Breweries in Portsmouth

Exerpted from an article by Carl H. Miller for
the Portsmouth Daily Times' July 23, 1995
The first known commercial brewery
in the city was established in 1843 in a
small frame building on the west end of
Second street near Madison. It was
known simply as the "Portsmouth
Brewery." But, by 1864, the
Portsmouth Brewery had gained some
local competition. Undoubtedly a result
of the increasing number of Germans
in the city, a handful of breweries were
established in Portsmouth. Frederick
Lauffer opened a brewery and malt
house on Front street between
Jefferson and Madison, just around the
corner from the Portsmouth Brewery.
The "City Brewery" was established by
John Layher next to his saloon on Sixth
street west of Chillicothe. And William
Schirrmann set up a brewery on Chillicothe
between Seventh and Eighth streets.
The Civil War years were a difficult
period for Portsmouth's breweries. The
departure of about 4,000 of Scioto
County's young men - now soldiers in the
Union Army - would have an obvious
impact on the consumption of beer locally.
In addition, a federal tax of $1 per barrel
of beer sold was imposed to help finance
the war effort. By the middle of that
decade, only the original Portsmouth
Brewery remained in operation.
Although having survived the difficult
economic conditions, the Portsmouth
Brewery spent the next several years
passing through a series of changes in
ownership. In 1878, Frank Kleffner sold a
half interest in the brewery to August
Maier, a European-trained brewer who had
worked in Philadelphia and Cincinnati
before coming to Portsmouth. Conrad
Gerlich, a local businessman, joined the
partnership in 1881. One year later,
Kleffner and Gerlich both sold their
interests in the business to Henry
Roettcher, a recent arrival from Cincinnati.
By 1884, Maier had sold his share to
Roettcher as well, and the latter was now
the brewery's sole proprietor. Be that as it
may, Conrad Gerlich was back in control of
the brewery by 1888. The following year,
the brewery changed hands yet again. But
the new owner, Julius Esselborn, was
determined to make a success of the
business. The German immigrant paid
$12,500 for the brewery and reported that
he would immediately invest another
$10,000 in new equipment and
"improvements of all kinds." By 1904, the
plant boasted an annual brewing capacity
of 20,000 barrels of beer (32 gallons per
barrel).
The brewery was merged with a local
ice company in 1892 and incorporated as
"The Portsmouth Brewing and Ice
Company." Due to the requirement of cold
temperatures throughout much of the
brewing process, many brewers chose to
invest in their own ice-making facilities
rather than pay the high cost of obtaining
ice from outside sources. By the turn of
the century, the ice plant was capable of
producing about 75 tons per day, only a

small percentage of which was consumed
by the brewery. The remainder was sold to
local households and businesses.
A variety of different brands were
marketed over the years. Among them
were O.K. Bohemian, Portsmouth Bock,
Culmbacher, Excelsior Export, and The
Elk Beer. The latter brand, perhaps the
most popular, was presumably named
in honor of the Portsmouth Elk's
Lodge, an organization to which Julius
Esselborn was avidly devoted.
The Portsmouth brewery's primary
trade was within Portsmouth itself.
However, a significant amount of
"export" beer was shipped to outlaying
areas within a radius of about 50
miles. Quantities of beer were
undoubtedly sent up river to Huntington,
West Virginia, possibly the brewery's
largest market outside of Portsmouth.
In 1908, the Anti-Saloon League
succeeded in affecting the enactment of
the Rose Law, which allowed every county
within the state of Ohio to vote its
saloons out of existance. The vote in
Scioto County came down squarely on the
side of the "drys," and all 55 saloons
within the county were ordered shut
down.
With the saloon now abolished
throughout much of Ohio, it was
concluded that the Portsmouth Brewery
had no alternative but to close its doors.
In what was called an "affecting scene" by
a reporter for the Daily Times, Paul
Esselborn gathered his 40 employees
inside the brewery to deliver the bad news.
Many were reduced
to tears. T he
brewmaster of 26
years, Anton Schriek,
reportedly "cried like
a baby."
By 1911, it had
become apparent that
abolishing the saloon
was not an effective
solution to the liquor
problem, and the
residents of Scioto
County voted to relegalize saloons. The
Portsmouth brewery
was promptly put
back into operation,
and business
resumed as
before.

Although saloons were again legal in
Portsmouth, the relentless pursuit of the
prohibitionists soon spelled more trouble
for Ohio's breweries. In a 1918 referendum
for statewide prohibition, Ohio was
officially voted completely dry. The
following year, the National Prohibition
Amendment was ratified by the required
36th state (which happened to be Ohio)
and the entire nation entered what has been
called "The Noble Experiment."
Brewers nationwide were forced into
new fields of business. Most attempted to
make use of their brewing equipment by
producing dairy products or soft drinks.
The production of near beer (dealcoholized beer) was a popular alternative.
The Portsmouth Brewing and Ice
Company briefly tried its hand at a near
beer called "Flip," which contained less
than one-half of one percent of alcohol -the legal limit.
After the brewery closed in 1920, the
bottling works was taken over by the
Portsmouth Whistle Bottling Company, and
the ice-making plant housed the new
Portsmouth Ice and Fuel Company. Not
wishing to continue in beverage-related
fields, the Esselborns left Portsmouth for
Cincinnati, where Paul Esselborn became
involved in the machining business with
relatives.
The repeal of National Prohibition in
1933 meant the return of beer, and it
seemed likely that the Portsmouth brewery
would be refurbished and put back into
operation. Indeed, a group of local
investors organized "The Germania
Brewing Company" in 1938,
intending to reopen the old
brewery. However, the venture
did not fully materialize and
Portsmouth's brewery never
again produced beer.
The old Portsmouth
brewhouse, which still stands on
the west end of Second street,
has been used for a variety of
purposes over the years. Looking
somewhat the worse for wear,
the old structure serves as a
quiet reminder of an era long
forgotten.
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Remembering ‘Mr. Mac’

I’m sure you all remember our
Portsmouth Superintendent of Schools, H.
W. McKelvey. “Mr. Mac”, as he
was popularly known, guided
the Portsmouth City Schools
from his office on the first
floor of the PHS building for
more than eleven years.
I have a suspicion that
perhaps he had a special
interest in and kept a close
watch on our class because his
son, Charles (Dr. Charles H.
McKelvey of Owensboro,
KY), was a member of the
Class of 1955.
Herbert William McKelvey
came to Portsmouth in the fall
of 1944 as the Principal of
Portsmouth High School. After four years
at the helm of the high school, he was
appointed Portsmouth Superintendent. He
served as our Superintendent until he
passed away at the age of 61 in December
of 1961.
Mr. Mac was a native of Belmont County,
in eastern Ohio. He dropped out of high
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from an update by Ken Marotte, Scioto Voice
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LINCOLN'S FINEST

Oh Yeah?... (ed. note)

As an artist I must comment: It is a shame that
the new high school building cannot match the
majestic look of the old Portsmouth high school.
Perhaps it is best that way. The new building
appears to be just a utilitarian and hopefully functional structure to house students and faculty. I
feel that the columns in front are a feeble attempt
to emulate the old building. Where will student
classes line up to have their picture taken? Oh
well, that’s just my opinion.

Tales of the Cameo

I was never a Cameo cowboy, Didn’t care
much about the atmosphere Around
there. We country boys hung out at the
Playhouse on Chillicothe St., where they
had duckpins in the basement, six pool
tables and one snooker table up at the
front. That was where the old boys played.
Up stairs they had a ticker tape and that is
where all the gambling took place. We punk
kids weren’t allowed up there. They had the
best hot dogs, but at Coney Island at 1002
Gallia St., Nick Kourkounis, "who was an
excellent bowler and had a lot of trophies
in his restaurant "had the best hot dogs in
Portsmouth".
Clay Vice (clay’52)
I and a couple of other friends had to
spend after school time in PHS Men's
Dean Elliott's office our senior year for
sneaking out for those hot dogs at
lunchtime and getting caught coming back
to school.
No doubt he was related to the Greeks or
Italians who served the great hot dogs in
New Boston. Nick's (NB) sold a littlefinger size hot dog for a nickel and made a
small fortune in those days.
Sarah Rapp (phs’47) said her parents
didn't allow her to go into the Cameo. I
thought the upper clicked Portsmouth girls
like Sarah would be mainstays.

Gleanings From Facebook

Who remembers Friday nights at the BBF?
Burger Boy Foodarama!!! We could see
the swirling satellite from Miss Ball's 5th
grade class at Wilson!!! It was always my
favorite even when it became Borden
Burger.....loved their fried chicken!!!
I remember going there on my way to
the pool. I remember Friday nights at the
Shake Shop too~ yummm
Borden Burger killed it for me.
Wow, now that brings back memories. I
think though even before the BBF, wasn't
there a Burger Chef up around Gallia at
Kendall?
Yes there was, and it outlived the BBF. I
think Burger Chef got bought up by
Hardee's. I remember a place across the
bridge for a short while called Druther's.
Didn't last long but they sure were good.
Can someone who still lives in Portsmouth
tell me why my relatives rave about a place
called Hickies? BTW, I miss the Big Mo and
Coke for 99 cents at Jim Dandy's. Is it still
around?
Big Mo and coke still here. And tastes
the exact same. But now it's like $2.89.
Hickies is in New Boston and they serve
hamburgers somewhat like the old
Hamburger Inn, small but not so greasy.
Their food is really good. A few years ago it
was rated in USA today as one of the best
hamburgers in America. The article hangs
on the wall there still today. They have great
chili, bean soup, fries & gravy and quick
service.

Curtis “Curt” Gentry (phs’55)

Curtis “Curt” Gentry was inducted into
the Hawk Hall of Fame in 1982. Curtis
came to Maryland State College (MSC)
from Portsmouth, Ohio in 1962 after
serving several years in the military. Curtis
came to Maryland State College (MSC)
with a mixture of what most college’s
dream of in a student.
Curtis was both a scholar and an
outstanding athlete. He arrived at MSC in
1962 and participated in four varsity
sports: basketball, baseball, football and
track, while lettering in all four.
At 6’1” and 185 pounds, he received AllCentral Intercollegiate Athletic
Association (CIAA) honors in football as a
defensive back in 1964 and 1965. During
Curtis’s stay at MSC, the Hawks compiled
an overall record of 18 wins, 11 losses and
1 tie.
After his time at MSC, Curtis signed as
the 17th draft pick by the Chicago Bears in
1965. At age 29, Curtis was the oldest
rookie to make an NFL roster. Blessed
with tremendous speed and agility, Curtis
initiated and popularized the “bump and
run” pass coverage technique. Curtis
shares a Bears’ record with 3 interceptions
in one game versus the St. Louis Cardinals
in 1967. Curtis played with the Bears from
1966 to 1968.
While playing sports and studying,
Curtis served as student government
president and maintained a B+ grade point
average. Curtis graduated from MSC in
1966 with a degree in Physical Education
and a Masters in Education from
Northwestern University. He was a college
football coach for 10 years; included in
those years he was a head coach twice and
an athletic director.

PASSINGS
John Shively (phs’57)

John William Shively, 71, of
Portsmouth, died Wednesday, April 13,
2011 at SOMC Hospice Center.

Karen Deist Jordan

Doc Yeagle &
Jack Plymale

Pals... separated only by
death. Jack spent a few
months away from his life
in Costa Rica to return to
the states to live with and help care for his
old pal Stephen Jessee “Doc” Yeagle as he
suffered from cancer. Miss Dupuy called
him Stephen. Fout and I called him Stephen
Jesse jn class. Another guy called him that
one day and Doc said, "there are two guys
who can get away with that. You call me
that one more time and I'll hurt you". Miss
Dupuy was aghast. "Stephen, I can't believe
you said that”. Of course Fout and I made
a big deal of it. As you read this, Jack is
visiting in Portsmouth along with best
friend Jim Fout. They hope to recreate this
photo taken in pre-historic times up on
Mabert Road. (all three phs’45)

(phs’57)
Karen Deist Jordan, 71, died April 12
She was born July 14, 1939, to the late
Harry and Florence Deist. She was
preceded in death by her eldest son Bart
Michael Jordan. She is survived by her
husband, Richard H. Jordan,; sons Brett,
Richard, and Brian; nine grandchildren;
one great-grandsonr; sister Dolores
Fraser; and several nieces, nephews,
great-nieces and nephews and one
great-great-nephew.
Carolynne Vournazos (phs’52)
Carolynne Lewis Vournazos, age 76,
died April 9, 2011. She is survived by her
husband, John Vournazos (phs’52), one
son Richard, 2 daughters, Patti
Richardson and Pam Cole, 4
grandchildren and 7 great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her
parents, Mr. Roy and Mrs. Helen Lewis.
Robert Edward Hollis (phs’56)
Robert Edward Hollis, Sr., 73, died May
25. He was born in Portsmouth April 6,
1938, to the late Richard Henry and Irene
Hollis. He is survived by his wife, Sue
Fuller Hollis (phs’58); 2 sons, Dr. Robert
E. Hollis, Jr., Mark Douglas Hollis; a
daughter, Cynthia Gay Stapleton; a
brother Ronald Keith Hollis: and 6
grandchildren. He was preceded in death
by his brother, James Hollis.

Lea Duschinski

Step
Back
In Time!
Jim Fout and Jack Plymale

Lea Duschinski fell on May 25, while
sweeping her sidewalk, and according to
her niece, Mary Saltsman, "shattered her
left elbow, and cracked her head". The
good news is, they did all the proper tests,
and found no serious damage to her head.
They surgically repaired her elbow on
Tuesday afternoon, and had to add "a plate
and eight screws", Mary reported.
Lea was secretary to several principals at
PHS, even though she is a graduate of
Central Catholic. Lea has the singular
distinction of being a fixture at summer
PHS class reunions, because of her
popularity, and ready wit. She is a virtual
history book of information regarding the
forties, fifties, sixties and seventies, as
relates to PHS. Get well quickly!
Jim Kegley (phs’57)

Portsmouth Times, July 24, 1964

ASSIGNED TO KOREA

First Lt. John E. Stetzinger has been
assigned to Camp Stanley near Seoul,
Korea, after completing the Army’s
Engineering Officer Career Course at Fort
Belvoir, Va., and LOGEX-64 at Fort Lee,
Va. He is to serve as supply officer of
Headquarters of the 36th Engineer Group.
Lt. Stetzinger formerly was a member of
Portsmouth’s National Guard unit, the
216th Engineer Battalion. His wife, Mrs.
Opal Stetzinger, lives at 724 Fourth St.
Portsmouth Times, August 21, 1964

Tony Price Wins Degree

Tony Price, a 1957 graduate of
Portsmouth High School, is to receive a
master of arts degree Saturday in
commencement exercises at Tennessee
Tech at Cookeville, Tenn.
Price, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Price, 1218 Kendall Ave., now resides in
Dayton. He completed his graduate work in
education during the summer term at Tech.
An outstanding athlete at PHS, Price is to
coach freshman basketball and assist with
football coaching duties at C. W. Magsig
High School in Centerville. He is a science
teacher. Price formerly was head football
coach at Minford High School.
Portsmouth Times, November 27, 1956

Leo Brown Named OSU Co-Captain

Right end Leo Brown, a 1954 graduate of
Portsmouth High School, and Galen Cisco
of St. Marys will co-captain Ohio State’s
1957 football team. Brown is the first
Negro ever to captain a Buckeye football
team. He and Cisco, both juniors, were
selected by a vote of this year’s squad
members Monday night at Ohio State’s
annual appreciation banquet. Both are
double letter winners. Head football coach
Woody Hayes introduced the two men to
an appreciative banquet audience.

Frank Hunter and Jim Henderson
Wayne Hills, circa 1947

Amazing Photos of
Portsmouth

See old photos of Martings interior and
listing of employees,
William Clay Holmes III page

Burger Chef, Inc., has opened its newest restaurant at 2734 Scioto Trail.
Sorry, don’t have a date on this, but they did employ 16 local teens.

Two recent paintings now available depicting life at the Portsmouth airport, circa 1963

Jim Elliot Retires (phs’59)

Jim Elliott joined the Portsmouth Fire
Department in September 1964 after
returning from the U.S. Navy, and until
March, he has been on the job fighting
fires, the last 18 years as assistant chief. He
also attended Ohio University-Portsmouth
Branch for three years.
Elliott credits his high school
experience with why he had an exemplary
work ethic. “I never missed a day of high
school. In four years of high school, I
never missed a day,” Elliott said. “Of
course, when your dad is dean of boys it’s
hard to say, ‘hey dad I don’t feel like going
to school today.’ I did that once, and he
said, ‘son, I don’t feel good either but we’re
going.’”
When Elliott was in the Navy from
1959 to 1962 he attended fire school, and
that is where his love of firefighting began.
“They had an opening in the Fire
Department, and I thought that was what
I’d like to do,” Elliott said. “That’s how I
got into it.”
Elliott said he witnessed several changes
in the department over the years. “When I
started they put you on the back of a truck
with an older man in the department, and
they took you through the paces,” Elliott
said. “And then as times progressed, of
course, schooling became the thing, which
is so far advanced today, and is the best
thing that ever happened.”
Elliott said the equipment firefighters
use has also improved. “When I went in
they had what they called a smoke mask. It
was just a canister that you wore, not like
what we call SCBAs (Self-Contained
Breathing Apparatus) today,” Elliott said.
“They are so far updated today. It has just
progressively gotten better.”
Over 46 years, Elliott was involved in
fighting many major blazes in the city.
“You have to like that kind of work. I
guess it is something that gets instilled in
you at one time or other,” Elliott said.
At the root of Elliott’s life’s work
choice is a simple basic truth. “I love
people. I love the community,” Elliott said.
“I loved the people I worked with.”
Elliott said being a firefighter has its
unique rewards. “It was just a great feeling
to say, ‘hey we’ve saved somebody’s
property — somebody’s life,” Elliott said.
“It was just a good feeling.”
Elliott remembers the moment when he
began thinking about retiring. “We had a
fire up on Thomas Avenue just recently. In
fact, it was the last fire that I was on,”
Elliott said. “It was a fire in the bedroom,
and it was cold that night and I was out in
the middle of the street interviewing a
fellow where the fire occurred. And I
thought, ‘what am I doing? I’ll soon be 70
years old. It’s time to get out.’”
Elliott, who is married to the former
Beulah Wolfe, has definite plans for his
retirement, and he can sum them up in one
statement. “Anything my wife tells me,”
Elliott said. “Seriously, I like to fish and do
things like that. We travel and we’ll go
places together. It’s just going to be nice to
get out and do things we can do together.
Thank God we’ve got our health.”

