Five and Dime Stores

Do you remember Portsmouth’s Five and
Dime Stores when you were growing up in
the 1940s and 1950s? I think we called them
“Ten Cent Stores” in my family. As I
remember, Portsmouth had four of them-all on the east side of Chillicothe Street in
the two blocks closest to the U. S. Grant
Bridge. The name, of course, referred to the
price of many items that the stores sold,
especially in their very early beginnings in
the late nineteenth century.
I checked the R. L. Polk Portsmouth City
Directory for 1954 to refresh my memory.
In the 300 block of Chillicothe Street were
both the W. T. Grant Company (310) and the
F. W. Woolworth Company (314)--right next
to each other. One block north on the
corner of Chillicothe and Fourth Streets
was the S. S. Kresge Company (400), and
directly north of it was H. L. Green &
Company (412).
I think my favorite of the four was
Kresge’s, but I have to be honest and say that
some of my memories of the four stores
run together. Kresge’s carried a wide variety
of merchandise: house wares, toys, notions
(sewing supplies), china, glassware,
stationery, shoes, candy, toiletries, and all
sorts of “odds and ends”--and most of
these were relatively inexpensive as
compared to the prices of other stores on
Chillicothe Street like Kobacker’s, Bragdon’s,
or Marting’s.
When I was a kid, children could roam
pretty freely. I must have been no more than
eight or nine when, all by myself, I went to
Kresge’s to buy a birthday present for my
mother. I remember buying “Blue Waltz”
perfume, and it cost less than a dollar.
The Five and Dimes especially marketed
holiday seasons. I can still remember the
distinct aromas of Christmas (usually spelled
“Xmas” in the stores) with those peppermint
striped candy canes, plastic ornaments, and
strands of bubble tree lights.
During Easter
they sold solid chocolate
bunny rabbits and live
baby chicks--chirping
away in their dyed pastel
colors. At Halloween
orange and black crepe
streamers dominated the
stores with false faces
and orange jelly
beans.

Merchandise of the Dime Stores in
those days reflected what was popular at
the movies. Do you remember the ceramic
or plastic miniatures of Bambi, Dumbo,
or one of the Seven Dwarfs? Perhaps a
marionette replica of Pinocchio, a Donald
Duck windup doll, Carmen Miranda
earrings, or Betty Grable paper
dolls? How about Charlie McCarthy
souvenir spoons or Three Little Pigs
playing cards?
The stores also featured lunch counters.
I think I can remember them in both
Kresge’s and Woolworth’s. I’m not sure
they were in the other two. I came across a
F. W. Woolworth Company 1950s era
menu on the Internet. It featured, among
other items, a toasted three-decker bacon
and tomato sandwich for fifty cents, and
an American cheese sandwich for thirty
cents. You could get a king-size fountain
Coca-Cola for a dime and a slice of apple
pie for fifteen cents. Woolworth coffee
(“Always Good”) was a nickel!
Speaking of food, do you remember the
donut-making machine in Kresge’s? It was
fascinating for a kid to watch. The dough
came out of a tube and dropped into the
hot grease (most likely lard in those days)
and moved around in a circle much like a
merry-go-round. When it reached halfway a flipper turned it over and when it
reached the end it came out and shot
down a ramp.
It seems to me that those Dimes Stores
were part of that amazing “growing up in
Portsmouth” culture that forever impacted
our lives. Somehow, those colorful aisles
lined with toys, candy, notions, bobby pins,
lipstick, comic books, and so on and on,
had an amazing capability of evoking an
adoration so intense from little boys and
girls that it almost sent up sparks. Looking
back on that era conjures up images of the
“stuff that dreams were made of ” in a
time when we could afford the luxury of
dreaming!
The growth of malls and discount stores
and the demise of downtown shopping
took away the foot traffic that Dimes
Stores needed to survive. Inflation took
away the five and ten cent prices. Alas, by
the 1960s, those wonderful Five and
Dimes just faded away.
Blaine Bierley

E. Side of Chillicothe St. between 4th and Gallia St. in the 50s. From the bank to Kresges
The new Portsmouth High School building

Scioto County Airport

From the 1920s to the 1950s, Raven Rock
was the aviation center of Scioto County.
Many a youngster first experienced the
thrill of flying on the long, broad grass
runway, which served single- and some twinengine aircraft that delivered passengers and
mail to the county.
Local and visiting aviators offered weekend
spectators a breathtaking view of the local
hills and valleys for as little as a dollar a ride.
But when the time came for the county to
build its own airfield, Minford was selected
over Raven Rock.
The constant threat of flooding and fog at
the low-lying Raven Rock airstrip were
among the factors in the county
commission’s decision to purchase land just
south of Minford on Ohio Route 335 to
construct a modern airport with a 3,500-foot
runway.
The Greater Portsmouth Regional Airport
opened on June 29, 1957, to much fanfare.
Shortly after the ribbon was cut, Lake
Central Airlines was introduced as the
airport’s first commercial carrier.
The
company offered rides to the public on an
airliner dubbed “The City of Portsmouth”
for $2.50 a head.
Lake Central had scheduled passenger
service to and from Minford for several years,
but commercial flights were eventually
dropped due to intermittent use.
The airport has received a number of
improvements over the years, including the
extension of the runway to 5,000 feet and an
upgrade of the lighting and beacon system.
Today the airport serves mostly private
aircraft owners and business travelers,
including local companies that charter planes
for business trips.
From an article in the PDT Sept. 26, 1999.

Everything
You
Need
Not To
Know
About
Beer

“Sometimes
when I reflect on all the beer I drink, I feel
ashamed. Then I look into the glass and
think about the workers in the brewery and
all of their hopes and dreams. If I didn't
drink this beer, they might be out of work
and their dreams would be shattered. I
think, ‘It is better to drink this beer and let
their dreams come true than be selfish and
worry about my liver.’ ”
Babe Ruth
"When I read about the evils of drinking,
I gave up reading." Paul Horning
"24 hours in a day, 24 beers in a
case. Coincidence? I think not."
H. L.. Mencken

55’s 55th Reunion Schedule

Branch Rickey Baseball
Stadium Refurbished

Friday, 9/17, 5:00-6:45
“Tailgate Supper” at Ye Olde Lantern
Restaurant, 2nd & Court Sts. followed by
the 7:30 football game with Warren at
the high school field (note, not Spartan
stadium). After the game, we will get
together at Damons (the old Ramada
Inn now Portsmouth River Inn) and/
or Ye Olde Lantern.
Saturday 9/18 6:00-11:00
Reunion banquet at Damons
Contact Bob Cook - 3341 Indian
Dr., Portsmouth, OH 45662 or this
Newsletter for more info.

This issue marks 10 years of publication. The masthead above is the 1st Student Prints.

Miami University
Athletic Hall of Fame

If you would happen on the Miami
University (Oxford, Ohio) Athletic Hall of
Fame web site, you would find some very
interesting information.
Among the Charter Members of this
august body chosen at its inception in 1969
were: Walter “Smokey” Alston (‘35), who
coached the Brooklyn and Los Angeles
Dodgers professional baseball teams for 15
years; Earl “Red” Blaik (‘18), who coached
football at the United States Military
Academy for 18 years; Paul Brown (‘30),
who coached football at the Ohio State
University and went on to found both the
Cleveland Browns and the Cincinnati
Bengals professional football teams; and Ara
Parseghian (‘49), who was the head football
coach at Miami University, North-western
University, and the University of Notre
Dame.

You might be surprised to find the
following individuals who had a Portsmouth,
Ohio, or PHS connection:
• Walt Alston played and managed baseball
for the Portsmouth Red Birds from
1940-1943
• Bill Rohr was the head basketball coach at
PHS from 1946 to 1951. He was also the
head basketball coach at Northwestern
University and the Athletic Director at
Ohio University.
• Dick Klitch (phs‘50) is PHS’s only state
high school tennis champion. He was an
outstanding basketball player at Miami, and
has played and coached at all levels of
amateur and professional tennis. He
graduated from PHS in 1951.
• Arthur “Red” Thatcher (phs‘28), a native
of Portsmouth, earned six letter in football
and track at Miami, and served 35 years
with the Williams Manufacturing Company
in Portsmouth prior to his retirement.

Jun. 11--The first-ever Gene Bennett
Baseball Classic began with some of the
best amateur baseball talent in the country
on display in a sparkling baseball stadium
worthy of any Minor League team in the
country.
The crowd was treated to a refurbished
stadium that had been pieced back into
good condition thanks to the hard work
of volunteers and donations of local
businesses - all done to touch up a local
landmark and leave a good impression on
those competing in and viewing the
tournament.
Bennett, a 58-year veteran of the
Cincinnati Reds organization, said giving
Branch Rickey Park a facelift was a joint
venture of business and local unions.
Many local companies and unions
supplied material and labor to refurbish
the stadium. “We painted everything in
and out; We re-did both locker rooms;
built lockers in there; put all of the glass
back in that had been broken out; put all
of the floodlights, the night lights, up all
around the outside."
The rehabilitation of Branch Rickey
Park also included putting in a new
concrete floor to replace the dirt,
adjustment of the lighting, the filling of
water holes with gravel, the cutting of the
grass on the levee, dugouts cleaned and
repaired, new water fountains, and the
cleaning of all of the premises
Rickey, a Scioto County native and
Major League executive is best known for
breaking the color barrier in Major League
Baseball by signing Jackie Robinson to a
contract with the Brooklyn Dodgers.

i
n
The
1955
trojan
student
m
PHS TROJAN Alu PRINTS
PRINTS
But where is
PUBLISHED
THEarticles
CLASSand/or
OF 1955
WITH 3379
NEWSHidden
& VIEWS
OFCt.,
OTHER
PORTSMOUTH
OF THE LATE• 40’s,
50’s
AugustBI-MONTHLY
2005 • SendBY
news
photos to Frank Hunter,
Haven
Tampa,
FL 33607 • OHIO
Email CLASSES
fhunter@sptimes.com
Issue
30 & EARLY 1960’s

August 2010 • Send news articles and/or photos to Frank Hunter, 450 Bonifay Ave., Orlando FL 32825 • Email samgabe@earthlink.net • Issue 60

The Current State of
Portsmouth Schools

from an update by Ken Marotte, Scioto Voice
Numerous schools are currently in the building

Detroit Steel’s “Louise”

Longtime coach and educator Steve
Jenkins is probably the best-known
historian when it comes to New Boston
and Detroit Steel Corporation.
“‘Louise’ was built in 1953 by Detroit
Steel,” Jenkins said. “At the time it was
built, it was one of the largest blast
furnaces in the world. It was the second
blast furnace used in the steel mill.”
Steel began being made in New Boston
in 1898 when Levi York opened the plant
under the name of Burgess Steel and Iron
Works. York operated the mill until 1900,
when he sold it to Crucible Iron and Steel
Company. In 1902, Portsmouth Steel
Company purchased the facility. In 1908,
Whitaker-Glessner Company purchased the
mill. It was during the Whitaker-Glessner
ownership in 1917 that the first blast
furnace, “Susie” was built and utilized at
the plant. In 1920, the mill was bought by
Wheeling Steel. It was in 1946 that
Portsmouth Steel Corporation took it over.
Then in 1950, Detroit Steel Corporation
became the owner and operator of the mill,

Portsmouth Broadcasting

WNXT went on the air officially in 1951,
owned by the Portsmouth Broadcasting
Company.
Phil Phillips was Program Director. (he
had worked for Rosene in Newark radio)
Dean Sturm, News Director, came here
from WSAZ then went back to ch. 3. Bill
Dawson Morning man. A long time air man
from WPAY.
Jack Hurst did sports and play by play.
Other names escape me at the moment, but
I was fortunate enough to have known them
all and I will go on record as stating that in
all the staffs that I have worked on in major
markets even, there was never a better, more
professional assemblage of broadcasters
anywhere.

Albert Einstein

Albert Einstein died at the age of 76 on
April 18, 1955, in Princeton, New Jersey, a
little less than two months before I
graduated from Portsmouth High School.
He was recognized as the most famous
scientist in the world at the time of his
death.
From his “Theory of Relativity” Einstein
deduced what has been called the twentieth
century’s best-known equation: Energy
equals Mass times the square of the Speed
of Light (E=mc2). Since the speed of light
is huge (186,000 miles per second) and
squaring it makes it almost inconceivable,
this equation suggests that tiny amounts of
mass could be converted into huge
amounts of energy-which is the theory
behind nuclear power. Einstein received
the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1922. In
1999, Time Magazine named him as “The
Person of the Century”, beating
contenders like Mahatma Gandhi and
Franklin D. Roosevelt.
Of the four years of science I took at
PHS (General Science, Biology, Physics,
and Chemistry), Physics was my least

and shut down the first blast furnace in
1957.
“‘Louise’ went on line in 1953 and
‘Louise’ and ‘Susie’ were both operating at
the same time,” Jenkins said. “But
‘Susie’ was more of a back up
than all of the pour.” Jenkins
said in 1969, Detroit Steel sold
to Cyclops, who started a
gradual shutdown that
began in 1972 and ended in
1980. “In 1982, the steel mill
was dismantled and sold to
the Lone Star Steel
Company in Texas,” Jenkins
said. “So Cyclops owned
‘Louise’ at the last pour.”
At the height of its
operation, Jenkins estimates
that the mill employed
some 5,000 workers.
Portsmouth Times,
Frank Lewis (phs‘65)

The station played what was called
“popular” music; Big Bands, Sinatra,
Crosby, eventually ventured into Kaye
Starr, and Perry Como and boldly Pat
Boone. Never Country music.
I went there in 1955 to do the evening/
sign-off shift (1260 Bandstand. I called
myself “The Midnight Mayor of
Portsmouth). In 1959 I was offered a
News position at WRNL in Richmond
Virginia. During the last couple of days
between the two jobs I helped Russ
Newman put the finishing touches on
WIOI. Newman was also the engineer
who built WNXT and had been a staff
engineer at WPAY. So WIOI went on the
air in 1959. (close enough to 1960.) It

favorite. But, I thought that Mr. Lowell
Adams was an excellent teacher. The
Physics course at PHS was mainly a
study of motion, forces, acceleration,
momentum, energy, light, heat,
electricity and other interesting (?) stuff
like that. There was also a lot of math
involved, which was my undoing.
I can remember Mr. Adams telling us
about how Einstein’s theory was used as
a basis for the development of the
Atomic Bomb during World War II.
When someone in our class asked him
about the Theory of Relativity, he simply
told us that it was of no use to talk
about it because no one at a high school
physics level could understand it. I’ll bet
that Mr. Adams didn’t understand it
either. One of the most frequentlyasked questions addressed to Professor
Einstein during his lifetime by reporters
was “Is it true that only twelve great
minds in the world can understand your
theory?” I know that certainly I was not
one of them!
Blaine Bierley

About Einar Helstrom

Before most of us were born, the
Ashtabula, Oh, paper was full of items
about concerts given by a young child
prodigy violinist named Einar Helstrom &
later on when he was a teacher there
directing band concerts they referred to him
as "Professor" Helstrom.
He was born in Ashtabula to Edward and
Wilhelmina (nee Laskinen) Helstrom. His
wife, Verna Margaret (nee Burger/Berger)
Helstrom was born or lived in Erie, PA, at
least until the 1920 census. This must be the
link as to why Einar is buried in PA.
His parents, Edward and Wilhelmina
Helstrom, were naturalized in 1910, and
reported that they immigrated to the USA in
1902 and 1905 respectively from Finland.
Einar had an older brother, Onni Helstrom ,
who was born in Finland and was also
naturalized in 1910.
Ed: Fellow band members are aware that every
year, “Finlandia” by Jean Sibelius was played in
our concerts. I spent the summer after my junior year
taking lessons from him. Only once did he bring out
his violin and I can tell you that he was excellent.

always was, until after I left in 66, a “Top
Forty” station. Chuck Maillet’s background
was a natural for the format it took on in
later years.
I don’t remember exactly when Zeke
(Mullens) came on the radio scene in
Portsmouth, but during my tenure at NXT
they were playing “late popular tunes” much
in competition with us at NXT. The earliest
possible time that Zeke could have gone on
the air with country music (outside of
maybe an hour or two a week) would have
been the late 50s or early 60s.
Lew Lewis (phs‘54)

WNXT • WPAY • WIOI
To Major Roger Allan Quinn

Sam Kegley’s (phs‘50) granddaughter,Tobey
Kegley, attends Jones Middle School in Upper
Arlington. Her class visited Washington, DC, this
past Spring. Each student had a specific assignment
when they visited the Viet Nam Memorial Wall:
To write a thank-you letter to a soldier who died
there. Sam suggested Roger Quinn who was a
member of the Class of 1955 at PHS.
This is what she wrote:
“To Major Roger Allan Quinn
I would like to thank you for your service
in the United States Army during the
Vietnam War. Your dedication is immensely
important to the people of the United
States. The fact that you gave your life in
order for us to have a better life means a
lot to me and the people that knew you.
You are from Ohio, where I am also from.
You then moved to Portsmouth where
most of my family grew up, and have
connections to your relatives and friends.
The medals you earned represent what a
great leader you were. None of us will
forget your bravery, dedication, and what
you sacrificed during the Vietnam War.
May you rest in peace.”
Tobey Kegley

An Apology... Mitchellace Is
Not The “Sole Surviving
Industry” In Portsmouth

OSCO was incorporated in 1872, as the
Ohio Stove Company. The company was
organized as a foundry to cast stove parts
and assembled a quality line of heating and
cooking stoves. The stoves became widely
known in the industry under the "Buckeye"
name.
Under present ownership, which took
over in 1942, the company expanded into
the commercial casting field. Customers
were developed in the air conditioning,
transportation and power transmission
industries. The conversion to commercial
castings was completed in 1953 and all
stove patterns were sold. The Ohio Stove
Company changed its name to OSCO
Industries, Inc., on its 100th anniversary, in
1972.
Today, OSCO Industries, Inc. consists of
three casting plants, which are located in
south central Ohio. The major markets
served are air conditioning and
refrig eration, automotive, power
transmission equipment, pumps and valves.
(Located on the Northwest corner of 11th and
Chillicothe Sts, this is the same location that we
bought ice and beer in the 50s.)

Mitchellace The Rest Of The Story

Mitchellace was purchased out of
receivership by Sole Choice Inc. in July
2009. The company never officially went
out of business although a name change
was required.
Seven local businessmen collectively
purchased the assets in order to save jobs
and maintain an important industry in
Portsmouth. Our CEO/President is
Nelson Smith; VP Sales/Secretary Bryan
Davis; VP Operations/Treasurer Ryan
Bouts. All three maintain partial ownership.
Four others are silent investors. None of
the former owners are part of the current
ownership.
Mitchellace had stopped manufacturing
shoelaces in October 08' while still being
owned by the previous owners. All woven
and braided cord manufacturing was
moved to Honduras. Packaging was still
handled in Portsmouth. When Sole Choice
purchased the company, several past
Mitchellace employees were immediately
hired and Weaving and Braiding operations
re-started. By August 2009, all departments
were operating and currently we are
working hard to rebuild this proud 108 year
old tradition.
We desire to be the Sole Choice for
everyone's shoe/foot care needs. Sole
Choice manufactures not only laces,
webbing and cordage but has a full line of
shoe care products ranging from shoe
polish to accessories such as brushes and
shoe trees. We also have a full line of retail
replacement insoles for shoes.
Bryan Davis, VP Sales/Secretary
Sole Choice Inc.

Local Boys Pledge Frats

Several local boys who entered
universities this fall as freshmen already
have pledged fraternities.
Following rush week activities at
Wesleyan University in Middletown, Conn.,
Jerry McColgan has pledged Alpha Delta
Phi. William R. Hobbs has pledged Phi
Kappa Psi at the University of Illinois at
Champaign-Urbana, Ill. Arthur C. (Nick)
Huston, Jr. went to Sigma Chi at Ohio
State University in Columbus. Phi Kappa
Psi pledges at Ohio State include Thomas
Stone, and Charles McKelvey and David
Wagner pledged Beta Theta Pi at Ohio
State. David Jordan, Jerry Gillen, and
Whitney Miller have pledged the Ohio State
Chapter of Phi Gamma Delta. Dick
Hansgen pledged Sigma Phi Epsilon &
Allan Oxley pledged Theta Chi. Also at
Ohio State, Phi Sigma Kappa was the
choice of Nelson Barker, Bud Burger, Dick
Purpura, Ken Payne, JB Warden and
myself, Frank Hunter (the following year).
In Part From The Portsmouth Times
October 1, 1955

Jackie Hurley

Ginny Graham Wagner (phs‘55) advised
recently that Jackie Hurley Gurwell (phs‘55)
died on 12/17/09 in Prospect, Ky. She is
survived by her husband, Barrad, and their
four children.

Bryan said this about our late classmate
Whitney Miller (phs‘55), who was Vice
President of Sales for many years at
Mitchellace:
As for Whitney, he was a great guy. I worked
with him at Mitchellace from 1990 till his death.
I studied him professionally and as a person. He
taught me a lot about how to treat people and what
made a successful business man. His mantle
eventually fell on me as VP of Sales. His memory
is one reason I do what I do. He loved the people
here a lot.

And On Into The
Stockham Ice Plant

In 1956-'57, I was a clerk at Stanley
Jones' Pharmacy, on the Southeast corner
of Hutchins and Eleventh Streets, next
door to the Eastland theatre. A very old,
but elegant lady who reminds me of an
English gentlewoman as I think of her
now, Vesta Stockham, was a regular
customer of Mr. Jones. She had been the
Secretary/Treasurer, and owner of the
Stockham Ice Company, along with
Russell Stockham her brother, the
president in 1944.
Willard Kuhn was general manager in
1957, according to the Polk City
Directory. I remember the ice company
well. They sold the cheapest, coldest beer
in town. We could buy a case of Old
German beer for around a buck and a
half. Do you remember Old Dutch beer,
brewed in Findlay, Ohio? "Down by the
Old Mill Stream" was their slogan ala the
famous old song. Apparently the mill for
which the song was written was in Findlay.
I telephoned Doug Smith, whose family
owned the Stockham Ice Plant until it was
sold to OSCO, and closed in 1985. Doug
said his grandfather, Roy D. Smith, who
made his fortune in the ice business,
bought the plant from the Leichner,
Jordan and Stockham Company in 1945,
and continued operating it under that
name through the years. Roy D. Smith
owned 27 ice plants around the country,
and he was vice president of Union
Service Company which later became City
Ice and Fuel.
The D. W. DeLille Oxygen Company
was also located at the 1125 Chillicothe
Street address.
Although Doug Smith had lived in
Portsmouth from 1942 to 1949, he moved
away until 1964 when he returned to
operate Stockham’s along with his father,
Joseph W. Smith.
Doug said the northwest corner of
Eleventh and Chillicothe Streets was a
powdered egg plant during WWII. I
telephoned William J. Burke, chairman of
the board of OSCO, and he said his
father, William A. Burke and James B.
Miller bought the Ohio Stove Company in
1942, and they bought the corner lot
some time later from the ice company, but
before 1985.
Jim Kegley (phs‘57)

