
within a couple of weeks after that we 
should be having shows in here,” Scott said. 
“We bought the former Clock Grill. Jim 
Kalb owns the liquor license for there. He’ll 
be managing the Columbia when it opens 
this time. So there will be liquor available, 
depending on the type of concert we have. 
We have every intention of keeping shows 
in here for children, also. So we’re building 
it so the liquor won’t be on display at times 
when we have our children’s shows. We 
want to keep this a place for people of all 
ages to enjoy — keep a variety of shows 
coming in.”
 Scott pointed out the corners of the 
entrance where stucco and metal will soon 
replace a makeshift wooden facade 
diamond, and where a lion’s head with a 
ring in its mouth will be mounted.
 “I’m going to make the lions’ heads 
come out about 16 to 18 inches with the 
metal ring in them,” Reed said. “And I’m 
going to do some work to bring this whole 
area in where it has been torn up and has 
had a lot of water damage. So after I’m 
done with it, it will be a really gorgeous 
piece of  work.”
 Scott said he brought Reed in to return 
authenticity to the theater.
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But where is
the majesty?

Oh Yeah?... (ed. note)
As an artist I must comment: It is a shame that

the new high school building cannot match the
majestic look of the old Portsmouth high school.
Perhaps it is best that way. The new building
appears to be just a utilitarian and hopefully func-
tional structure to house students and faculty. I
feel that the columns in front are a feeble attempt
to emulate the old building. Where will student
classes line up to have their picture taken? Oh
well, that’s just my opinion.

The Current State of
Portsmouth Schools
from an update by Ken Marotte, Scioto Voice

Numerous schools are currently in the building
process in Portsmouth. An elementary school in
Sciotoville will open during December 2005 or
January 2006. The elementary, junior, and senior
high school in Portsmouth will open for the
school year commencing in the fall of 2006.

Junior (grades 7-8) and senior (grades 9-12)
high students will spend their days in the same
building, but each will occupy separate wings.
“They will share some common spaces, like the
cafetorium,” (what? no separate cafeteria or audi-
torium) said superintendent Jan Broughton, “but
other than that, they will have their own areas.”

With a school building built in 1912, many
Portsmouth students have learned to go without
those features that many others take for granted.
Unlike the old edifices, the new buildings will have
accommodations for air conditioning and state-
of-the-art technology. Broughton voiced her
excitement: “We are really excited to have a build-
ing that accommodates our needs and the current
times.”

Current Portsmouth schools allow room for
2,079 to engage in the learning process; the new
schools will dramatically increase this number.
When finished and functional, Portsmouth City
Schools will accommodate a total of 2,843 stu-
dents-1,147 at the junior/senior high school,
1,341 at the elementary school, and 355 at the
Sciotoville school.  “Potential for growth was very 
important to us,” commented Broughton.

Future students will not be able to evade the
legacy of Portsmouth City Schools, as the new
schools will contain morsels of nostalgia and local
history. Columns and urns from Grant Middle
School, for example, have been removed, and will
be installed into one of the new schools.

The building of the new school has helped the
economy by providing work to a number of locals.
“The majority of our workers are originally from
the area, and many are even graduates of
Portsmouth,” the superintendent excitedly said,
“The pride is definitely visible.”

Demolition of the old schools will occur shortly
after they are vacated. The State of Ohio will fund
80% of the demolition effort.
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Restoring the Columbia 
Theatre’s glory
by Frank Lewis (phs’63)
 A century ago, Italian craftsmen came 
to Portsmouth and created the beautiful 
facade that adorned the Columbia Theatre 
in the 800 block of Gallia Street. Now 
another artist, Charlie Reed, is restoring the 
Columbia Theatre Music Hall to its original 
glory.
 What I’m doing right now  is putting it 
all back,” Reed said. Reed held a piece of 
plaster trim he was preparing to put into 
place as he stood atop scaffolding. “I  made 
it exactly like they did 101 years ago,” Reed 
said. “You can’t tell the difference between 
that old piece and the new one. When they 
made the actual castings, they were made 
out of clay first. I put paint chips in it to try 
to keep it from looking new, and made it 
look exactly like it was 100 years old.”
 He also made flowers that will form a 
multi-layered arch and will contain lights.  
“I made these flowers. I made 16 of them. 
There is a quarter-inch difference when 
they came out of the mold,” Reed said. “So 
I came back and made them all over again. 
So they are absolutely perfect so that they 
mimic the old ones.”

Remembering Mary 
Elizabeth Schwartz
 When I was a junior at Portsmouth 
High School I encountered a  teacher 
who dramatically effected my future. 
Miss Mary Elizabeth  Schwartz was 
my eleventh grade English teacher. 
English III was  mainly a study of 
American literature. Miss Schwartz 
gave our class  very interesting lectures 
on all the major American authors and 
put great notes for us on her 
blackboard.
 I really enjoyed her English course and I 
was especially gratified  that she took me 
under her wings and encouraged me to 
think seriously about going to college. She 
strongly suggested that I should take  
College English in my senior year and 
encouraged me to join the staff  of the 
PHS newspaper.
 After I graduated from OSU, I was hired 
as an English teacher in the Upper 
Arlington (Ohio) School System and 
eventually became a school guidance 
counselor at Upper Arlington High School.
 I have done some research on Miss Mary 
Elizabeth Schwartz and offer  it here as a 
tribute to her.
 Mary Elizabeth Schwartz was born in 
1906 and lived her entire life in 
Portsmouth. She was the daughter of 
William and Ethel Schwartz and lived most 
of her life in the family home at 712 Sixth 
Street. Her father was a salesman at the 

 Columbia Theatre owner Lee Scott said 
“It has been a long time coming, but the 
venue is finally coming together after 
having been heavily damaged by fire on 
Nov. 11, 2007. Probably by mid-June we 
should be ready for a Certificate of 
Occupancy on the building. We have a steel 
structure that is going up with a steel crew. 
They brought all of their equipment to the 
steel end back there (the rear of the 
building where the stage is located). They’re 
scheduled to start on that Wednesday, 
which includes a new mezzanine in the 
back, a new roof and bleacher seating that 
is all covered by the roof.”
 Scott said the area where the audience 
will sit and where the stage is will have 
approximately 24-foot high walls.
 “They tell me that within two weeks 
after Wednesday they will be out of there. 
The stage and everything has been 
completed already. We went under what 
was probably five sets of plans to build 
what we’ve built this time.”
 Scott said there is a reason for building 
the venue as a professional arena.
 “We’re going to really kick it off with 
some national acts. We won’t be able to 
book anybody, of course, until we get our 
Certificate of Occupancy next month, but 

Wolff Men’s Clothing Store on 
Chillicothe Street. She graduated from 
Portsmouth High School in the class of 

1924, and earned her B. A. at the 
Western College for Women at 
Oxford, Ohio. She later 
obtained a Master’s degree from 
the Ohio State University.
Before Miss Schwartz went into 
teaching she had a career in 
journalism. She was on the staff 
of the Portsmouth Morning Sun  
newspaper and from 1933 to 
1935 she was the Society Editor 

for the Portsmouth Times.
 She was hired by the Portsmouth City 
School District in 1935  to teach English 
at Portsmouth High School. She served 
the community for 30 years as a teacher 
of English, journalism, College English, 
and creative writing--the latter three 
courses she initiated and developed 
herself.
 In the fall of the 1954-1955 school 
year, Miss Schwartz founded and 
supervised the PHS newspaper, the 
Student Prints. Frank Hunter ('55) and I 
were on the staff and my cousin, Betty 
Bierley Holling (‘55), was the first editor.
 After she retired from PHS in 1966, 
Miss Schwartz taught English and 
journalism at the Portsmouth Branch of 
Ohio University, where she, again, 
became a sponsor of the student 
newspaper.

 Mary Elizabeth Schwartz was active in a 
number of organizations in Portsmouth. 
She was involved in the Portsmouth Little 
Theatre as secretary of the board of 
directors and as a director of plays. She was 
a member of the First United Presbyterian 
Church, where she sang in the choir and 
served as ruling elder and deacon. She was 
a member of the Scioto County Historical 
Society and the Daughters of the American 
Revolution.
 In addition to her  many other  talents, 
Miss Schwartz was a gifted writer--of both 
prose and poetry. During her lifetime she 
won many awards for her writing.
 She was a charter member of the Hill 
View Retirement Center on 28th Street in 
Portsmouth where she moved when it 
opened in 1983. She took pleasure in 
planning the landscaping and the formal 
gardens there as well as providing the 
shrubbery, bulbs, and perennials and 
working in the gardens herself.
 Mary Elizabeth Schwartz passed away on 
May 22, 1995, at Hill View, and her body 
was donated to the College of Medicine at 
the Ohio State University in Columbus, 
Ohio.                  Blaine Bierley ('55)
Ed note:
Her memory lingers on  if one looks closely at our 
banner at  top of page. The name of the newsletter 
Blaine mentions was “The Student Prints”. From 
the inception, I determined that this letter would 
carry on what we started in 1954-55.

Note From The First Editor
 I have very fond memories of News 
Class and Miss Schwartz. She was a tough 
taskmaster but also fair and I felt that I 
learned a lot in her class.  I  came away from 
her class thinking that I wanted to be a 
journalist which never happened and 
anyway I am sure was a long way from 
being editor of "The Student Prints". I 
think Miss Schwartz made me feel that was 
a possibility anyway!!
 It would be hard for the teenagers of 
today to believe how  we did the school 
newspaper without the aid of a computer.  
We were happy to have an IBM Selectric 
that we could make corrections on. And 
then of all things we had to make a stencil 
to run on a mimeograph machine. How 
much simpler that is on a copying machine!  
It was hard work but we had a real sense of 
accomplishment when it was all done.
 The members of News Class felt a real 
sense of kinship. One of the fun things 
was when Miss Schwartz would need an 
errand run and we could legitimately leave 
the school for 6th period. That really made 
us feel important!  
 Thanks for reminding me of what fun 
putting out the school newspaper was.

Betty Bierley Holling (phs’55)

What About The Dream Of 
Leo C. Blackburn?
Exerpted from an article by Janet Nesler
The Daily Independent, Ashland, Kentucky
 Everyday he comes into his office at 
Southeastern Business College, in New  Boston, 
Ohio where his title is Chairman Emeritus. He 
was former owner of the Business College 
which is now owned by Blackburn's son Sam 
Blackburn, with Colleges in the other Ohio 
cities of Chillicothe, Lancaster, Lorain and 
Sandusky. A substitute teacher when needed, 
Blackburn is always there for students who 
need to talk about future job planning or 
whatever else is on their mind.
 A Portsmouth business man, Community 
Leader and Humanitarian, Blackburn, with 
many dreams realized has yet to see his biggest 
dream become reality. His idea of an Aerial 
Tramway connecting Ohio and Kentucky 
across the Ohio River at the Portsmouth 
location of the flood wall Murals. The project 
will be called the OK Skyway. "As a world 

could be a remarkable thing for tourism for this 
area, both for Kentucky and Ohio. Blackburn 
said, "The magic word in tourism is 'only' and 
this will be the only Tramway in the State of 
Ohio to connect two States."
 "The OK Skyway was on the middle burner 
when Vern Riffe was still Speaker of The 
House and he allocated $50,000 for the Ohio 
share of the feasibility study, but Kentucky has 
not been able to raise their share yet. We are 
hoping to find private people to do it. Sort of 
like Disney World, the states would work 
together."
 Leo Blackburn is living proof that no one 
should give up their dream at any age. At the 
age of 85 he still has a dream that will soon 
become reality. The uniting of two states by the 
OK Skyway.
 His two sons are David G. Blackburn 
(phs’57) and Samuel S. Blackburn (phs’65)
Leo has passed away at the age of 90 in 2001, but his 
memory and his dream is still alive.

So Portsmouth City Fathers... 
What About Leo’s Dream???

               You Can Do It!

traveler," said Blackburn, "I  have seen and 
ridden tramways in Europe; South Africa; 
South America; Palm Springs, CA; 
Albuquerque, N.M.; West Virginia and other 
places. I began to realize that we had a good 
site for one here."
 Part of the project is to develop the hilltop 
on the Kentucky side and make a convention 
center; shopping center and petting zoo for the 
kids.
 "The dream is alive," said Blackburn, 
Historian for the Portsmouth Flood wall 
Murals, "And as soon as the Murals are 
finished we hope to get started on the OK 
Skyway which should be in 1997. We have 
notified people in both Kentucky and Ohio. 
We will be calling a meeting in the near future 
at South Shore, Kentucky with both Kentucky 
and Ohio people together to discuss it further."
The project has already been cleared by the 
Army Engineers and the Coast Guard. They 
both have something to say about the river 
development. They see no problem and it 

ProBoat Racing Returns
 After a nine-year absence, professional 
boat racing returned to the banks of the 
Ohio River near the Court Street 
Landing.
 The Portsmouth Powerboat Challenge 
— A Blast From the Past brought 
powerboat racing back to the river, with 
30 to 40 racers from all over the United 
States, as well as a group of  vintage boats.
 2002 was the last time Portsmouth 
hosted a race and before that it was 1988.
 It was the North American 
Championship for the Supersport class. 
The Supersports are a racing hull with a 
150-horsepower engine. There were the 
SST 45s, which are 13-foot tunnel hulls 
that use a two-cylinder Evinrude or 
Johnson outboard racing motor. They run 
70 mph. There were the SST 60 class, 
which uses a three-cylinder engine, 
roughly around 100 horsepower. They 
run in the high 80s, close to 90 mph. The 
big class was be the SST 120s, that uses a 
V-6 engine. They run at speeds in excess 
of 100 mph. The 120s will go from zero 
to 100 in less than five seconds.
 The races were free to the public. Many 
local businesses contributed to making 
the races possible.
.

Athletic Complex Phase Two 
 Portsmouth City Schools has now 
acquired all of the properties it needs to 
begin development of the next phase of its 
athletic complex. 
 The new track complex will be located 
behind the current athletic complex, across 
Eighth Street, which will be closed early 
next year. It will have an eight-lane running 
track and bleachers along the Eighth Street 
side. Next to the complex will be a paved 
concourse area with a Trojan head in the 
center.
 “This will be kind of a focal point for 
the whole complex once it’s complete. 
There will be tiered seating around the 
Trojan head where folks will be able to 
come. We kind of foresee before a football 
game or before a baseball game, this will be 
the place to gravitate to,” a spokesman said.
The girls softball field will be built directly 
behind Portsmouth High School, across 
the road on the corner of Ninth and 
Waller. The completion of Phase Two will 
complete the entire athletic complex 
project. It is expected that students will be 
able to compete there beginning next year. 
“Once phase two is completed, the PHS 
athletic complex it will be second-to-none,” 
the spokesman said.
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PASSINGS
James H. Shepherd (phs55) 
James Hiram Shepherd, 75, died July 
29 in Portsmouth. Jim was a Navy vet, 
and retired Portsmouth police sergeant. 
Survived by his wife, Ann E. 
Leightenheimer (phs54): sons, James 
and Alan; daughter, Mona Shepherd; 
stepson, Randall Gilmore; a sister, Ann 
Cole; 7 grandchildren; and 9 great-
grandchildren.

Scioto County Fair History 
Exerpted from The Scioto Voice, Aug. 4, 2011
 Earliest records indicate that the first 
county fair in Scioto County was held in 
1828.   The Scioto Agricultural Society was  
organized in 1839, and it is believed that its 
fairs were held in Portsmouth 
proper. Shortly before the turn of the 
Twentieth Century horse racing was a big 
feature at the fair and special trains ran 
from Portsmouth to Rarden which was the 
site of  the fairs of  that era.
 Duncan’s Grove in Lucasville was listed 
as the site of the Scioto Valley Fair in 
August of 1900.  The fair gave ribbons and 
merchandise as prizes and featured bike 

Ice Cream Sodas Vs. 
Milk Shakes
Exerpted from an article Geoff  Dobson
 When was the last time you had a real 
ice cream soda or, for that matter, a “real” 
milk shake? Not an ice cream float made 
with pop and a scoop of ice cream, but 
one made at an old-fashioned soda 
fountain. 
 F ive and d ime s tores had 
“luncheonettes” at which ice cream sodas 
and real milkshakes were served along with 
club sandwiches with potato salad and 
other light lunches. The soda fountains 
were all similar usually with counters made 
of marble. In front were stools on a 
stainless steel pedestal with a footrest on 
the front. The seat was typically 
upholstered in Naugahyde and could 
endlessly spin around. A delight for small 
children. Behind the counter were various 
dispensers for flavored syrups, and an ice 
cream cabinet. 
 On the back bar would also be one or 
two Hamilton-Beach milk shake machines 
made of stainless steel. The fountain would 
have several soda taps as well as containers 
for cherries, strawberries, crushed 
pineapple and Borden’s or Harlick’s malted 
milk — necessary for creation of sundaes, 
banana splits and malteds. The lord and 
master of the soda fountain was the soda 
jerk who often wore a paper hat, white 
shirt and black bow tie.
 At the soda fountain, one could order a 
phosphate, or a lime ricky, or other drinks. 
The phosphate basically was seltzer water 
from the soda water tap mixed with fruit 
syrup. 
 Milk shakes were real milk shakes made 
with syrup, three scoops of hand-dipped 
ice cream and milk, whipped up in the milk 
shake machine and poured from a stainless 
steel container into a tall tulip shaped glass, 
topped with whipped cream and the cherry. 
A “malted” would have some of the 
malted milk powder added. 
 The pièce de résistance of the soda 
fountain, however, was the ice cream soda. 
It was a work of art. Different sodas had 
different names dependent upon the flavor 
of the syrup and the ice cream. To make a 
“Black and White”; first squirt some 
chocolate syrup in a tall tulip glass. 
Variations were made using cola syrup or 
root beer syrup either with or without the 
chocolate syrup.
 The seltzer tap if pulled forward would 

Wayne Hills In The Forties
 For those readers who did not live in this 
housing project, here is a bit of what it was 
like. Inexpensive home rentals were not 
readily available in Portsmouth during the 
forties. Wayne Hills (and Farley Square) 
provided housing for lower income families 
under the banner of The Portsmouth 
Metropolitan Housing Authority. 
 The rent a family paid was based upon 
their averaged monthly income. It could 
range from a bare minimum to very 
expensive. If the income level exceeded the 
maximum, the family would be required to 
vacate. In my own case, it seems we were 
always under some stress as my Father’s 
income could vary so much. He worked for 
the railroad and until he built up seniority, 
his work was very unsteady. We were finally 

Portsmouth Times, January 13, 1957
Middletown Powers Way To 84-51 
Victory
 Portsmouth Area basketball fans have no 
quarrel with the experts who have selected 
Middletown High School as Ohio’s No. 1 
quintet. 
 And they also have no objection to Jerry 
Lucas’ billing as the nation’s outstanding 
high school cager.
 Middletown High proved its right to be in 
the top spot in the A. P. scholastic poll by 
rolling to a routine 84-51 victory over an 
out manned and outgunned Portsmouth 
High quintet Friday night at Grant Gym in 
a Greater Ohio League game.
 Middletown showed some 2,000 fans 
who packed Grant Gym that it isn’t a one-
man team that must have its great pivot 
man hitting to win by opening with a great 
team effort that set up its 10th straight 
victory of the season and the 35th triumph 
over a two-year span.
 Middletown coach Paul Walker saw  that 
PHS coach George Heller was double-
teaming Lucas so he had his outside man 
fire away and they must have hit almost 70 
per cent of  their shots.
 Lucas wasn’t needed by the blazing 
Middies but he took two Trojans out of the 
game by himself. Harlan Frazier was 
playing in front of Lucas with Bob Copley 
behind the high-scoring center during the 
first quarter.
 But Lucas soon broke loose to show fans 
why he is so highly publicized as he wound 
up with 31 points on 14 field goals and 
three free throws before Walker took him 
out with 6:30 left in the game.
 PHS found out as have the other nine 
opponents that it’s almost impossible to 
stop the 6-9 junior who is attracting the 
attention of  the nation’s college coaches.
 Captain Tony Price and Ron Shumate 
carried the Trojans’ offensive load with 
Price’s 19 points on four field goals and 11 
free throws and Shumate’s three fielders 
and four charity tosses for 10 markers.
 Heller also let most of his boys see action 
in the hope that the experience will come in 
handy at tournament time. Dave Lewis had 
six markers, Mike Schuler and Bill Ison four 
points each.
 
April 9, 1965
Class of  1955 Seeking 25 For Reunion
 Information and addresses on 25 
members of Portsmouth High School 
Class of 1955 are needed by the planning 
committee planning a summer reunion for 
the class.
 The class members being sought include 
Charles Baker, John Bramel, Sherry 
Calhoun, Larry Dailey, Louise Gillum, Katy 
Sue Hardin, Eddie Harover, Emma 
Howard, Carole Kinder, Roger Kitchen, 
Shirley Litteral, Phyllis McGlone, Peggy 
martin, Wendell Payne, Walter Reeves, 
Ralph Riggs, Bill Rosenfelder, Harold 
Saunders, Bill Schafer, Richard Shipley, 
Carla Skinner, Charles Stevenson, Marilyn 
Townsend, Carolyn Townsend and Ruth 
Willard.
 Anyone with information on these people 
is asked to contact Mrs. John Stetzinger, 
Mrs. David marting or Mrs. Donald Harris.
 The reunion is scheduled Saturday, June 

Marlene Larch Brinkley Crowned 
1977 Navy Queen
  The Naval Electronics Systems Command Headquarters in 
(Crystal City) Arlington Va. crowned Mrs Marlene Brinkley. She is 
shown here escorted by her husband Major Edward Brinkley, 
USMC. Admiral Earl Fowler, Commander of the Naval Electronics 
Systems Command looks on as Marlene is being crowned as he  
awaits the first dance at the Navy Ball. She has lived in Thailand and 
Washington D.C. Today, Marlene lives a quiet life in Roanoke, Va 
with her son and distant visions of life near Diamond Head in 
Hawaii. If  you would like to say hi, here is her phone 504-366-5287.

and foot races. Exhibits included horses, 
livestock, poultry, needlework, etc. There is 
no reference to horse racing, apparently 
the race track was not built   before about 
1906.
 In 1906 the Scioto County Fair 
Company was organized in Lucasville and 
the company offered cash premiums for 
horses, mules,, carriages, livestock, 
goldfish, songbirds, farm products, 
n eed l ework , and r i bbons fo r 
manufacturing displays. Three days of 
racing were scheduled with purses ranging 
from $10 to $200. The N & W ran two 
trains from Portsmouth to the fair daily. In 
1936 the present racetrack extended to a 

COLEMAN’S MKT SELECT DAIRY

Larry J. Wallace (phs57) 
Larry Jack Wallace, 73, of Portsmouth, 
died  August 14, 2011 at SOMC.  He is 
survived by his wife, Diane Murphy 
Wallace; daughter, Rachel, son, Adam; 
brothers, Don (phs'54), Walter (phs'54); 
and sister, Janet Rue (phs'57).

Eugene McKinley Memorial
from a PDT article by Frank Lewis (phs’63)
Fifty years ago in 1961, when a black 
youth wanted to escape from the heat of 
a north-end summer day, he had to go 
swimming in the Scioto River. There was 
a community pool on Kendall Avenue, 
but that pool was not accessible to blacks. 
Tragically, but perhaps not unexpectedly, 
14-year-old Eugene McKinley drowned 
June 9 in the river.
 “I’ll never forget, on the corner of 13th 
and Kinney Street is where we lived,” Al 
Oliver (phs’64) said. “There was an empty 
lot there and we always played softball or 
baseball up there-all the guys in the 
neighborhood - myself, Shannon Bayless, 
Brad Bayless, Steve Battle, Johnny Battle, 
Steve Johnson, just to name a few. And if 
we weren’t playing in the lot we were 
playing in the street. 
 Oliver, a former Major League batting 
champion, said on that particular June day 
in 1961, the group of friends were in the 
lot playing ball when Eugene McKinley 
walked by and asked if some of the guys 
wanted to go swimming.
 “It was probably no more than a half 
an hour later I saw  people running down 
toward the levee, approximately three 
blocks away,” Oliver said. When the 
others got to the river, Oliver said, they 
realized McKinley had gone underwater 

and had not surfaced. They began to search 
for him.
 “As it turned out he was fighting, and 
while a couple of people had a hold of him, 
he was such a young, strong kid he was a lot 
stronger than others. And, as you are 
fighting for your life there is that extra 
strength, and they couldn’t hold him.“
 Oliver said a rescue crew  began to drag 
the river. “I will never forget. It is just like it 
was yesterday. All of a sudden the drag 
brought him up out of the water,” Oliver 
said. “And I can still hear two of his sisters 
screaming. It was one of the most tragic 
sights that I have ever seen. It is something 
that has stuck with me all of my life ever 
since that day.”
 Oliver lost a friend in a neighborhood 
where everyone was close and where family 
values prevailed. Now  that community was 
facing a tragedy, and a funeral at the Findlay 
Street Methodist Church.
 As a result, the current city pool on 
Findlay Street is named “The McKinley 
Pool,” and Oliver wants to take that one 
step further. 
 “I’m in the stage of forming a Eugene 
McKinley Memorial Committee,” Oliver 
said. “And after we form that committee 
we’re going to sit down and talk about the 
possibility of a Eugene McKinley Memorial, 
a monument.” He would like the memorial 
to be placed at the McKinley Pool.

 Reds vs. Washington Senators pre-season game at Portsmouth's 
Branch Rickey Stadium in the Spring of 1958. This game was marked by 
Vada Pinson of the Reds being beaned by a pitch. Pinson’s stance always 
put his head right above the plate making him one of the most hit 
players in the league.

Major League Baseball at Branch Rickey Stadium

William L. Marting (phs54) 
Bill Marting, born in Portsmouth, 
Ohio on February 28, 1936, died 
August 25, 2011 in Irvine CA. He is 
survived by his wife, Marie; sons, Bill, 
Richard, Stephen; & five grandchildren

Class of 58 Reunion
 The following members and spouses 
attended the 53rd Reunion of the PHS 
Class of 1958 at the Shawnee State Park 
Lodge on September 9-10, 2011: Jack 
Allen, Mary Alyce Staten Allen, Carolyn 
Rayburn Bierley, Gene Black, Yvonne 
Literal Bowman, Jack Compton, Jeff 

A Nice Coincidence 
 My cousin describes   an amazing 
coincidence.  Ginny Smith Wolfe (phs’55)
 Yesterday Katy and I were in Newport, 
Rhode Island, with our daughter Kerry, her 
husband Dave and daughter Siena. We took 
the famed Ocean Drive south of the 
Newport mansions to see the ocean and 
we stopped at Brenton Beach State Park. It 
is a beautiful and well-maintained park 
located on a point of land overlooking the 
Atlantic Ocean and the rocky Rhode Island 
coastline.  About 20 colorful kites of all 
sizes were being flown from a grassy area 
overlooking the ocean. 
 We climbed a grassy knoll on the north 
side of the parking lot and discovered a 
stone memorial to people who had been 
lost at sea from the New England area.  I 
was reading some of the inscriptions on 
stones in the memorial when I saw  a large 
slab of granite protruding from the ground 
on the north side of the memorial.   I 
walked over to that slab to read the 
inscription on it. It was a memorial to the 
200-plus people who lost their lives on 
Egypt Air flight 990 on October 31, 
1999.  Beneath the granite slab were over 
200 bricks placed in the ground.   The 
names of the passengers and crew  were 
inscribed on these bricks. I remembered 
that Tom and Willadean Harrison Stone 
(both  phs’55) had been on that flight.   I 
looked down and immediately saw the 
names "Thomas Victor Stone" and 
"Willadean Stone" right beneath my feet. I 
couldn't believe it.       Terry Taylor, (phs’57)

Couch, Mike Cranston, Bob Dawson, Sally 
Perry Duffey, Cheryl Dresbach Fenneken, 
Lee Greg, Julia Peebles Grimes, Bill 
Heasley, Sue Fuller Hollis, George 
Johnson, John Lorentz, Jean Stearns 
McCormack, Jim Middlecamp, Tom 
Norman, Charlie Pairan, Jo Hager 
Pasqualetti, Bill Perkinson, Marilyn Stone 

Pitts, Lew  Rayburn, John Rowson, Mike 
Schuler, Bob Sherwood, Wesley Speulda, 
Don Stamper, Judy Martin Strickland, 
Ellen Horr Stroup, Carol Estepp Sutton, 
Tim Thoroughman, Linda Porter 
Timberlake, Anna Ruth Irvin Wilder, Tom 
Wood, Becky Fugitt Wood, & Dave Wood.

required to leave during my last year in 
high school as he made a good income. 
 The Salvation Army filled a great need in 
Wayne Hills. Under then Captain Arthur 
Hill (Betty’s (phs’55) father) they established 
and maintained an outpost at the 
administration building. Every Wednesday 
night, they provided movies and 
refreshments after a brief Church service. 
Each Sunday they conducted church and 
provided transportation to their Citadel at 
11th and Chillicothe Streets for the evening 
service. They loaned musical instruments 
to some of us and taught us to play. Both 
Ralph Riggs (phs’55) and myself got our 
first lessons there on alto horns. At 
Christmas, every child in the project 
received at least one present from them. 
They were the glue that kept us out of 
trouble. 

half mile and was completely rebuilt, along 
with the exhibition buildings and 
administration building by the federal 
Works Progress Administration (WPA).
 The Scioto County Fair is the largest 
event event held annually in Southern 
Ohio. Attendance normally exceeds 
80,000.
 A one price ticket, included free 
grandstand shows, free parking, and free 
midway rides was adopted in 1982.
 The Scioto County Fair has featured 
Country and Western entertainment since 
the early 1970s. Also featured each year are 
a Continental Circus and a Demolition 
Derby. 

Michelle & Bill Perkinson, Bob & Cynthia Dawson,  Carolyn Rayburn Bierley, Gene & Chris Black, .....John Wood & Blaine Bierley convene a mini-’55  reunion

Dick Saunders (phs57) 
Dick Saunders, 72, of Portsmouth, 
passed away  Aug. 15, 2011 at the 
SOMC Hospice Center. He was retired 
from N&W Railway Company.  

The Borden Milk Company on Second Street. Note the Portsmouth City 
Lines busses at the bus garage in the rear.

The Blue Pig Inn, Coleman’s Market and the Select Dairy were the 
principal businesses at Gallia and Kendall Avenues.


