Harold Lee Lansing

Lee Lansing, 71, of Portsmouth, died
Wednesday lanuary 14, 2009 in New Port
Richey, FL. He was born in Portsmouth
April 20, 1937 to the late Harold Given and
Lisa Estep Lansing. He was a member of
the Bethany Baptist Church in West Liberty,
Kentucky and a retired 27 year employee of
the former Empire-Detroit Steel Corp., a 38
year member of the Nauvoo Masonic Lodge
and a 1955 graduate of PHS.
He is survived by his wife, Dolores Evelyn
Bradley Lansing, whom he married
December 14, 1979 in Wise, Virginia; four
sons, Harold L. "Chip" Lansing, Jr., Charles
A. "Chuck" Lansing, Michael Lansing, and
Jeffrey D. Lansing; two daughters, Julie
Lansing; Gina L. Landenberger; one stepson
Donald Logan; two step-daughters, Sharon
Miller and Peggy Fisher, 27 grandchildren
and 11 great-grandchildren. He was
preceded in death by one sister Eleanor
Green.

Brian Dale Lucas

Gene’s beloved son, Brian Dale Lucas, 49,
of West Portsmouth, died Monday, Feb. 23,
2009, at his home.
He was born Nov. 14, 1959, in
Portsmouth, to H. Eugene Lucas and the
late Marianne Wessel Lucas. Brian was a
1978 graduate of Portsmouth West High
School and a graduate of Columbus State
College. He was a former employee of the
Bureau of Workers Comp in the State of
Ohio for 25 years. He was a member of
Nauvoo United Methodist Church and
Nauvoo Masonic Lodge No.769. He was a
motorcycle enthusiast and never met a
stranger. Along with his father, Brian is
survived by a brother, Barry E. and Angie
Lucas of West Portsmouth; an aunt,
Sharon Wessel, and an uncle, Jerry Wessel,
both of West Portsmouth; a niece, Jessica
Lucas; and two nephews, Nicholas and
Adam Lucas. He is also survived by several
aunts, uncles and cousins.

Donald William Clark

Donald William Clark 5r., 72, of
Portsmouth, passed away Jan. 29, 2009, at
Southern Ohio Medical Center. He was
born July 11, 1936, to the late Wayne
Stevens Clark Sr. and Florence Lillian Bond
Clark.
Don was a retired engineer for the
Norfolk and Western Railroad. He was
honored with a star on the floodwall for
transportation. He was an Army veteran of
the Korean conflict, a graduate of PHS
class of 1958, special deputy, poll worker,
and president of the four seasons camera
club."
Surviving are daughters, Catherine Clark,
Donna West, and Carol Clark; son, Donald
William (Jeannette) Clark Jr.; four
grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; his
brothers, Wayne Stevens (Patricia) Clark Jr.,
and Thomas Clark.; his devoted sister, Julia
Clark; his fiance, Connie Rich and her
family; and many nieces and nephew

Dow Ramsey
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Jim Kegley
and
A Guy I
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This Is!

Myself
and Bud
Stockham

Some Thoughts On Friendship
I moved to Portsmouth in the summer of
1950 and enrolled in the eighth grade at
Highland school. I didn’t know anyone, not
any to call a “friend”.
After school, I always stopped at the
“Sugar Bowl” for a nickel bottle of coke
and watched kids play the pin-ball
machines. A really big kid came in one day
as I was losing my spending money, said he
had just finished his paper route. He
watched me play, finally saying “you want
me to teach you how to win free games?”
he did, and we took turns playing off the
“free” games we won together. The start of
a long friendship with Lee Lansing.
Lee, Jim Stockham, Shirley Sheets, Sandy
DeAtley and I spent hours after school and
evenings at Sandy’s house. Shirley, her
cousin played piano and we had a great
time. Over the PHS years, we drifted in and
out of many relationships with others but
Sandy’s front porch was the meeting place
to discuss our lives and where we were, or
were going.
I still have my 1955 Trojan yearbook and
pull it out once in a while to look up a face
mentioned by Frank Hunter or Blaine
Bierley.
Having left Portsmouth the last day of
school in 1955, I dropped off Joe Berthe
(did you know his middle name was
“Lucious”?) at the Columbus airport where
he was flying to New York City, on my way
to Boardman, Ohio.

My 1950 Chevy
and
Doris Martin

I talked to Jim Lauter and Ralph Riggs a
few years ago before they passed away.
It seems that I have moved a lot in my
42 years with JCPenney. Eleven moves to
be exact, but in 1962 I returned to
Portsmouth for a selective service exam
(one of the few exams I ever aced) and
looked up Lee Lansing and spent an
evening with him. Since that day we
promised each other to stay in touch, and
we have. Deborah and I stopped to see
Lee and Delores at their Summit Street
home in 1990. We called or sent notes at
least twice a year since our 1962 gettogether. He always spoke well of the guys
who stayed in Portsmouth and would call
to tell me who he had recently talked to.
Usually it was Bill Meade.
Lee was my oldest and trusted friend for
59 years. Delores called me last week to
inform me of his death. A great friend is
gone. May God bless and keep him.
Wishing Delores and their family the best
and our prayers. John and Deborah Lee

Ronald Dow Ramsey, 70, of Portsmouth,
Ohio, died Sunday, Jan. 18, 2009, at Ohio
State University Medical Center.
Dow was a graduate of Portsmouth High
School class of 1956 and was a U.S. Navy
veteran. He was a resident of Fort Myers,
Fla., from 1974 to 2002 where he was a U.S.
Postal Worker before returning to
Portsmouth, Ohio.
Dow is survived by his children, Vicki
Frye and Jeff Ramsey of Fort Myers, Fla.,
and Greg Ramsey of Canal Winchester,
Ohio; grandchildren, Jenifer, Jill, Mitch,
Kyle, Ellen, Joseph and Sarah.
He was preceded in death by his parents,
Carl and Lou Ramsey; and his brother, Jim
Ramsey of Mesa, Ariz.
We received a thank you note from a new
subscriber, Rosalie (Phipps) Liles (class of
’57). She had noticed the picture of Sam
Polo in the last issue and wanted his email.
Her address is delrosalie@sbcglobal.net.
We welcome all PHS class member to
subscribe and thus learn of classmates.
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PHS proposes to join SOC
By JOHN STEGEMAN
Interim Sports Editor

Representatives from Portsmouth and
South Gallia high schools met with athletic
directors from the Southern Ohio
Conference at a league meeting to propose
admission into the league for all varsity
sports.
For the Trojans, this is the fourth
attempt to join the SOC, which includes all
the high schools in Scioto County except
Portsmouth, three Pike County schools,
one Jackson County school and one
Lawrence County school.
Portsmouth's last attempt to join was in
2001. This time around, Portsmouth and
South Gallia are on a joint ticket, applying
for admission together.
Portsmouth Athletic Director Joe
Albrecht made the case for Portsmouth.
"We felt that we'd be honored to be in the
SOC," Albrecht said. "We feel that our
athletes compete against each other from
an early age since we're (located) right in
the middle of everyone.
"We feel that we could add to the
competitive level," he added. "It would
generate more income for all schools
involved."
Some time ago, Portsmouth would have
been the largest school in the conference.
Now however, it would be the third largest
behind Northwest and Waverly.
"We're not the same school, and nobody
is, that we were 20 or 30 years ago,"
Albrecht said. "We would be the third
largest enrollment in the league."
Portsmouth currently competes in the
Southeastern Ohio Athletic League. In that
league PHS is the smallest school and has
to travel as many as three hours to reach
some opponents.

Albrecht said the meeting was very
welcoming and listened to what both
schools had to say.
"It's such a strong established league with
rivalties already in place," Albrecht said. "It
really means something, in talking with
their coaches, to win an SOC championship
in any sport... We don’t have that same
feeling in the SEOAL."
SOC Secretary-treasurer Dave Frantz
explained what has to happen for any
school to join the league.
"Before a new member school is
admitted to the conference there must be a
waiting period of two regular (monthly)
meetings," he said. "Potential member
schools may be admitted by a three-fourths
positive vote of all votes cast."
Neither South Gallia or Portsmouth
submitted suggestions for realignment of
the league divisions but Frantz said that is
something the league will have to discuss.
"There was discussion of how would we
handle scheduling and would we need three
or two divisions," Frantz said. "It was very
unofficial brainstorming."
Frants said there will be one more
meeting where the proposals are reviewed,
and at the next meeting there will be a vote.
For a three-fourths majority, if all 16
schools vote, 12 positive votes would be
needed for admission.
"This is one of those deals where all the
athletic directors will go back and talk with
their superiors and get their heads together
and decide what is best for the Southern
Ohio Conference," he said. "Different
schools have different policies. Ultimately
the vote comes from the top. Different
schools handle their voting different ways.
Sometimes the superintendent makes the
decision and sometimes the athletic
director makes the decision."

Construction progress on new PHS athletic site

The building behind the crane is the Scioto Ribber, once known as Henry’s Bar.

A 50’s landmark restaurant between Kendall
Ave and Young St. next to swimming pool.
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Cap Pistols
If you were a kid growing up in
Portsmouth in the late 1940s or early 1950s,
you can probably close your eyes and
remember that wonderful smell of caps
when they were fired in your Roy Rogers or
Dale Evans or Gene Autry cap pistol.
Almost all of us had a Western hero that
we followed. It might have been Roy or
Dale or Gene. Perhaps it was the Cisco Kid
or Hopalong Cassidy or Red Ryder or the
Lone Ranger. Most of us saw them at
Saturday matinees at the LaRoy or the
Columbia or the Lyric or the Garden
Theaters in downtown Portsmouth. Do you
remember standing in line to get into the
show? Would a friend let you cut in? Did
you ride the bus or walk to get downtown?
As I reflect back some fifty years ago, it
seems to me that the Westerns of the 40s
and 50s, contrary to popular belief, were not
all about violence and gun play, but in fact,
gave us good role models and taught us
right from wrong and the proper way to
behave.
Where are our role models today? Sadly,
our role models have ridden off into the
sunset and the young people of today reflect
that huge loss and void.
I’ve done some searching on the Internet
and came up with three very interesting
examples that I would like you to consider:

The Lyric Theater

• Hopalong Cassidy's Creed for
American Boys and Girls
1. The highest badge of honor a person
can wear is honesty. Be mindful at all times.
2. Your parents are the best friends you
have. Listen to them and obey their
instructions.
3. If you want to be respected, you must
respect others. Show good manners in
every way.
4. Only through hard work and study can
you succeed. Don't be lazy.
5. Your good deeds always come to light.
So don't boast or be a show off.
6. If you waste time or money today, you
will regret it tomorrow. Practice thrift in all
ways.
7. Many animals are good and loyal
companions. Be friendly and kind to them.
8. A strong, healthy body is a precious
gift. Be neat and clean.
9. Our country's laws are made for your
protection. Observe them carefully.
10. Children in many foreign lands are less
fortunate than you. Be glad and proud you
are an American.
• The Lone Ranger Creed
I believe that to have a friend, a man
must be one. That all men are created equal
and that everyone has within himself the
power to make this a better world. That
God put the firewood there, but that every
man must gather and light it himself. In

being prepared physically, mentally, and
morally to fight when necessary for that
which is right. That a man should make the
most of what equipment he has. That "this
government, of the people, by the people,
and for the people," shall live always. That
men should live by the rule of what is best
for the greatest number. That sooner or
later...somewhere...somehow...we must settle
with the world and make payment for what
we have taken. That all things change, but
the truth, and the truth alone lives on
forever. I believe in my Creator, my country,
my fellow man.
• Gene Autry’s Cowboy Code of Honor
1. A cowboy never takes unfair advantage even of an enemy.
2. A cowboy never betrays a trust. He
never goes back on his word.
3. A cowboy always tells the truth.
4. A cowboy is kind and gentle to small
children, old folks, and animals.
5. A cowboy is free from racial and
religious intolerance.
6. A cowboy is always helpful when
someone is in trouble.
7. A cowboy is always a good worker.
8. A cowboy respects womanhood, his
parents and his nation's laws.
9. A cowboy is clean about his person in
thought, word, and deed.
10. A cowboy is a Patriot.
Blaine Bierley

The Laroy Theater

The largest and finest vaudeville theater in
south-central Ohio, the LaRoy Theater in
Portsmouth, Ohio, was a joint venture of two
local businessmen: Simon Labold and
Thomas Conroy.
The LaRoy opened in 1926 with "highclass vaudeville" and silent films. The theater
was the entertainment showplace of the
region until it closed and demolished in
1973 for a street-widening program. The final
film was "Gone With the Wind".

A Letter from Pauline Allison
Bierley (PHS ‘44)

I thought readers might enjoy knowing
some of the history behind the journalism
program at PHS that was established by
Miss Mary Elizabeth Schwartz. I was a
member of the first journalism class and
that experience was the highlight of my
years at PHS and determined my future
interests.
Prior to 1943, PHS had a school paper.
It was called The Echo and was under the
direction of the junior class. At the end of
my sophomore year I applied to be a
member of The Echo staff the next year.
When school resumed in 1942, I was
surprised to find myself assigned to room
317 with Mary Elizabeth Schwartz and
twelve other students. We learned that we
could not publish The Echo because of a
war-time paper shortage. Instead, John
Green, the editor of The Portsmouth
Times, was giving us space once each week
for a column entitled “As Students See
It.” Thus was born the journalism class at
PHS in 1942-43.
Mary Elizabeth Schwartz was the ideal
director of our efforts, both by training and
temperament. She was, herself, a graduate
of PHS Class of 1924. She had her
bachelor’s degree from the Western College
for Women in Oxford, Ohio, and a master’s
from Ohio State University. She was on the
staff of The Portsmouth Morning Sun and
from 1933-35 was the society editor of The
Portsmouth Times. At PHS she taught
English, journalism, and creative writing.
Members of this first class were: Pauline
J. Allison, Maurice Cowdrey, Thomas Cross,
Alice M. Dickson, Anne Duvendeck
(editor), Alberta L. Elkins, Helen Virginia
Herdman, David Ladd, Albert Linck, Vera
Jean Scamyhorn, James Singleton, Barbara
Jean Webb, and Donald Webb.
At the end of our junior year, in June,
1943, some of the members of our news
class chose to join the Trojan Yearbook
staff their senior year. Five of us from the
original news class decided to stay in 317

for a second year of journalism. The five of
us plus eight new juniors again made a class
of thirteen.
However, there was a change we could not
foresee. Miss Schwartz had an illness with a
long recuperation which kept her away from
the classroom most of the school year of
1943-1944. This brought another special
teacher to fill the vacancy-Temple Baker.
Her skill and personality fit that position
very well.
Following graduation in June of 1944, our
original news class scattered, even more so
than in previous years. Some of us started
our college courses, but many of the fellows
went into military service (remember, the
Second World War was still going on). A
sampling of the careers followed by these
original news class members include:
executive secretary in the banking industry,
regional manager for the Eastman Kodak
Co., chemical engineer and attorney, director
of volunteer services for a school district,
public school teacher, newspaper journalist,
patent law attorney, university professor and
administrator, human resources research/
training, professional writer, and radio and
TV news broadcaster.
Pauline is the wife of Paul Bierley,
the PHS grad noted for his tuba playing and his
expertise of the life of John Philip Sousa

Seated: Pauline Allison, Vera Scamyhorn,
Barbara Webb, Alice Dickson, Anne Duvendeck
(editor), Alberta Elkins, Helen Virginia Herdman
Standing: James Singleton, David Ladd, Tom
Cross, Miss Schwartz, Albert Linck, Donald
Webb, Maurice Cowdrey

The Stanley Theater is shown on the left and the popular Reese’s Hamburger Inn on the right.

Photo of a musical on the stage of the old Lyric/ The circled person is Clyde McCoy the famous
trumpet player from P-town and Ashland. He was a cousin of Sam Skaggs.

John and Marlene Voorhes celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary on Sunday,
Jan. 18. Both were born and raised in
Portsmouth. They were married at the
Central Presbyterian Church in 1959. They
have two children: John and Diana, a
d a u g h t e r- i n law; Nancy
Voorhes and a
grandson
Joshua and
their first
g r e a t granddaughter,
Selena Hope.
740-289-3400

Dave Lewis (58), Bill Ison (58), Roger Merb (59)
Jerry Douthat (58), Jim Hale (59), Gary Getz (59)

A Great View Of The Main Drag In New Boston
To me, the Lyric was the third best
theater in town after the Laroy and
Columbia. I watched many kiddie shows
here and usually enjoyed a ten cent chili dog
next door after the movie.

50th Anniversary

Val Minch (56), ?) Crenny McCulloch (56), ?),
Jim Kegley (57)

Ice House Collapses
A large piece of history in Portsmouth
was blown down. A tall brick structure on
Front Street known as the "Ice House
apparently fell victim to age and the strong
winds. The Ice House has been abandoned
for years. It was
located toward
the west end of
Front Street.
Before the days
of refrigeration it
was used by the
Portsmouth
Brewing and Ice
Company
To subscribe to newsletter please send $7 by
June 1 except for those who have already
paid or have paid ahead to Gene Lucas at
1419 Second Street, West Portsmouth OH
45663. Send info for the letter to Frank
Hunter -address on masthead.

