A Little “Bevo” Nostalgia

I did a story about the Rio Grande Redmen
playing in Grant Gym in 1953 against
Lockborne Air Force Base. We were
sophomores. Kenny Amick attended the game
and in homeroom the next morning he was
offering us a chance to shake the hand that
shook the hand of Bevo Frances.
This, I guess, tells part of the story of what
happened to him after Rio Grande. He did
this and in the off season worked in a pottery
factory in his home town of Wellsville, Ohio.
If you lived in Portsmouth in the 1950s you
most likely will recognize the name of this
basketball player: Clarence “Bevo” Francis. He
became one of the most prolific scorers in
college basketball history during his two-year
career at tiny Rio Grande (pronounced, then
and always, RYE-oh-grand) College in Gallia
County, Ohio.
Rio Grande College was virtually unknown
until the 1952-1953 season when freshman
Bevo and his Redmen teammates garnered
nationwide attention by rolling over 32 straight
opponents. Along the way, Rio set a national
team scoring record for a single game by
defeating Ashland (KY) Junior College 150 to
85. In that game Bevo set a national single
game individual record for NCAA Division II
by scoring 116 points on 47 field goals and 22
free throws.
Bevo played college basketball for only two
seasons. He left Rio Grande after his
sophomore year in 1954, taking $15,000 to
turn professional from Abe Saperstein to
become the featured player for the Boston
“Whirlwinds” who toured the country as
opponents of the Harlem “Globetrotters.”
While doing some research at the Ohio
Historical Society’s Archives recently, I came
across a microfilm Portsmouth Times article
from January of 1958. It seems that by 1957
Bevo had left the Boston Whirlwinds and was
performing as the centerpiece player for the
Ohio “Stars”--a team he had formed himself.
The Stars were touted as “Ohio’s Number One
Barnstorming Basketball team.”
The Times article reported on a game played
at the Minford High School gym between the
Ohio Stars and an especially-recruited Scioto

County team designated as the
“Portsmouth All-Stars.” Jim Gedra,
who coached in the Portsmouth
Independent Basketball League, had
put together and managed a ten-man
squad that included John Vournazos
(PHS 1952).
The Ohio Stars roster included
Francis from Rio Grande and former
players from Kent State, Case Tech,
Ashland College, and Ohio Northern.
The game was not a rout. Francis
was quoted as saying, “That was one
of the toughest teams we’ve had to
face this year” after his Ohio Stars
took a 95-89 decision. “We had a lot
of luck on long shots in the last
quarter,” Francis said. “Otherwise it
would have been a different story.”
The result set the
barnstorming troupe’s season
record at 32 wins and three
losses. They were to play in
Erie, Pennsylvania, later in the
week.
The Time’s Sports Editor
reported, “Francis himself was
somewhat
of
a
disappointment in the game.
The one-time Rio Grande ace
was scoreless in the first
quarter, but picked up eight
points in the next period. He
finished the game with 17. He
missed on
many shots,
some of
which didn’t
hit the board.
J o h n
Vour nazos
(PHS) and
Dan Gilbert
(Minford)
each had 21
points to
lead the
Portsmouth
All-Stars.”
Blaine Bierley

What the N&W Train Station Really Looked Like
Part of the mural on the Scioto Welcome Station is very
bogus and is depriving future generations of the interior.
Instead of using much of the same reference I used, the
muralist chose to ignore blueprints and use artistic license.
I now wonder about the authenticity of the rest of the
floodwall murals. I hope that the section will be repainted.

Bevo Frances

The Portsmouth Daily Times
September 26, 1955

i PRINTS
n
The
1955
trojan
student
m
u
l
PHS TROJAN A
PRINTS
But where is
the majesty?
AugustBI-MONTHLY
2005 • SendBY
news
photos to Frank Hunter,
Haven
Tampa,
FL 33607 • OHIO
Email CLASSES
fhunter@sptimes.com
Issue
30 & EARLY 1960’s
PUBLISHED
THEarticles
CLASSand/or
OF 1955
WITH 3379
NEWSHidden
& VIEWS
OFCt.,
OTHER
PORTSMOUTH
OF THE LATE• 40’s,
50’s

December 2012 • Send news articles and/or photos to Frank Hunter, 311 Como Ave. #105, Tampa, FL 33606 • Email samgabe@earthlink.net • Issue 74

A Washington Grade School
Success Story

Those of us who are older will remember
that the Portsmouth Board of Education
maintained a segregated grade school
system until sometime in the 1960’s. The
school for blacks was named after Booker
T. Washington. To be sure, our school
produced an enormous amount of
professions in different fields of endeavor.
My focus is on Chester Corbitt, a 1955
graduate of PHS.
In 1936, Willie and Rosetta Corbitt,
sharecroppers in Orangeburg County,
South Carolina moved with their two sons,
Walter and James, to Portsmouth seeking a
better life for their family. Later in that
union they were blessed with three more
children, Chester, Clara and Terriest.
Chester and I were in the same grade all
the way through our high school
graduation. Always very cerebral
academically, Chester was an all around
athlete playing football, baseball, and
basketball. As smart as he was his major
failure was attempting to teach me those
algebra functions for Nellie Niswonger’s
class. He earned 10 letters at PHS and even
caught several touchdown passes from me
on our 1954 Trojan football team.
Chester entered Ohio State University in
1956; first receiving a degree in physical
therapy. He then turned his attention to
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Grade Schoolers Start 1955 Football Schedule
The Grade School Football League
started play Saturday with nine games on
the schedule.
Three hundred boys are participating in
the program, said Richard E. Hopkins Sr.,
director of grade school athletics.
In the AA League Harding beat Grand
13-0: Scudder-Massie over Garfield 33-0;
and Wilson won from Lincoln 13-7. In the
A League North Moreland downed Holy
redeemer-St Mary 9-0; Highland blanked
McKinley 14-0, and Washingon romped
Lindsay 45-0. CC League games went to
Wilson over Lincoln 27-0; Garfield over
Scudder-Massie 6-0 and Grant over
Highland 25-0.
AA LEAGUE
Stanley Howell and Jim Smith scored a
touchdown each and Price Gammon added
an extra point as Harding blanked Grant
13-0
John Adams scored four touchdowns and
Bob Carpenter one as Scudder-Massie
rolled over Garfield 23-0. Carpenter scored
two extra points and Duke Hall was good
for one.
Wilson scored twice in the first half to
defeat Lincoln 13-7. Don Griffith scored a
touchdown and extra point for Wilson and
Norman Nichols scored a touchdown.
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My First OSU Football Game

I was a first quarter freshman at OSU,
having graduated from PHS in June of
1955. The first OSU football game that it
was my privilege to observe was played on
Saturday afternoon at 2 p.m., September 24,
1955, in Ohio Stadium before a partisan
crowd of 80,217--the third largest opening
day turnout in stadium history. The first
game of the 1955 season against the
University of Nebraska “Cornhuskers” was
played 3 days before the Autumn Quarter of
1955 officially started. OSU fans had high
hopes for the 1955 season; after all, OSU
was the 1954 defending Big Ten Champion,
having had a perfect season of 10-0 for the
first time in school history. They defeated
the University of Southern California in the
Rose Bowl, and won the 1954 national title
awarded by the Associated Press. Woody
Hayes was starting his fifth year as head
coach of the Buckeyes. His salary was
$15,000.
My vantage point for the football game
was from the dizzying heights of “C” Deck,
where most freshmen were located. The hair
on the back of my neck literally stood up
when the Marching Band took the field.
Over the ensuing years, the TBDBITL still
has that effect upon me. Please note that for
this little trip down memory lane I have
supplemented my faltering memory by
consulting a microfilm copy of the
Columbus Sunday Dispatch of September
25, 1955.
The odds-makers had favored OSU over
Nebraska by 26 or 27 points. However, as it
turned out that afternoon the Buckeyes were
hard pressed to edge a stubborn Huskers
team by 28-20! OSU was behind twice in the
game, but didn’t falter.
Ohio State went right to work, scoring the
first touchdown in four minutes of the
opening quarter on the eighth play of the
game with senior All-American halfback
Howard “Hopalong” Cassady scoring from
the 14 yard line. OSU led 7-0.
Nebraska came right back in another fourminute drive and fooled the Bucks on an

Jim Kegley’s Hi Notes

Fine dining has always been possible
through the decades of Scioto County’s
existence. The definition of “fine dining”
has evolved from the days of the building
of the Ohio/Erie Canal. The canal was
completed in 1832. The White Horse
Tavern on Second Street, was big then.
During the hey day of Ohio River steam
boat traffic, The Palace Café, was the place
to eat in Portsmouth, and the interior was
built to look like the dining room of an
elegant river passenger boat. The afterchurch crowd made it the dress-up place
to go.
After the Civil War, railroad
construction was in high gear, and
Portsmouth became a hub of three of the
largest railroads in the country: The
Norfolk & Western; The Baltimore &
Ohio and the Chesapeake & Ohio. During
the early 1900s Portsmouth had the largest
singly-owned railroad classification yard in

option play, sneaking through from State’s
nine-yard line to score six points.
OSU blocked Nebraska’s try for the extra
point and the score was OSU 7-Nebraska 6
at the end of the first quarter.
The Cornhuskers scored their second TD
15 seconds after the second quarter began.
Their quarterback took the ball out of
Frank Ellwood’s hands as the Buckeye QB
was poised for a pitchout and scampered 88
yards for a TD. They converted the PAT to
make the score 13-7 in favor of Nebraska,
a four-touchdown underdog.
OSU, under Cassady’s leadership, scored
again near the end of the first half and
kicked the extra point. The first half ended
with the Buckeyes in the lead 14-13.
Nebraska’s passing game was outstanding
for the first part of the third quarter. They
moved downfield eight plays in less than six
minutes and passed for a touchdown over
the head of defender Jim Roseboro in the
end zone. Nebraska’s PAT was good and
Ohio State was behind again 20-14.
Hop Cassady personally took charge of
getting Ohio State ahead again, taking the
kick-off from the one-yard-line to the Ohio
37. Both Cassady and Roseboro worked
together to put the ball on Nebraska’s 4yard line. Then Ellwood sneaked to the
one, and then Cassady made his third
touchdown of the afternoon, barreling
through the left side of the line for the
score. OSU converted again and was back
on top 21-20. Nebraska’s hopes of the
upset of the year faded in the closing
minutes of the third quarter.
Nebraska took the kickoff but fumbled
on their own 45 three plays later. Cassady
again took the ball down the field leaving at
least a half-dozen tacklers clutching the air
with dazzling broken field running of some
40 yards. Two plays later Ellwood sneaked
over for the clinching score and the PAT
put the margin at a safe eight points. OSU
28-Nebraska 20.
Cassady, starting his fourth and final year,
scored three TDs, covering 176 yards in 21
carries, better than an 8-yard average.

Ellwood, a converted end making his
debut in the QB role, had 79 yards in 20
tries.
OSU only tried three passes all afternoon,
and two of them were incomplete. Ellwood
completed one to Roseboro for 13 yards
and a first down. Coach Hayes explained in
his post-game press conference, “We weren’t
in a position where we had to throw.” This
was Coach Hayes’ 27th victory in five years
as OSU Head Coach.
An interesting sidebar to this opening
game was that only one sophomore was in
the starting lineup. He was a 168-pound
right end named Leo Brown, a 1954
Portsmouth High School graduate.
Although Ohio State did not repeat as
National Champions in 1955, their overall
football record gave this freshman pride in
his alma mater. In 1955 Hopalong Cassady
won the Heisman Trophy, and the team
again took the Big Ten championship with a
7-2 record. It set an attendance record of
490,477 and won in Ann Arbor for the first
time in 18 years with a 17-0 shutout in which
Michigan crossed the 50-yard line only onceon a penalty.
Interestingly, the OSU football victory was
not the top headline in the Sunday Dispatch
of September 25, 1955. President
Eisenhower had suffered a serious, although
not ultimately debilitating heart attack, while
he was playing golf at the Cherry Hills
Country Club in Denver, Colorado. The
President’s salary in 1955 was $100,000.
Blaine Bierley (PHS ’55)

the world. The N & W yard still stretches
from New Boston to Harmon Street.
When the Ohio/Erie Canal was
completed, Portsmouth was larger than
Cleveland.
By 1935, the Polk City Directory of
Portsmouth listed 137 restaurants,
everything from Johnson Adkins place,
1136 Eleventh Street, to Charles C.
Ziegler’s restaurant, 601 Chillicothe Street.
The Hurth Hotel and Dining Room, at
Third and Chillicothe Streets, operated by
Adolph I. Hurth was for top-of-the-line
dining in the Thirties and into the Forties.
I reported before that Sam Sommers was
the bartender at The Hurth Hotel’s Top
Hat cocktail lounge before signing on to
manage Harold’s Restaurant’s River Room
Lounge in the 1950’s. The Hurth was tops
well into the Forties.
I can remember that Robert Bass, the
former reporter for The Portsmouth
Times told me that he once had to go to
the Hurth to interview Bette Davis, the

Hollywood movie star, and she was rude
and insulting, and would not allow his
questions. Bob was an intelligent and
cultured man, and she made him so mad
that he “got his pound of flesh” by writing
a scathing report of the
incident.
Jim Kegley (PHS ’57)

My Friend Hop Cassady Today
Hop and his wife Barb have been among
my very best friends for many years here in
Tampa on Davis Islands.
We hang out in several of
the island’s bar/restaurants
several days each week. A
finer gentleman has never
existed and needless to say...
he is “Mr. Davis Islands”.
Frank Hunter, editor

Jim, George and Sam Kegley

PASSINGS
James Paul Drake (phs’58)

James Paul Drake, 75, of Portsmouth,
died October 23. He was an Army
veteran, and was retired from the
Southern Ohio Correctional Facility as
director of food services.

Lowell Barton(phs’55) BELATED!!

Lowell L. Barton, age 73, of Bellville,
Ohio, died October 18, 2010. He was an
engineer in telecommunications and served
as a technical consultant for many years in
some 60 countries around the world. His
wife, Dr. Jintana Barton, 6 children, 13
grandchildren, and 3 great-grandchildren,
survived him.

Three Anonyomous Writers

The Story of Carlos. A book by three
Portsmouth writers, two of
which are mentioned on
this page, that spoofs the
old “It was a dark and
stormy night” story. The
work is entirely off the
wall and is the story of an
illegal immigrant who
becomes a country of his
own at some point in his
life. The book has never
been published except on line and is
available for the asking as a PDF to be
read on your screen. The authors have
never admitted writing it and do not want
to be associated with the book in any
way. Anyone remember Bill Banchy?

A Few Author/Writers From Our Years at PHS With Apologies to Those Overlooked
Dick Burdette

If you grew up in Portsmouth in the
1940s and 1950s and love nostalgia about
our hometown, this is a read for you. Dick
Burdette (phs53), now living in Wellington,
Colorado, has published his latest, called
Samples. It looks at Portsmouth from the
perspective of those who
grew up in the ten different
and distinct Portsmouth
elementary school districts.
Each district had its own
history, personality, charm,
and a flavor all its own.
The book is based on
interviews with nearly 100
people who lived in these
areas in the middle of the
20th Century. Although each person shares
various and sundry memories about the
River City, they all agree that it was a great
era and truly a great place to grow up. Ten
members of the the class of 1955 share
their remembrances in the book: Larry
Dailey, John Eby, Richard Hill, Clayton
Howerton, Charles Lewis, Norma Lyon,
Dave Marting, Bill Meade, Bob Mohl, and
Jerry Warren. The book is dedicated to
Pete Minego, former Portsmouth Times
reporter and mentor of Burdette.
Jack Burgess has published a book
of his poems called It’s Always Gettysburg by
Pudding House Chapbooks

The Day Marlene Came to Town

When I was doing my research on the
old Harry Edmund Taylor Mansion that
was located at the top of Timlin Hill in
Portsmouth, I discovered that Hollywood
actress Marlene Dietrich stayed there one
night when she came to town for a war
bond drive during World War II.
This information intrigued me enough to
dig into the files of the Portsmouth Times
to find out more about the event. This is
what I found:
According to the Times, “It was a
monumental day when sultry movie star
Marlene Dietrich (age 41) came to
Portsmouth to promote the sale of war
bonds.” The date was June 24, 1942, and

Sam Kegley

Any discussion of authors who graduated
from PHS must include Sam Kegley
(Class of 1950). Sam is a retired
metallurgical engineer (Univ. of Ky.) who
lives in Westerville, Ohio. He is the author
of almost a dozen books; among them is
Excellence in Athletics in the Portsmouth Area
that deals with the
contributions made by
residents of
the
Portsmouth area in all
areas of athletics—
amateur and professional.
Some of the people
featured are: Chester
Corbitt (55), Curt Gentry
(55), Earl “Smoky”
Gibson (40), George
Heller ((39), Dick Hopkins, Jr. (45), Dick
Klitch (51), and Mike Swearington (54).
Sam has also published two books
entitled Acquaintances with Integrity. In them
he has interviewed dozens of people and
asks them how they define integrity and
how people of integrity have influenced
their lives. One of the interviewees is our
own newsletter editor, Frank Hunter (55).
Sam Kegley is the brother of George
Kegley (55) and Jim Kegley (57)
Jim Kegley is the author of Hi-Notes.
It is a casual look back at P-town, many
of which appear in this publication.
the occasion was to honor the city by
the U. S. Treasury Department for
outstanding participation in war bond
purchases. People from all over
southern Ohio and northern
Kentucky came to the Gallia Street
Esplanade to catch a glimpse of one
of the highest paid actresses of the
era and to buy more bonds.
While in Portsmouth, the Germanborn actress and singer (who
obtained U. S. citizenship in 1939)
toured many local businesses,
including the Selby Shoe Company,
the Norfolk & Western Railway,
General Refractories, Wheeling Steel,
Harbison-Walker Refractories, the

Jackie Brown

For the lovers of poetry, our own Jackie
Brown’s book entitled Now and Then is a
delight to read. She says this about herself
in the book published in 2002.
“Throughout the years, even some of my
dearest and closest
friends have called me ‘a
riddle wrapped in an
enigma’ and I have
understood what they
meant. This work should
dispel some of the
mystery they have sensed
in one who is equally an
extrovert and introvert
because a writer cannot
help but share part of his or her soul
when publishing a lifetime’s collection of
poetry.”
Jackie resides in Worthington, Ohio with
her brother Roger.

Blaine Bierley

I cannot leave out one of our own
writers of Portsmouth history for this
publication. I am sure that readers would
agree that Blaine should extract all his
articles from here and publish a book of
his own. His talents have taken us all back
into our childhood in a way that no other
voice can.
Blaine resides with his wife Carolyn in
Hilliard Ohio.
Ohio Stove Company, and Mitchellace. All
of these companies had over 90 percent of
their employees enrolled in war bond
purchase payroll deduction programs.
The climax of her visit was a “War
Bond Day” rally before a full house crowd
at Portsmouth’s Municipal Stadium. At the
rally the trustees of the Portsmouth Elk
Lodge presented her with a check for
$10,000, the largest purchase of the
campaign.
Dietrich passed away in 1992 at the age
of 90. In 1999, the American Film
Institute named her as the ninth-greatest
female star of all time.
Blaine Bierley ('55)

