uphill.
Garfield School (now Happy Hearts)
did not have a cafeteria, gymnasium, or
auditorium, just classrooms. If you tried to
walk home for lunch, in my case a two mile
trip, you were likely to be late getting
back. Lunch usually consisted of a package
of cheese crackers, baby ruth candy bar and
a bottle of pepsi. Once in a while we could
go to one of the restaurants and eat a bowl
of chili, if you could afford it.
Our basketball team had to walk to
Wilson school to practice after school, one
mile from Garfield school, then walk the
two miles home. I calculated that I walked
3,000 miles to and from grade school.
We walked when it snowed or rained.
The only weather emergency we had was
the 1950 blizzard which shut down the
entire city for a week. During high school
we rode the city bus for ten cents each way
but hey, that is another story.
Gene Lucas

Mollie Harrison

After a valiant struggle with many health
issues, Mrs. Burle (Mollie) Harrison died
October 4. Mollie was the mother of
dearest friend and classmate, Deanie
Harrison Stone and my own "other
Mother" since third grade. Those of us
who knew and loved her best understand
that we are the poorer but Heaven is much
richer and our only comfort is the fact that
Mollie and Deanie are now reunited for all
eternity.
Jackie Brown

A Visit to P-Town

On the Saturday before Thanksgiving, I
flew up to Columbus from Orlando, rented
a car and drove down to visit my mother,
who will be 97 on December 7th. She is
living at Heartland of Portsmouth, so I
checked in at the Super 8 just a half mile
South. After a short visit with mother, I
met Gene Lucas at Buffalo Wild Wings for
a couple of cool ones and then back to the
hotel for the evening.
Sunday morning Gene and I had
breakfast with Bill Clifford at Patsy’s Inn,
then over to Gene’s in W. Portsmouth and
to his church.
Monday I visited Mr. Arthur Lard at the
new High School. His class printed this
issue and those to come. Afterwards, I went
into the school courtyard to see and
photograph the park bench our class
donated and our tennis team bricks.
Wouldn’t you know, the camera quit on me.
I talked with the school librarian of both
the high school and the grade school about
advising the students to visit our website
and read our newsletter for historical info
about the fifties. Lastly, I stopped at the
new jail to scope out the waiting room to
compare it to the waiting room it replaced
at the train station.
Gene and I talked about continuity of
the letter if either of us become unable to
keep it going. Hopefully, one of you
reading this may step in if that becomes a
reality. If you are interested, I will be happy
to set up a dummy shell for you to of learn
on. Or you may have a word processor that
you already know how to use. Please let
Gene or me know if you are even a bit
interested.
I also took note that the Club Franklin
sign on the front page is now gone also.
Frank

Jan 19, 1952 Basketball Program (note style and price of shoes from Marting’s ad on back of program)
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Greyhound Bus Lines

Portsmouth was once a major
stop for Greyhound. In fact,
Portsmouth is home to one of the
original art deco Greyhound
Stations, located next door to where
the former Portsmouth High
School building was located.
Unfortunately (some might
suggest), the city has torn down the
structure. However, a mural was
dedicated in honor of the bus
station.
After the closing of the station
on Gallia Street, the company had a
full bus stop, which sold tickets and
scheduled rides on US Route 23,
but closed the location as customers
declined. In 2003, Greyhound
continued to serve Portsmouth with
a pick up/drop off location on US
Route 23 just West of the location
of the recently-demolished Norfolk
& Western Railway Terminal.
Eventually, the busses stopped
coming to the Portsmouth area.
The biggest reason Greyhound left
the area, according to some local
“experts” was drug runners. Drug
dealers were using Greyhound to
bring drugs from Columbus, and
other bigger cities, to Portsmouth
and vice versa.
Currently, the closest stops are in
Ashland, Kentucky and Chillicothe.
Greyhound serves 28 Ohio cities,
many of which are full bus stops.
A g roup of concer ned
Po r t s m o u t h c i t i z e n s w h o
are attempting to get full service
restored, has suggested that an ideal
location would be the Kroger store
on Chillicothe Street, near two
major highways, US 52 and US 23.
They are open 24 hours a day and
could sell tickets, making it a full
bus stop.
Blaine Bierley

Gone To Make Room For...

Portsmouth City Schools hopes to have their
new athletic complex finished by next fall. This
is to replace historic Spartan Stadium and
Branch Rickey Park which are not good enough
for today’s school board. You know, get a little
money and forget old friends. Oh well, some
call it progress.
Anyway they have had to declare eminent
domain to remove some hold-outs in the
neighborhood to get the last five pieces of
property necessary for construction.
Superintendent of Schools, Don Armstrong
stated that contractors have been selected and
are currently in the process of finalizing the site
and the budget. They have also started
preparing equipment orders for things such as
bleachers.
During the first phase, facilities will be
constructed for football, baseball and tennis
including outside basketball courts. The second
phase will include the softball field and other
unfinished projects. They hope to play football
there in fall of 2009.

How to Use Greyhound Bus
Service to Portsmouth

I think the Greyhound Corporation is mad
at Portsmouth for tearing down their handsome
station: Portsmouth is currently not even in
their fare book.
Last night I flew into Columbus returning
from doing hurricane reclamation on Galveston
Island (pretty overwhelming - if anyone wants
to hear the first-hand from there, let me know)
and not having ridden a bus ‘forever,’ I decided
to take the Greyhound from Columbus to
Portsmouth. What it requires is to get a ticket
from Klumpus to Ashland Kentucky and jump
off quickly in Portsmouth when the bus stops
for a stop light!
If you're going to do this, take only carry-on
luggage. The pause will be long enough for you
to jump off but too brief to get anything
out the cargo hold. Hilarious!
RL Mohl
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Numerous schools are currently in the building

process in Portsmouth. An elementary school in
Sciotoville will open during December 2005 or
January 2006. The elementary, junior, and senior
high school in Portsmouth will open for the
school year commencing in the fall of 2006.
Junior (grades 7-8) and senior (grades 9-12)
high students will spend their days in the same
building, but each will occupy separate wings.
“They will share some common spaces, like the
cafetorium,” (what? no separate cafeteria or auditorium) said superintendent Jan Broughton, “but
other than that, they will have their own areas.”
With a school building built in 1912, many
Portsmouth students have learned to go without
those features that many others take for granted.
Unlike the old edifices, the new buildings will have
accommodations for air conditioning and stateof-the-art technology. Broughton voiced her
excitement: “We are really excited to have a building that accommodates our needs and the current
times.”
Current Portsmouth schools allow room for
2,079 to engage in the learning process; the new
schools will dramatically increase this number.
When finished and functional, Portsmouth City
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Atomic Plantand many are even graduates of
Portsmouth,” the superintendent excitedly said,
“The pride is definitely visible.”
Demolition of the old schools will occur shortly
after they are vacated. The State of Ohio will fund
80% of the demolition effort.

Oh Yeah?... (ed. note)

OSU’s
Hopalong
Cassady

To subscribe to newsletter please send $7 to
Gene Lucas at 1419 Second Street, West
Portsmouth OH 45663. Send info for the
letter to Frank Hunter -address on masthead.

As an artist I must comment: It is a shame that
the new high school building cannot match the
majestic look of the old Portsmouth high school.
Perhaps it is best that way. The new building
appears to be just a utilitarian and hopefully functional structure to house students and faculty. I
feel that the columns in front are a feeble attempt
to emulate the old building. Where will student
classes line up to have their picture taken? Oh
well, that’s just my opinion.

Remembering Waite Hoyt
After reading Jim Kegley’s “High Notes”
column in The Scioto Voice newspaper, I
was compelled to record some of my
memories of listening to the Cincinnati
Reds on radio station WLW (700 on the
dial--a 50,000-watt “clear channel” station)
while I was growing up on Charles Street in
Portsmouth, Ohio, in the 1940s and 1950s.
When I was an “active” Reds’ fan (say
from about 1945 until I graduated from
PHS in 1955) Cincinnati, unfortunately, had
pretty mediocre teams. Their won-loss
record was always in the .400 range and they
never finished any higher than 5th in the
National League. However, we Portsmouth
fans were eternal optimists.
As you may remember, the Reds played at
home in Crosley Field. It was a marvelous
stadium. When you came out of the tunnel,
the first thing that you would see was that
bright green grass and the smell of beer, hot
dogs, and cigars-and the noise! It was just as
every sense came alive when you went to
Crosley Field for a ball game. It was a
cacophony of sound and color.
But, trips to Crosley Field were few and
far between for a poor boy on Charles
Street. As I mentioned before, I grew up
listening to Waite Hoyt broadcasting the
Reds’ games. My most vivid memories are
of summer nights when people sat out on
their front porches with the radio on and
literally being able to walk down the street
without a radio and not to miss a single
pitch because you could hear the radios on
each individual porch. Later on, we could
watch the Reds on television, but, to me,
nothing quite matched up to the great
feeling of sitting on your front porch and
listening to Waite Hoyt.
To refresh my fading memory, I checked
the Major League Hall of Fame web site
about Waite. People of my generation
remember Hoyt as a broadcaster, but, he
was a Hall of Fame caliber pitcher long
before he came to Cincinnati as the voice of
the Reds. I believe that his radio work
overshadowed his stellar pitching career.

Waite Hoyt was born in Brooklyn, New
York, in 1899. He was signed by John
McGraw for the New York Giants at the
age of 15. His major league career lasted
for 21 years, and he pitched for the Giants,
the Boston Red Sox, the New York
Yankees, the Detroit Tigers, the
Philadelphia Athletics, the Brooklyn
Dodgers, and the Pittsburgh Pirates.
His years with the NY Yankees
(1921-1930) were his most famous. Hoyt, a
right-handed pitcher (who won 237 games
in his ML career), was the ace of the 1927
Yankees with a 22-7 record. He was part of
the team that became famous for having
“M ur der er s’ Row”-th e Ya n kees’
unmatchable batting power-players like
Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Bob Meusel, Tony
Lazzeri, Earle Combs, Mark Koenig, and
Joe Dugan-to name just a few. The team
batting average was .307. But pitching, as
they say, is the real source of baseball
success. Yankee manager Miller Huggins,
who won six pennants in the eight years
from 1921-1928, had a four-man rotation:
Hoyt, Shocker, Pennock, and Ruether, plus
a relief specialist named Moore. Hoyt,
Shocker, and Moore ranked one-two-three
in the American League in winning
percentages. Ruth, Gehrig, Combs, Lazzeri,
Hoyt, and Pennock are all members of the
Hall of Fame.
Hoyt finished his career with a win-loss
record of 237-182 and an ERA of 3.59.
By the time he retired in 1938, he was the
winningest pitcher in World Series history.
He was inducted into the Baseball Hall of
Fame in 1969.
After retiring as a player, Hoyt went into
radio broadcasting. His reign on WLW
lasted from 1942 to 1965. As the play-byplay man, he was the fans’ link to the Reds.
He became as much a celebrity with the
Reds as he was while he was a player.
Perhaps what we remember best about
Waite Hoyt was his ability to entertain his
radio audience with anecdotes during rain
delays. Longtime Reds’ fans will tell you the

rain delays were as enjoyable (if not more
enjoyable) as the games. The night Babe
Ruth died in 1948, Waite ad-libbed two
hours after the game.
Waite Hoyt retired from full-time radio
broadcasting in 1965. He passed away in
1984 at the age of 84.
Three brief sidebars before I close:
One of the things that sticks in my
memory about listening to Waite Hoyt
broadcast the Reds was the way he did the
away games. During the era that I
remember, he didn’t travel to the away
games. He would receive the basic
information (“Jones flies out to left”) over
a teletype in the studio and he would use
his knowledge and imagination to recreate
the situation for the listener. He might
make it a routine play or jazz it up a bit by
describing a diving catch. He also had the
capability of using sound effects-the crowd
roaring or the sound of a ball hitting a bat.
I’m convinced that many of his listeners
didn’t know that he was always in
Cincinnati when the Reds were away.
Waite was a longtime member of
Alcoholics Anonymous. In 1978, at the
Old-Timers’ Day, he said wistfully that he
would have won 300 games if he had
stopped drinking during his playing
days. After joining AA, he remained sober
for more than forty years.
Another favorite memory I have on this
subject is of my PHS Class of 1955
classmate Kenny Amick. Ken was as big a
fan of the Reds as any at PHS. His
ambition, as published in the 1955 Trojan
Yearbook, was “To manage the Cincinnati
Redlegs in the World Series in 1965 and
beat the Cleveland Indians.” During the
baseball season Ken kept us entertained in
homeroom (while simultaneously copying
Anita Apel’s homework) by imitating the
previous night’s Reds’ highlights in the
manner of Waite Hoyt, “Another one hit
into Burgerville!”
Blaine Bierley

PHS Time Capsule
From the Portsmouth Times of Dec. 3, 1954:

Varsity Squad Introduced In
Pep Assembly

PHS students met in the auditorium this
morning to cheer Coach George Heller and
the 1954-1955 basketball squad for the
Greenfield and Ashland games tonight and
Saturday.
The cheerleaders began the assembly
with “B-A-S-K-E-T.”
Following more
cheers, Nancy Bower, senior cheerleader,
called the team to the stage.
Coach Heller introduced his assistant,
Coach Dick Hopkins, and´ his squad and
two senior managers, Charles McKelvey
and Ken Amick.
Members of the varsity squad are Jerry
Higgins, Bill Clifford, Don Frazier, Jim
Duncan, Mike Williams, Chester Corbett,
Jerry Copley, Larry Sunafrank, Milton
Parker, Curt Gentry, Billy Spinks, Bruce
Johnson and Tony Price.
Coach Heller spoke to the enthusiastic
students saying: “This is our first ballgame
and Greenfield’s fourth, so we have our
work cut out for us. We’ll be in there
pitching all the way.” The student body left
the auditorium to the chant of “We want
victory.” Miss Bower planned the assembly.
She was assisted by Willadean Harrison, Jo
Ann Parker, Judy Benner, Bonnie Rader
and Pat Webb.
From the Portsmouth Times of Dec. 15, 1954:

Seniors Stage Carnival At
PHS Tonight

Seniors of Portsmouth High School had
a short assembly Tuesday to complete

preparations for the Christmas carnival
tonight from 6:30 to 10:00.
Concessions at the carnival will be in the
basement of the high school. A minstrel
show will be presented in the auditorium at
7:15 and again at 9:00.
The nine committees for the carnival
concessions met Tuesday afternoon to
complete final arrangements. Senior council
members are serving as chairmen for the
committees.
Ken Amick is chairman of the minstrel.
In the cast are Lynn Brown, Peach
Thompson, Jim Gardner, Mary Ailstock,
Ruth Ailstock, Janet Morrow, Shirley
Morrow, Lois Beck, Gary Kerns, Donna
Milward, Sandy Keyes, Carolyn McCulloch,
Annette Lewis, Jane taylor, Sue Shump,
Carol Gambill, Opal Kiourtsis, Leroy
Bryant, Roger Bishop, Connie Yuenger and
Jim Wooten.
A “ghost house” will provide the note of
mystery for the carnival. Tom DuPuy,
chairman, assisted by Mary Chamis, Darleen
Riddlebarger, Nick Huston and Jerry
McColgan, are constructing the house and
collecting appropriate articles.
“Troney’s Basketball” and other games
will give carnival goers a chance to test their
skill. Bob Otworth, Dave Wagner and
Clayton Howerton are chairmen.
Marty Lehman, general chairman, and
Ken Amick, senior class president,
announced that a Glenn Miller Orchestra
album will be one of the grand prizes.
John Glass and Charles McClure, class
sponsors, are supervising plans for the
carnival.

From the Portsmouth Times of Dec. 18, 1954:

News Class of 22 Covers
PHS Events

The News Class of Portsmouth High
School continues to “cover the news” for
The Portsmouth Times again this year.
The class has doubled its membership
in order to take over also the job of
writing and setting up a new school paper,
the Student Prints, which they publish biweekly.
The 22 students in the group use The
Times as their model for study of news
writing. Members of the class also do the
type-setting of the school paper, the
photography, including printing and
enlarging, and the cartoon work for each
issue. The class gets regular practice in
feature writing, straight news coverage
and news planning for articles in series
from its work for The Times.
Now in its 14th year of work for the
school, the news class continues to be a
junior and senior group. The class makes
a yearly field trip to The Times to study
production methods and learn newspaper
principles first hand.
Miss mary Elizabeth Schwartz is the
teacher. Members of the class include:
Jeanette Holling, Martha Erfurth, Opal
Kiourtsis, Blaine Bierley, Carol Gambill,
Betty Bierley, Dona Flowers, Bill Boyd,
Terry Kouns, Eva Strauss, Ann Witlatch,
Frank Hunter, Judy Benner, Homer
Adams, Jerry Gillen, Bob Hobstetter,
Toby Goldberg, Martha Flack, Mary Ann
Carter, Dick Lavengood, Martha Flack,
and Janet Coriell.

Friends at King and Neil Avenues in Columbus

The year was 1958. We were all just 20-21 years old. Jack Burgess and Annette (Lewis),
Dick Purpura and Donna (McCally), Dick Hansgen and Linda (Grierson), Kenny Payne
and Marilyn (Grierson), Bill Hildebrand and Carole, and a couple of single guys Nelson
Barker and myself. We were all living together at one time or another in a castle-like
apartment building on the corner of King and Neil Avenues in Columbus Ohio one
memorable summer. Dick, Kenny, Nelson and myself were fraternity brothers. Jack,
Annette, Donna, Linda and her sister Marilyn, Bill and Carol. Dick Hansgen was a former
roommate in 1956, but
from another fraternity, Bill
was up from OU in Athens,
Jack just out of the army,
and the girls had joined boy
friends or husbands in this
off-campus setting.
The common thread was
that we were all from
Portsmouth, Ohio. I don’t
r e m e m b e r w h o wa s
working and who was not,
but money was really scarce.
Frank Hunter

Anna Ruth Irvin Wilder, Alice Dailey Daum-Coen, Cheryl Dresbach Fenneken & Bill, Bob Dawson, Lee Gregg, Melinda Moss Casali, & Sally Perry Duffey.

Roosevelt School

Named after Theodore Roosevelt, our
26th President, Roosevelt Elementary was
located on Coles Boulevard. Completed at
an approximate cost of $121,000 and
opened for classes in 1930, the new
building replaced two framed portable
structures that were located at Cole’s
Boulevard and Cedar Street. In 1956 four
new classrooms and a gymnasium were
added. The building was closed in 2006
and students were moved into the new
Portsmouth Elementary School that same
year. Roosevelt was razed in 2007.

Becky Fugitt Wood, unknown & Mike Schuler (Pres.), Carolyn Estepp Sutton (Secty.), unknown & Bill Perkinson, Carolyn Rayburn Bierley, & Sam Polo
(Treas.)

Class of 1958 50th Reunion

Barbara & Tom Wood,

Charlie Pairan

The PHS Class of 1958 held their 50th Reunion on September 12th & 13th at
the Shawnee State Park Lodge in Friendship, Ohio. Needless to say, a good
time was had by all. This was the first time in fifty years that all four of the
class officers were able to attend. They were: Mike Schuler, President.; Tim
Thoroughman, Vice President; Sam Polo, Treasurer; & Carolyn Estepp Sutton,
Secretary. Charlie Pairan drove his restored 1955 Chevy convertible up from
Jacksonville, FL, & parked it in front of the lodge for the duration of the
reunion.

