Some Mound Park Memories

My earlier years were shared with
neighborhood kids around McConnell ave.
and Vinton and normally at Mound Park just
up McConnell from us. Ronnie Walters (phs
’51) was on his crutches from an early age and
he moved faster on those helpers than most
any of us could run. Skip Beekman (phs’51)
and his sister Nancy (phs ’48), Walt Rowe
and his sister, Barbara Swisshelm (phs’53)
(Married Caroll Howell (phs ’51), the Trojan
and Ohio State star). Nancy McFarland (phs
’50)(Schlichter), the Tannions and others lived
there. Our 1227 McConnell address was just
above the flood marks of 1937. Jack
Duschinski (nd’51) was your immediate
neighbor on one side where Lovell Meadows
(phs’45) and his beautiful olive skinned sister
lived before. On your north was Phyllis
“Pidge” (phs’54) and Jim Zeisler (phs’59).
Clement “CA” Hartley (phs’61) lived on
Vinton later with his mother and sisters. Bob
Staley (phs’56) and Don Ginn (phs’50) lived
up the street a bit. Bill and Nancy Thomas,
the Gemperlines and later Boomer with Bill
and Nancy Thomas and Bill and Fred
Colliers and their brood also lived closer to
the park.
After you passed all of those kids you
arrived at Mound Park, the true "Cultural
Center of Our Universe".
There the Clark twins (phs’50), Jim Smith
(phs’50), Don Flowers (phs’50) and I, kids in
my grade at Highland School, played king of
the hill and football and other things from
dawn to dusk. Later we met 'Looney and
Lyles' a seemingly inseparable pair, the
Moseleys, Steve Clark (phs’50) and his
brothers, and played baseball in the deserted
dirt court tennis courts. We were Babe Ruth,
Hank Sauer (Cincy Reds), and Eddie Miller
as the towering hits soared 100 feet or so
over the eight foot fence in left and center
field and gave us the 'star' thrill. Dick Klitch
(phs’51) and his dad were often coaching
(Dick was a coach even then) the Grandview
Cubs. So many urchins shared the fun of
that park. I had a few fist fights in the park
and I know many others did. There were
always instant audiences for the fisticuff
events that happened on the spot. Ray
Benner had the most, no doubt. Ray was
tough but he tried Don Thomas, our resident
giant and Dave, Mary, and Earl's brother, but

never could beat Don as Don tells me now,
matter-of-factly. I missed all of those
Thomas-Benner events, but they were mainly
on their way to school. Shorty, whom Ray
protected as a little brother, probably
witnessed all of them. Ray was a neighbor of
Shorty Vallance and his sister, Wayne Widdig,
Donnie Widdig and sister(s) on Logan
extending westward from the park and
Highland School. We hardly saw Wayne
through the early forties when I was 8 to 12
years old. He, my brother, Ted Dunham, and
so many others were fighting in WW II.
When he returned though and they had the
great softball tournaments in Mound Park,
Wayne became that unbeatable fast pitch
pitcher, almost in the class of Eddie Feigner,
The King of 'The King and His Court".
Mound Park was like Highland School's
home turf for grade school ball games and
Sunday afternoon football games. Our A, B,
and C teams played there a lot.
There may be a few books from the park
and our neighborhood. Jack Plymale (phs’45),
Frank Hunter, Blaine Bierley, my deceased
brother-in-law, Don Lundy (phs’57) and many
others could tell of the Mabert Road people,
such as the storied Ray Pelfrey (phs’44), east
of us park urchins. Al Oliver (phs’64), Larry
Hisle (phs’65), and the many fine black
athletes dearly love their kid days at Bannon
Park and the 14th Street Community Center.
It isn't only for me to tell. My brothers
George (phs ’55), Jim (phs’57), and Paul (phs
’59) have tales of their park eras. It was mostly
a 'boys park' as parents probably didn't want
their young girls among us rough necks. Gib
Lakeman (phs’44) and Gus Thompson
(phs’44) and their ilk came later after 1945
and the wars end. We heard many war stories,
during the 52-20 days. The vets received $20 a
week for 52 weeks, a full year, which afforded
them loafing days in the park. They had
terrific baseball pepper drills with line drives
and hard grounders. Lee Brady (phs’43), Don
Delaney, Red Glasgow (phs’43), Laken
Warnock (phs’47), Gib, Gus, and so many
fine athletes hit and fielded the line drive shots
in rapid succession. Of course, Lamoin
Elliott (phs’46), Ray Pelfrey, (phs’46) Walt
Young (phs’45), and Gib Lakeman liked to
boot punts from the Sugar Bowl west side of
the park towards the tennis courts on the east
side.
Sam Kegley (phs ‘52) SamKat.com

Pro Football Returns To
Spartan Stadium

Paul Goings (Teacher)

Einar E. Helstrom (Teacher)

Harry Lee Parker

PauI A. Goings 93, of Grove City, Ohio,
passed away Monday, May 11, at Mount
Carmel Medical Center in Columbus. He
was a U.S. Navy veteran, a member of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church
and a for mer
member of St.
Mar y's Catholic
Church. He was a
retired school
teacher of 17 years
at PHS Vocational
Department and was
a former employee
of Williams Mfg. Co.
He was preceded in
death by his wife,
Pauline Eves.

Einar Helstrom died at the age of 62 on
June 8, 1970, in Marietta, Ohio. He was
born in Ashtabula, Ohio, the son of Finnish
immigrant parents. He taught music in
Lorain and Andover, Ohio, and was
Supervisor of
Music for the
Portsmouth City
Schools from 1947
to 1962. In 1968 he
retired as the
orchestra director
of Marietta High.
His wife was Velma
Burger Helstrom
and their daughter
Janet was a 1962
graduate of PHS.

The Northeastern Kentucky Warriors
semiprofessional football team, a member
of the Heartland Football League, begin
their inaugural season May 22 at Spartan
Stadium against the West Virginia
Blackbears.
The team is comprised of players aged
20 to 38 and gives athletes who just haven't
got their fill of football one more chance.
"After high school you always hear
everybody talking that they want another
chance to play football again and another
chance to put the pads on," Ricky Whitt,
team owner and middle linebacker said.
The Warriors roster will boast a handful
of recognizable names to area high school
football fans including Jo Jo Parker, a 2002
graduate of PHS. Parker was known for his
blazing runs during a successful tenure with
the Trojans and should be one of the
Warriors' featured backs.
While the team is named for Kentucky,
the team owner said the chance to play on
such a historic field was too much to pass
up. "I could have played just about
anywhere," Whitt said. "Once I stepped on
that field I didn't want to go anywhere else."
While the team is defined as
semiprofessional, players are not paid.
There is some opportunity for advancement
however as the Warriors use a statistics
programs that send information to
professional scouts.
The team plays a 10 game schedule with
home games on May 22, June 12, June 19,
July 17 and July 31. Kickoffs are scheduled
for 7 p.m. The concession stand will operate
during home games and tickets are $10.
Children 12 and under are free.
The HFL consists of 24 teams broken
up into North and South Conferences. Each
conference has a Red, White and Blue
division. The Warriors play in the South
Conference, Red Division. According to the
HFL's website, the league formed in 2009
with nine teams. The Mid-Ohio Jets were
the 2009 champions. You can find out more
about the team by becoming a fan on
facebook.com of "Kentucky Warriors-Semi
Pro Football."
John Stegeman
The Portsmouth Daily Times

Harry passed away April 15 at age 75. He
was born in Portsmouth, to Harry and
Mildred (Bazler) Parker. He graduated from
PHS in ’53 where he played football and
basketball. He attended Ashland Univ. also
playing football. He coached Pee Wee
Football for 25 years
and was employed at
EG&G for 27 years
retiring in 1995.
Preceded in death by
his parents and a
granddaughter, he is
survived by his wife
of 53 years Nancy
(Landes) Parker;
sons David, Mike &
Doug Parker.
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Our Class
of 1955
Reunion
Planned

The class will
celebrate our 55th
year reunion in
Portsmouth on
September
17th and 18th.
Tentative plans
include the football game between PHS
and Jackson High School on Friday the
17th at the new Trojan Colosseum and a
banquet at Damon’s restaurant at the
Ramada Inn on Saturday the 18th. You will
receive reservation forms, etc. in late June
or early July. In the meantime, please send
your questions and/or suggestions to the
reunion committee at 3341 Indian Drive,
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662, or at
bobmarthacook@aol.com, or phone
740-353-7757.

Class of 1960 Reunion

The PHS Class of 1960 will hold their
50th Reunion October 1, 2, & 3. If you
graduated in 1960 or was with the class
and for some reason did not graduate with
us, we would like to invite you to join us.
Please contact Bonnie Shump Johnson,
2314 Grandview Ave., Portsmouth, OH
45662,
740-354-6536
or
email kbrucej11@aol.com.

A Survivor in Portsmouth

The Current State of
Portsmouth Schools
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company and great-grandnephew
2,079 to engage in the learning process; the new
to founder, Charles Mitchell. Selling
schools will dramatically increase this number.
When finished and functional, Portsmouth City
to shoe manufacturers as well as to
Schools will accommodate a total of 2,843 stushoe repair shops, retail, wholesale,
dents-1,147 at the junior/senior high school,
and discount chains put the
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Mitchellace name on solid footing.
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“It’s tough to get into retail and
important to us,” commented Broughton.
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don’t already have your name
legacy of Portsmouth City Schools, as the new
established. Since we were selling to
schools will contain morsels of nostalgia and local
all the different trades already, what
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School, for example, have been removed, and will
manufacturers we were able to pick
be installed into one of the new schools.
The building of the new school has helped the
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it of the

Last Steam Engine Run

Average speed 43.2 mph for the entire run
of 676.6 miles and 17 stops mostly thru the
mountains. (5 minutes for most stops )

steam locomotive fleet was the envy of
was pulled by a diesel locomotive.
Oh
Yeah?...
(ed. railroad.
note)
For many that was a sad day, since steam every other major
comment: Arrow
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made
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22,
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look $800,000.
of the old Portsmouth
high school.insecurity had
Such
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in to be justplaguing
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time.
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the structure to house students and faculty. I
July 16, 1996.]
steam didn’t come for two years feel that the[Adapted
columns infrom
front the
are PDT
a feebleofattempt
to
emulate
the
old
building.
Where
will
student
later.
classes line up to have their picture taken? Oh
So special was the Powhatan
well, that’s just my opinion.
Arrow, that a “Name the Train”
contest was held by Norfolk &
Western and about 100,000 entries
were received. The $500 prize was
claimed by a retired N & W section
man from Dry Branch, Virginia.
There was no denying that the
Class J steam engine was most
impressive. It was capable of pulling
a 15-car, 1,025 ton train on level
track at 110 m.p.h. Five of the
powerful engines were built in
Roanoke, Virginia, in 1942, and six

Five and Dime Stores
Do you remember Portsmouth’s Five
and Dime Stores when you were growing
up in the 1940s and 1950s? I think we
called them “Ten Cent Stores” in my
family. As I remember, Portsmouth had
four of them--all on the east side of
Chillicothe Street in the two blocks closest
to the U. S. Grant Bridge. The name, of
course, referred to the price of many
items that the stores sold, especially in
their very early beginnings in the late
nineteenth century.
I checked the R. L. Polk Portsmouth
City Directory for 1954 to refresh my
memory. In the 300 block of Chillicothe
Street were both the W. T. Grant
Company (310) and the F. W. Woolworth
Company (314)--right next to each other.
One block north on the corner of
Chillicothe and Fourth Streets was the S.
S. Kresge Company (400), and directly
north of it was H. L. Green & Company
(412).
I think my favorite of the four was
Kresge’s, but I have to be honest and say
that some of my memories of the four
stores run together. Kresge’s carried a
wide variety of merchandise: house wares,
toys, notions (sewing supplies), china,
glassware, stationery, shoes, candy,
toiletries, and all sorts of “odds and
ends”--and most of these were relatively
inexpensive as compared to the prices of
other stores on Chillicothe Street like
Kobacker’s, Bragdon’s, or Marting’s.

When I was a kid in Portsmouth,
children could roam pretty freely. I must
have been no more than eight or nine
when, all by myself, I went to Kresge’s to
buy a birthday present for my mother. I
remember buying “Blue Waltz” perfume,
and it cost less than a dollar.
The Five and Dimes especially marketed
holiday seasons. I can still remember the
distinct aromas of Christmas (usually
spelled “Xmas” in the stores) with those
peppermint striped candy canes, plastic
ornaments, and strands of bubble tree
lights.
During Easter they sold solid chocolate
bunny rabbits and live baby chicks-chirping away in their dyed pastel colors.
At Halloween orange and black crepe
streamers dominated the stores with false
faces and orange jelly beans.
Merchandise of the Dime Stores in
those days reflected what was popular at
the movies.
Do you remember the
ceramic or plastic miniatures of Bambi,
Dumbo, or one of the Seven Dwarfs?
Perhaps a marionette replica of Pinocchio,
a Donald Duck windup doll, Carmen
Miranda earrings, or Betty Grable paper
dolls?
How about Charlie McCarthy
souvenir spoons or Three Little Pigs
playing cards?
The stores also featured lunch counters.
I think I can remember them in both
Kresge’s and Woolworth’s. I’m not sure
they were in the other two. I came across a
F. W. Woolworth Company 1950s era
menu on the Internet. It featured, among

other items, a toasted three-decker bacon
and tomato sandwich for fifty cents, and
an American cheese sandwich for thirty
cents. You could get a king-size fountain
Coca-Cola for a dime and a slice of apple
pie for fifteen cents. Woolworth coffee
(“Always Good”) was a nickel!
Speaking of food, do you remember the
donut-making machine in Kresge’s? It
was fascinating for a kid to watch. The
dough came out of a tube and dropped
into the hot grease (most likely lard in
those days) and moved around in a circle
much like a merry-go-round. When it
reached half- way a flipper turned it over
and when it reached the end it came out
and shot down a ramp.
It seems to me that those Dimes Stores
were part of that amazing “growing up in
Portsmouth” culture that forever impacted
our lives. Somehow, those colorful aisles
lined with toys, candy, notions, bobby pins,
lipstick, comic books, and so on and on,
had an amazing capability of evoking an
adoration so intense from little boys and
girls that it almost sent up sparks. Looking
back on that era conjures up images of the
“stuff that dreams were made of ” in a
time when we could afford the luxury of
dreaming!
The growth of malls and discount stores
and the demise of downtown shopping
took away the foot traffic that Dimes
Stores needed to survive. Inflation took
away the five and ten cent prices. Alas, by
the 1960s, those wonderful Five and
Dimes just faded away. Blaine Bierley ('55)

Two-Way Radio Latest
Feature At New Shawnee
Drive-In Restaurant

Franklin Ave. Methodist
Summer Choir Sings
Finale Sunday

A Note About
Butch Wainstein,
M.D.

A Portsmouth drive-in, “The Shawnee,”
has brought a new idea in service to the
city. Every “curbside” diner now has a
chance to become a radio “ham,” ordering
his own food via two-way radio.
This new development is an ingenious
communication system which permits each
customer to order his food by direct
conversation with a switchboard operator
inside the restaurant.
The system also “doubles” to provide
recorded music privately to each car when
not taking orders. A special microphonespeaker unit is provided for each auto.
The idea first originated with two
Cleveland men who now market the
product nationally under the name of
Teletray Service, Inc.
Portsmouth Times, June 16, 1955

Rev. Leonard L. Klotz will preach on
“The Judgment of the Kingdom” at the
Sunday morning worship serice at 10:45 at
Franklin Avenue Methodist Church.
Robert Neal, a senior at Portsmouth
High School, will direct the summer choir
in the anthem. The Summer Choir, making
its final appearance this Sunday, is
composed of Helen Boring, Don Baker
(‘53), Howard “Skip” Brehmer (‘53),
Nelson Barker (‘55), Katie Davis (‘55), Kay
Ann Keyes (‘56), John Lee (‘55), Bob Neal
(‘56), Tony Reed, Pat Thompson, Mary
Chamis (‘55), Marilyn Mucha (‘55), June
Kegley (‘56), Fay Fitzer (‘56), Freda Fitzer
(‘56), John Lorentz ('58), Nancy Clausing
(‘55), Mary Ann Carter (‘55), Bill Marting
(‘54), Jim Green (‘54), Mickey Herring (‘56),
Bob Nichols (‘52), Paul Fournier (‘56), Dick
Huntsinger, Bob Mucha, and Dick Kiebler
('52).
Portsmouth Times, July 30, 1955
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Dr. Mayer Wainstein was
born in Miami, Florida, but
grew up in Portsmouth,
Ohio, where he graduated
from high school in 1957.
He attended Ohio State University and
received a Bachelor of Science degree with a
major in Anatomy in 1961. He was then
accepted to Ohio State University College of
Medicine and graduated in 1965.
He then moved to Cleveland, to do an
internship in internal medicine at Mount
Sinai Hospital. Following his year of
internship there, he transferred to the
University Hospital of Cleveland (CaseWestern Reserve University) to do a year of
general surgery. There he was drafted into
the United States Air Force as a Captain. He
spent two years at Vandenberg Air Force
Base doing general surgery.
After being discharged from the Air
Force, Dr. Wainstein returned to CaseWestern Reserve University to complete a
Residency in Urology. After completing his
residency in urology at Case-Western
Reserve University, Dr. Wainstein moved to
Toledo, Ohio, to practice urology. Dr.
Wainstein has lived in Toledo and has been
practicing urology since 1972. He is a full
Clinical Professor at the University of
To l e d o C o l l e g e o f
Medicine.
(phs ‘57)

A Note From Jim Kegley

I received a note from a friend, and
fellow 1957 Portsmouth High graduate,
Kitty Clark Born after my April 8, column
came out, and she informed me that “the
original ‘Aunt Jemima’ from the pancake
box, is buried in Red Oak Cemetery. Red
Oak is about 6 miles north of Ripley
(Ohio) on 52. Red Oak was also a part of
the underground railroad and there were
safe houses all over the area.”
Kitty mentioned this because my column
was about the beautiful Ohio River drive
along Rte. 52, from Portsmouth to
Higgingsport, Ohio, and she commented
that she enjoys that drive, and in fact, drove
it in the summer of 2009. Kitty lives in
Reynoldsburg, near Columbus, but the
family has a recently remodeled farm home
in Lawshe, in Adams, County. Kitty’s
parents, Robert and Veryl Clark, lived on
Highland Avenue. Her Dad was a longtime
engineer for the N & W., and ran trains
along the Peavine Division, from
Portsmouth to Cincinnati. The N&W
tracks run along the front of the Clark’s
Lawshe farm.
Kitty said that during her stay in Lawshe
she has explored the wonderful and varied
history of the area, and told me about the
“slave cemetery” in Brown County. “It’s
just across from the Vet Clinic off 32 at
Five Points. I noticed new graves beginning
to appear there now and a new state
memorial plaque marking it as a historical
site. It has all the names of the slaves
buried there as there are few markers,” she
wrote.
I accessed “Google” to verify where
“Aunt Jemima” is buried, but with no
success. The lady who actually was “Aunt
Jemima” Nancy Green, was born into
slavery on November 17, 1834, and in
1890, while working as a model in Chicago,
Ill, was hired to promote the trademark.
She was born in Montgomery County,
Kentucky, near Mt. Sterling.
Davis Milling Company had recently
acquired the formula to a ready mixed, selfrising pancake flour, and they were looking
to employ an African-American woman as
a Mammy archetype to promote their new
product. Green was offered a lifetime
contract, and her career allowed her the
financial freedom to become an activist and
engage in antipoverty programs. She was
noted as a wonderful storyteller.
Unfortunately, Green was accidentally
killed when hit by a car in 1923.

Portsmouth’s Own Riverboat (Hotel) 1952-53
The Sarah Lee

Sternwheel, steel hull packet/excursion boat/tourist boat. Size: 210' X 38' X 6.5'
Launched:1923, Jeffersonville, Ind. at Howard Yard
Owner: 1923-34, Eagle Packet Company
1935-52 Greene Line Steamers as GORDON C. GREENE
1952, sold to Portsmouth Oh. Renamed SARA LEE and used as a hotel
1953?, or so, Sold to Owensboro Ky. Renamed RIVER QUEEN1
Sank in Saint Louis 1967

Carole Lea Ramsey

Carole Lea Ramsey, 51, of Portsmouth,
passed away Friday, May 14. She was born
June 3, 1958, to Fred and Jane Dever
Ramsey (phs ‘55).
She was a 1976 graduate of PHS. In
addition to her parents, Carole is survived
by a brother, Charles Dennis (Kathleen)
Ramsey; two sisters, Sandra Jane
(Christopher) Rupp, and Marsha Kay
(Harold “Howie” Jr.) Fraley; stepdaughters,
Angela Collett and Jennifer Moses.; two
nephews, Gavin and Ian Rupp; and two
nieces, Abigail Rupp and Aubree Fraley.

The young lady on the right is married to bandleader Doc Severinsen of NBC’s “The Tonight
Show” fame, Severinsen began working for NBC in 1949, and in 1962 was promoted to music
director for “The Tonight Show.” It was there he met his future wife, Emily Purdom, who was an
assistant on the set. Purdom had moved from Portsmouth to Philadelphia after this photo was
taken (her junior year) and after graduation she went to work on “The Tonight Show.” When the
show moved to Los Angeles, Purdom followed suit, and it was there the romance blossomed.
Photo from “The Student Print of PHS - Oct 2, 1959” and is a followup to our story of April 2004.

