The Draft

In December of 1955, the year I
graduated from Portsmouth High School, I
walked up to the fifth floor of the National
Bank Building (Room 524) and registered
for the draft. By law, every American male
was required to register with Selective
Service within thirty days of his eighteenth
birthday. Filling out the papers for the
Scioto County Local Board Number 106 of
the Selective Service System was pretty
simple, but its implications were
momentous. Registering with the Draft
Board was a male rite of passage in our
era. Not only was it required for all males
under the Universal Military Training and
Service Act passed by Congress in 1951,
but it also provided you with an I. D. card
that allowed you to purchase (legally) 3.2%
beer (beer that contained 3.2% alcohol by
weight--the so-called “low beer” of our
day). Remember, that in those days you
were not considered an adult (and able to
buy 6% beer or hard liquor) until you were
21 years of age.
The chairman of the Scioto County Draft
Board was Lafayette (Lafe) Taylor. He was
the father of Volney (Terry) Taylor who
graduated from PHS in 1957. General
Lewis B. (his middle name was “Blaine”)
Hershey was the Director of Selective
Service. He was the longest-serving director
in the history of the Selective Service, his
tenure, from 1940 to 1970, spanned World
War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam
War.

Portsmouth’s Inventor

In 1947, William G. Ryan, his wife Fay,
and their twin sons, Paul and Roger, lived
above the L and G Grocery at 212 ½
Market Street. William was a supervisor at
The Portsmouth Gas Company.
The twins graduated from PHS in 1949.
By 1959, son Paul had graduated from
Ohio State University with a B.S. in
electrical engineering, and had founded,
Dytronics Company, Inc. in the basement
of his house in Columbus, Ohio, with the
purpose of developing precision
instrumentation for aerospace applications.
“Significant contributions were made to the
Apollo space program, with special
recognition for developing a primary
method of measuring the phase angle
between two electrical signals. The resulting
product was supplied to every aerospace
metrology laboratory, both government and
private as well as the metrology laboratories
of all NATO nations,” according to
information in the September 20, 2010
brochure distributed when Paul Ryan was
honored at the annual OSU alumni awards
luncheon.
The OSU College of Engineering, Dean
Gregory Washington awarded Paul with the
2010 Lamme Medal, the highest recognition
the College bestows upon a graduate.
Paul holds 11-patents, and one of his
major inventions was the Ryan Stormscope.
He had a longtime interest in flying, and by
1968, had become a licensed pilot with
(Airline Transport Pilot) certification.
While on a business trip in his own plane,

In the United States in that era there
were two ways to get into the military:
enlist or be drafted. Each local Draft Board
was given a quota of the number of
draftees that were to be selected by them to
be inducted each month. The local Draft
Board had the authority to classify you
according to your eligibility for
service. Most of my friends were classified
as 1-A (available for military service), 1-D
(member of military reserve), or 2-S
(student deferment). Some of the other
classifications were: 1-A-O (conscientious
objector), 2-A (occupational deferment), 3A (married with a child or children), 4-D
(minister or divinity student), and 4-F (not
qualified for military service).
In our era there was a policy of using the
draft as a “club” to force “voluntary”
enlistment. You were “encouraged” to
enlist in order to gain preferential
placement or a less dangerous assignment
(read “infantryman”) rather than wait until
your number was up and you were drafted.
If you got your order to report for the
Armed Forces Physical Examination from
the Local Draft Board you pretty well knew
that your number was up. The purpose, of
course, of the physical exam was to
determine whether or not you were
physically qualified for the
service. Portsmouth guys were sent to Fort
Hayes in Columbus for their physical
exam. I don’t remember hearing that very
many people ever failed their physical!
Blaine Bierley (‘55)
he almost met major disaster by
inadvertently flying into a violent
thunderstorm. There was no way to avoid
thunderstorms, capable of tornado-like
winds which can tear the wings off any
airplane.
That’s when Paul decided to devote his
time to research a solution, and in 1976,
eight-years after the storm incident, the
Ryan Stormscope was introduced. Today, it
is widely used in all types of aircraft to
guide them through threatening storms.
In 1981, Paul sold his invention to the
3M Company, and he established, Ryan
International Corporation in order to
continue improvement in flight safety. The
resulting product, called the TAS (Traffic
Advisory System), generated a map of
aircraft traffic up to 50-miles away for pilot
viewing. Today, many thousands of Ryan’s
TAS units are used in aircraft. In 2005,
Ryan International Corporation was sold
and merged with the Avidyne Corporation,
a leading producer of avionics.
Mr. Ryan now lives at Muirfield Village,
in Dublin, Ohio, with his wife, JoAnn
(Moore). She is the daughter of Charles
and Dorothy Moore, longtime restaurant
operators in Portsmouth; Frisch’s and
Moore’s Restaurant.
Most of our 50’s readers will remember
Paul’s younger brother George (phs’56) and
his lovely sister Mary (phs’54). George
passed away in the 80s and Mary is living
somewhere out West.

Gift of a Lifetime

Established by Mrs. Gail Miller, the
Whitney and Gail Miller Fund will provide
for the perpetual maintenance and
preservation of the Portsmouth Flood Wall
Murals.
Whitney was Vice President of Sales at
Mitchellace Inc. from 1987 until his
retirement in March of 2000. Prior to that
time, he worked for 27 years with the U.S.
Playing Card Company in Cincinnati, rising
to the position of its Vice President of
Sales responsible for its worldwide sales
operations. He resided in Cincinnati from
1971 to 1987.
Whitney was active in a number of
Portsmouth community organizations. He
served on the board of the United Way and
its Pillar Club, was a member of Rotary
and a Paul Harris Fellow and he was a
member of the Portsmouth Murals
Committee. Robert Dafford, the Floodwall
muralist, painted Whitney's likeness in the
mural of the Old Market Square.Whitney
had many friends and was respected by all
who knew him. To mark his legacy, his
brothers and sisters established a
scholarship fund in his name at Shawnee
State University Development Foundation
and the Keating Family at Mitchellace
created a scholarship in his name as well.
His wife, Gail Miller established the
Whitney and Gail Miller Fund at the Scioto
Foundation to serve as a memorial to the
life and works of her late husband.

PHS Basketball Champs

The 2011 Trojans finished the season
21-5 and ranked No. 10 in the final AP
poll. Portsmouth basketball is one of
Ohio's most storied programs.
Their March 25th appearance at the
Jerome Schottenstein Center was the
school's 14th final four, which ties
Middletown for the second most
appearances ever in Ohio.
Portsmouth only trails legendary Canton
McKinley, which has 28 trips to the final
four.
The Trojans have won four state
championships, which ties them with seven
other schools for fourth place for the most
championships won. Only Middletown (7),
Akron St. Vincent-St. Mary (5) and
Columbus East (5) have won more titles
than the Trojans.
Portsmouth first won the state title in
1931 by knocking off Toledo Waite, Akron
West and Canton McKinley in the eightteam tournament. Then in 1961,
Portsmouth won the Class AA crown by
downing Urbana. In 1978, Portsmouth
won it again, this time defeating OttawaGlandord and Cleveland Cathedral Latin.
A decade later, Portsmouth returned to
glory and knocked off Mansfield Malabar
and then Chesterland West Geauga to win
the Division II title.
Portsmouth has been state runners-up in
1934, 1980 and 1990 and appeared in the
state tournament in 1925, 1926, 1927,
1929, 1939 and 1941. Basketball is alive and
well again in Portsmouth.
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Norfolk Southern Hiring

Frank Lewis; (phs’63),Pdt Staff Writer 3/9/11
Bob Huff, president and CEO of
Southern Ohio Growth Partnership, says
the Norfolk-Southern Railroad has been
hiring a large number of workers in recent
weeks. "Last month, nine times we had the
railroad in our building meeting with
potential employees. Each time they are
doing some testing. some interviewing and
at the end of the week they end up hiring."
he said.
When he spoke to the interviewer from
the company recently that during each time
frame when interviews and testing are
being done, that the interviewer has a work
order, and that work order has been
ranging from 55 jobs in one classification
to 80 people needed in another depending
on the jobs that need to be filled. It is
obvious that N/S is active by the number
of double stack cars going through the
yards in the Portsmouth area. “We're going
to kind of be the central point for that,” he
said.
"Our car shops are reopened and they
are working as fast as they can to reorient
the car shops. Double-stack cars are
sturdier and heavier than the regular
cars on tracks across America. So we
have to upgrade the shops in
order to be able to handle and
repair those heavierduty units that will be
carrying the double
stack. As you see
those double-stack
trains running east
and west or north
and south, depending
on where you are in the
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Demolition of the old schools will occur shortly
after they are vacated. The State of Ohio will fund
80% of the demolition effort.

Oh Yeah?... (ed. note)

As an artist I must comment: It is a shame that
the new high school building cannot match the
majestic look of the old Portsmouth high school.
Perhaps it is best that way. The new building
appears to be just a utilitarian and hopefully functional structure to house students and faculty. I
feel that the columns in front are a feeble attempt
to emulate the old building. Where will student
classes line up to have their picture taken? Oh
well, that’s just my opinion.

The Offnere St. underpass just after construction featuring rails for the trolley cars.
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• Frank Vournazos and his wife Hazel ran
the Rendezvous on the West Side and then
built the Club Franklin on U.S. Route 23 in
the Rosemount area.
• Theodore Vournazos, or Teddy, as he
was known, who was also single, started
out at the Cameo, then owned the El-Patio,
and finally was in a partnership with his
brothers at the Stone Pipe Inn, also located
on U.S. Route 23 just north of
Portsmouth.
• Christopher Vournazos and his wife
Katherine, cooked and managed the
Cameo with his brothers Pete and
Teddy. He passed away in 1945 and his
brother Mike, just out of the U.S. Navy,
took his place at the Cameo. Christopher is
the father of Mary Ann Vournazos
Kennedy (phs‘55).
• Peter Vournazos and his wife Ruby
assisted his brothers in running the Cameo
and the Stone Pipe Inn. Peter is the father
of basketball player John Vournazos
(phs‘52).
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catered to teenagers. The Cameo, especially,
did an excellent lunchtime enterprise with
downtown business and professional
people.
The Stone Pipe Inn was a very popular
establishment that specialized in seafood
and steaks. If your parents were looking for
a cocktail, a good meal, and some musical
entertainment, the Club Franklin could fill
the bill for them.
Unfortunately, none of these iconic
restaurants survived into the 21st
century. They do, however, furnish us with
happy memories of the great days when we
were growing up and a look back at an
astonishing Portsmouth family.
I would like to acknowledge with
appreciation the assistance given to me in
providing background of the Vournazos
family by Mary Ellen Vournazos Kennedy
(PHS ‘55) and her husband Gaylord (phs‘53)
who live in Sun City Center, Florida.
Blaine Bierley (phs’55)

Redman Retires From Trojans

After working in four separate decades as
the team's statistician,
Tom Redman decided to
retire following the
Trojans' 58-47 loss to
Cleveland Central
Catholic in the Division
III State Semifinals.
He began his work in
1970, when Portsmouth
was led by Dick Hopkins,
Jr. Of the 14 state appearances made by the
Trojans, Redman has been at the press table
for five of them, including the 1978 and
1988 championships.
One of his earliest memories was the
1961 title run under the direction of
George Heller. "That was an interesting
time," Redman said. "We had a pretty
good-sized ball club. It makes a difference
when you've got some size."
Tom is a member of PHS class of 1953

William Lee Schroeder

(phs’58)
William Lee (Bill, Gunny) Schroeder,
70, of Cocoa, Fla., died Thursday,
March 3, 2011. Bill was born
September 29, 1940, the son of the late
William Frederick Schroeder, and is
survived by his mother, Virginia
Frances (Frankie) Mann Schroeder, and
sister Mary Sue Chaffin.

West Enders’ Reunion

I grew up in the West End. Fourth and
Court Streets used to be the location of
Scudder School, Elks club, and All Saints
Church. There was something on the other
conner, but I can't remember what... I think
there was an old grocery store.
A bunch of us old West Enders meet The
first Saturday in October at Earl Thomas
Conley Park. I live near Sardinia Ohio, but
some of the old West Enders attend from
as far away as TX and GA (Coach and
Teacher, Jack Gee has come a few times).
Larry Schneller (phs’56) 937-446-1714

Mound Park Urchin Prints

A limited number of 16”x20” full color,
frameable prints of the Park Shop Gang
painting will be available soon.
E-mail Harold Clyburn (phs’57) for further
information. heclyburn@aol.com or call
614-501-1644.
This and over 225 other paintings and
drawings are on facebook. Just type in
“Frank’s Art Emporium”

THE PARK SHOPPE • PORTSMOUTH OHIO
A 40s, 50s and 60s teenage hangout at Mound Park
By artist FRANK L. HUNTER

Just before most of us were born, the
Norfolk and Western Railroad had divided
tracks in the Western edge of the city.
Trains coming from Cincinnati and
Columbus came straight South passing
through a small service yard. There were
s o m e b r i c k yards and other industry
where the
current theater and new
restaurants are located.
There were two tracks
devoted to passenger car
storage. Leaving that
area South the tracks ran
down Gay Street turning
left onto Tenth Street
and on to the
old passenger
station at
10th and
Waller.
NEW
STATION

OLD
COACH
YARDS

WESTBOUND TRAINS

Anne’s Pastry and the El Patio Cocktail Lounge shared the ground floor of this building from 1948 to 1955 when Anne’s moved and the El Patio
expanded into that area. The El Patio is one of several restaurants operated by the seven Vournazos brothers - James, Ted, Chris, Pete, Frank, Eddie
and Mike. John D. and Angeline Vournazos brought the family here from Chicago in 1922. John was a partner in the Marigold restaurant until 1926
when he opened the Cameo across the street at 839 Gallia and all the boys worked there for a while. The El Patio building and Mike Vournazos were
the last of the family tradition of conducting businesses here for more than 60 years. Familiar names include: The Cameo, DeMets and Grill, El Patio,
Club Franklin, Gay Plaza, Stone Pipe Inn and Gazelle’s Club Valhalla. They also operated the Cameo Ice Cream Plant at 815 Offnere Street in the 30’s.

John passed away Feb 27, 2011. He is
survived by his wife Nancy, sons
Chuck and Jim and daughter Joni
Lynn, grandchildren Dan, Katie,
Samantha, Savana, Wesley and David,
brother-in-law Robert and many nieces
and nephews. Preceded in death by
daughter Lori Jo, brother Randy and
his parents.

Betcha Didn’t Know...

12th

JOHN ST

John
Wayne Henderson
(phs’55)

Leon, what all have you heard about the
Four Square?!
I never heard the term. I do remember the
restaurant next to my grandfather's store,
though; and those fantastic little hot
dogs. When I was a kid (10-12 years old)
they were 7 cents. I remember that
woman's face. (I'm looking at it right now,
in my mind).
Was Maynard’s the one at 603 second
street? If so, I can tell you about the
furniture store when my grandfather had it;
and some about it after he died and my
mother and grandmother operated it. At
first they tried to maintain it as a new
furniture store. Then it regressed to "new"
and used; but the "new" stock was pretty
old, albeit not used. Eventually they sold
more and more antiques and old glassware,
etc. - They sold, pretty much anything they
may make a pittance of profit on.
The store had those tin "pressed" design
ceilings. There was a basement (cold and
damp) I was afraid of going down there
when I was a kid. I just knew there was
dead people down there who were going to
"get me".
The store went back past the "office area"
which was only a couple desks and filing
boxes, on past a very large pot-belly stove,
and on back to the end of the store, which
then turned (an "L" turn to the left) past a
coal bin on the left, and a toilet (also on the
left), which my mother always told
customers was "out of order". (Shame on
her). Past the toilet was a set of double
doors that opened onto a loading doc that
was on the Court Street side of the
building
(behind
the
restaurant). Immediately north of the
loading dock was a gravel alley. I can't
remember whether or not the alley went
through to intersect the Alley between 2nd
and 3rd streets.
When my grandfather (William Schloss)
had the store, it was called the "Square Deal
Furniture Store". My uncle Ben (Albert)
also had a furniture store up the (2nd)
street and across the alley from
"Dobbies". I believe the address was 621
and 623 second street. It was a much larger
store than my grandfather's. It was two
stores wide and three stories tall, with a
freight elevator in the back. It was called
the "Ideal Furniture Store". Initially, my
uncle Ben worked for my grandfather, and
they had a "falling out". Then my uncle Ben
moved down the street and became a
"competitor" just for spite. He was a
stubborn ass; but he loved kids.... especially
boys. He was very good to me when he
didn't loose his temper. He was always
buying soda pop and ice cream for the guys
in the neighborhood and sometimes he'd
give them a dime or a quarter. (That was a
pretty good gift in the 40's and early 50's)
I remember my uncle Ben taking me
fishing down at the river when I was 5 years
old. I didn't want to go back again because
there wasn't a toilet down there.
Leon Addlestone (phs’58)

EASTBOUND TRAINS

(phs’51)
Ralph Frazier, 77, died Feb 25. He is
survived by his wife Doris, a son and 2
daughters, brothers Elwood, Donald
(Duck) & Harlan, sisters Polly
Ressinger, Loretta Tarantino & Gladys
Hatton.

West End Tales

GAY ST

PASSINGS
Ralph (Skip) Frazier

OLD
STATION
10th

Trains coming from the East followed
the current existing track after leaving the
old station at Tenth Street.
When the new passenger station was
built at 16th and Chillicothe Streets, the
Eastbound trackage from 15th and
Chillicothe to 10th and Waller was
abandoned. The B&O Railway tracks
parallelled the N&W to that point and
continued West to the Market Street yards.

Chillicothe St. looking S. from 18th St. Site of
new depot was just across the tracks on the
left. The viaduct started here. Many other
photos are available on facebook • Peggy Ann
Pollitt (minford’69)

