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TV Dinners

Do you remember when TV dinners first
came out? I think it was about the time I
was a senior at Portsmouth High School in
1954. Frozen foods were nothing new
and had been around since the end of
World War II. However, the Swanson
Company came up with a “revolutionary”
product that was both appetizing and very
much at home in front of the television
set in the average American living room.
What really set the original TV
dinner--turkey, gravy and dressing,
whipped sweet potatoes with a pat
of butter, and peas--apart was
its appearance. The aluminum
foil container was divided into
three triangular sections: the
turkey in the larger bottom compartment,
set off by the bright green and orange of
the side dishes nestled in the smaller
sections placed above and around the focal
point of the dinner. Thanks to the divided
tray, it looked like a scientifically balanced
meal--the kind a nutritionist or home
economist might prepare. I’m sure that
turkey was chosen for the first TV dinner
because it usually was a big meal, a festive,
once-or-twice-a-year meal when served at
home, a menu associated with the holidays
and good times. It was a boon to our
mothers--a labor-intensive meal with the
convenience of a frozen entree.
The Swanson marketing folks had
obviously given a lot of thought to the
packaging of their product. The carton
showed the full-color dinner positioned so
that it made up the picture on a wood-grain
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Remembering Phil Moore

TV
set,
complete with
two prominent tuning
knobs. The knob on
the left carried the
USDA inspection seal
and the one on the
right was blank, to
accommodate the
retail price to be applied at our
local Schaefer’s or Alber’s Super
Markets.
It was as if Swanson was telling us that
it was okay to change our traditional
eating pattern and move from the kitchen
or dining room to eat in front of the
television set. The TV dinner was as easy
as tuning a dial, too. This was an

Remember
These?

important
consideration for our
busy mothers who could
even throw away the dirty
dishes after her family
had dined in the
company of their
favorite TV stars.
All
things
considered, as I reflect
back, this was a
significant beginning
of much of the advanced food
technology that was to come in the
future. Little did we realize what
genie had come out of the bottle.

The Current State of
Portsmouth Schools

Some sixty years ago there was a tragic event
in Portsmouth, Ohio, that influenced both the
city and especially Portsmouth High School. It
occurred on a 107-degree afternoon less than a
week before Labor Day and the soon-to-begin
1953-1954 school year.
Seventeen-year-old Phil Moore, one of PHS’s
most outstanding scholars and popular students,
was killed in a diving board accident the
afternoon of September 2nd at the popular
Terrace Club Swimming Pool on Kendall
Avenue.
Taking time off from his summer job at the
Cycle Inn on Coles Boulevard, Phil traveled
from his home on Ridgeway Road with his\\
friend and PHS classmate Gary Benton (‘54) to
the pool, arriving about 1:30 p.m. There the two
were joined by other friends, Kenneth “Sonny”
Ledman (‘53), Barton Fish (‘54), and Dave
Spence (‘54).
The accident occurred at about 2:30 p.m.
Friends were watching Phil as he dived from the
ten-foot high board into water that was about
9½ feet deep. Evidently diving too deeply, Phil’s{
head struck the bottom of the pool causing
severe skull damage.
As his friends watched him dive and not\
emerge quickly, they assumed that he was trying
to see how long he could stay under water. An
unidentified boy first discovered Moore was\
injured and called for help. Terrace Club
Managing Director and Lifeguard Pat Mitchell
(‘23), Sonny Ledman, and Gary Benton were\
among the first to reach Moore. Ledman and
Benton both were on the diving board and
plunged in the water to aid. All were involved in
lifting Moore’s inert body from the water onto
the second pier.
Lifeguards Pat Mitchell and Ruth Oakley (‘50)
together with Katherine Foster, a student nurse
at Mercy Hospital, immediately began the
administration of artificial respiration on the
pier. Thomas Williams, an off-duty Portsmouth
fireman, who was swimming nearby, assisted
with the resuscitation efforts.
Responding to an emergency call, Portsmouth
Fire Chief Howard Kiebler and several of his
firemen were quickly on the scene with rescue
equipment and joined in resuscitation efforts.
Also responding to the call for assistance, two
prominent Portsmouth physicians arrived
shortly after the fire department. Dr. William E.
Scaggs and Dr. Walter H. Sisson were carried to
the pier on stretchers by a group of youth who
were eager to provide assistance of any type.
When resuscitation was started, Moore’s pulse
was at 20 beats per minute. His pulse rate was
built up to 60 beats per minute, but,
unfortunately, consciousness could not be
restored. When respiration and medical aid
failed to revive the youth, the physicians on the
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Grandma Bierley & the WCTU

While I was looking at some microfilm of
the May 1957 issues of the Portsmouth
Times, doing some research for the PHS
Class of 1955 newsletter, I came across an
article about my Grandmother Minnie
Bierley. The article stated that she had been
elected as president of the Portsmouth
chapter of the Women’s Christian
Temperance Union (WCTU). I
remembered that Grandma was outspoken
about drinking from things she spoke
about at our church, the old Manly
Methodist on the corner of 11th and Clay
Streets. I did not remember much about
the WCTU, and it inspired me to do some
research on the organization.
The WCTU was the first mass
organization among women devoted to
social reform. It was organized in

Hillsboro, Ohio, back in 1874, and its
purpose was to create a “sober and pure
world” by advocating abstinence from all
forms of alcohol and evangelical
Christianity.
In the 1950s the organization had a
membership of over 250,000 women in
every state of the Union. Requirements for
joining the WCTU included signing a
pledge of abstinence from alcohol and
paying membership dues. Their pledge was
“I hereby solemnly promise, God helping
me, to abstain from all distilled, fermented,
and malt liquors, including beer, wine, and
hard cider, and to employ all proper means
to discourage the use of and traffic in the
same."
I don’t recall much of anything at all
about Grandma’s participation in the
organization, but I do know that she ran

an alcohol-free household. On the side, I
don’t think my Grandpa Bierley concurred
completely with Grandma’s ideas. I can
remember on more than one occasion
driving to visit relatives over on the West
Side with Grandpa (sans Grandma) in his
Model A Ford automobile. Usually, on the
way home, he would make a quick stop at a
bar on Market Street, leaving me in the car,
for a beer or two. His admonition was
always, “Now let’s not tell Minnie about
this!”
To my surprise, I found that the WCTU
remains an internationally active
organization. And, although temperance
norms have lost a great deal of their power,
they have a membership of about 20,000 in
the USA and chapters in 36 other countries
around the world.
Blaine Bierley (PHS '55)

PASSINGS
Larry Thomas (phs’57)

Lawrence "Larry" R. Thomas, 74, died
Sept.25. He retired from General
Telephone Co.. and held an Assoc. of
Electromechanical Eng. degree.

Sanford R. Kline (phs’58)

Sanford R. Kline, 74, of Sciotoville
died September 23. He served in the
US Army. He worked for the City of
Portsmouth until retiring in 1998.

Linda Lozier (phs’56)

Linda Lozier Jones, age 74, died
September 26th. She brightened the
lives of many with her painting and
expertise in art and antiques. Linda
was a prize-winning equestrienne and
riding instructor.

Bob Bierley (phs’59)

Robert “Bob” Bierley, age 71, passed
away on July 10, 2013, in California.
He was a 1959 graduate of PHS and a
retired employee of United Airlines.
He is survived by his sister, Betty
Bierley Holling (PHS 1955).

Del Rice
My three watercolor illustrations represent the history of railroading in Portsmouth as I remember it. The N&W at the Gallia Street crossing near
Williams Mfg., the B&O at 10th and Chillicothe beside Tracy Park and the C&O across the river at South Portsmouth.

I believe the year 1948 was a high-point of
our city. How many cities of this size had the
rail transportation that we once had? Three
railroads.
The B&O did not carry passengers but it
carried freight to and from Southeastern
Ohio with connections to other rails such as
the nearby DT&I. The N&W had the second
largest marshaling yards in the nation second
only to the C&O yards at Russell Kentucky.
The C&O had three named passenger trains
offering service to Washington D.C and

Cincinnati (the George Washington, the Fast
Flying Virginian and the Sportsman). The
N&W also had three named passenger trains
offering service to Norfolk and Cincinnati
(the Powhatan Arrow, the Pocahontas and
the Cavalier). The C&O freight line to
Columbus crossed the river at Sciotoville
while the N&W ran daily passenger service
to Columbus.
Note the “shuttle bus” waiting to take
passengers downtown to the Hurth Hotel
where the railroad maintained a ticket office

at that time.. In earlier days the C&O
provided an elegant passenger ferry service
from a point behind the South Portsmouth
(KY) station and a stairway downhill to the
river. We know there was an earlier ticket
office at Front and Chillicothe Street so I am
guessing that was also the ferry landing in the
city.
For anyone interested in originals or prints,
please see my web site at fineartamerica.com/
profiles/frank-hunter.html or just “google”
Frank Hunter Tampa. Frank Hunter

The Portsmouth area has had many athletes
who have gone on to fame and glory and
one of the best was Delbert (Del) Rice Jr.,
(phs’41) who, not only was a noted
professional major league baseball player,
with the St. Louis Cardinals and other
teams from 1945 to 1961, but he also had a
four-year stint as a professional basketball
player with the Rochester Royals of the
National Basketball Association from 1946
to 1950, one of the few athletes who stood
out in both professional sports.
I can remember that Del Rice's father still
lived in the family home at 1604 Robinson
Avenue, Portsmouth in the 1950's. DelJr.
had been an outstanding basketball,
football, track and baseball player for
Portsmouth High School before signing as
a baseball lree agent catcher with the
Cardinals in 1941. He played professional
baseball until he was 39 years old, when he
becarne a professional baseball coach and
manager until his death in 1983.
Jim Kegley (phs’57)

Info Needed For Website

Our 1958 Cheerleaders:Mary Alyce Staten (58), Betty Baughman (59), Emily Purdem (60), Joan DuPuy (60), Sue Schisler (59), & Kay Galyean (58)

Most of you know that the PHS Class of
1955 has a Website. It is www.phs1955. It
was designed, maintained and financed by
Tom (Tj) DuPuy. It has great things on it,
and they are easily accessible: graduation
photos, biographies and family pictures,
many reunion photos, all of the newsletters
from 2000 and a memorial section, honoring
our class members who have passed away.
Tj is interested in updating and expanding
the biographical section. Would you please
take some time and tell your classmates what
is going on in your life now and how your
family has grown. Send your material to
Tom DuPuy, 65 Eagle Glen Drive, NE,
Cartersville, GA 30121 or email the items
and pictures. His e-mail address is
tj@depodio.com.

Dick Hopkins Dies
Portsmouth lost a true icon with the
passing of Coach Hopkins at the age of
86 on October 6, 2013, at Grant Medical
Center in Columbus. He graduated from
PHS in 1945 and served in the U.S. Navy.
Hopkins earned a bachelor’s degree in
education from Miami University and a
master’s degree from the University of
Illinois. He was hired at PHS in the early
1950s as a teacher of physical education
and an assistant basketball and football
coach and as head baseball coach. In
1957 Hopkins moved to Grandview
Heights, a Columbus suburb, as head
basketball and head baseball coach. He
also served as Grandview High School’s
Athletic Director. He returned to
Portsmouth in 1970 as Director of
Physical Education and Athletics. In 1975
he was named head basketball coach and
led the Trojans until 1981. His record was
101-34 (.748), which included two district
and regional titles and a Class AA state
championship in 1978. His father,
Richard “Red” Hopkins, Sr., was
the Trojan’s coach of the 1931 state
champion basketball team, making them
the only father-son coaching combination
in Ohio to win state titles. In addition, his
undefeated 1979 Trojans were the Class
AA Associated Press poll champions. He
was a member of the PHS Hall of Fame,
Ohio Basketball and Baseball Coaches
Halls of Fame, the Grandview Heights
Hall of Fame, and received the 2003
Naismith Meritorious Service Award
from the Ohio High School Athletic
Association. Richard Hopkins is survived
by his wife of 63 years, Virginia, and his
three sons, Rick, Tom, and David.

Randy Tucker Band 1950

This may shed some light on a
previously published pep band story about
the firing of certain members by Einar
Helstrom in 1955 just after the first game
or two of the basketball season. That
event may have been one too many for his
quick temper. Seems he had to cope with
the problem some five years before.
The 1950 “pep” band was also popular
for high school dances but a squabble
arose with the local musicians union since
two of the members belonged to it. The
union wanted the entire bad to join or else
those two would be forced to quit.
Helstrom was the director of music and
he probably fired those who were union
members immediately

Tom Swope, Bill McAfee, Steve Clark, Row
Two: Dick Kerns, Ralph Layton, Dick Multer,
Amos White, Elmer Humphreys, Randy
Tucker. Not shown Ed Moritz.

Remembering
Joe Berthe

I was asked by the editors
of the Alumni Prints for
some memories of Joe
Berthe who graduated from
Portsmouth High School in
the Class of 1955.
Remembering what little I
do about Joe always lifts my spirit. He was
a tremendous trombone player, and we
joined together, along with Ralph Riggs
(‘55), Sam Skaggs (‘56), and Tom “Flip”
Phillips (‘56) as part of the Pep Band at
PHS during my junior year (1954-1955).
When Joe graduated he went into the Army
Band, although I do not know where he
was stationed. Sam Skaggs and I entered
the Army at the same time after our
graduation and were both stationed at Fort
Knox, Kentucky, in the 151st Army Band.
Sam was later shipped to Germany, while I
remained at Fort Knox for the duration of
my three-year term of active service.
Joe and I corresponded with each other,
but were never able to see one another.
After his discharge from the Army, I
believe Joe went directly to the University
of Alabama to continue his music career.
I do remember him writing me and asking
me to come join him at Alabama after I was
discharged, but already being married and
with a child, college was not an option for
me at that time.
One of my fondest memories of Joe was
a time when he and I went to the Cycle Inn
on Coles Blvd. He always said he could eat
a whole chicken by himself along with all
the trimmings. The Cycle Inn was offering
a deal on Cycle Burgers. Eat five of them
in thirty minutes and they were free. If you
didn't make it you had to pay for them. If
I remember correctly, they were 50 cents
apiece. He made it through three of them.
Not having any money he had to go home
and get money from his dad to pay for the
burgers. My dad would have laughed me to
scorn. I had no choice but to eat them all
—ad nauseam.
I do know that Joe later married, became
a teacher of music in West Chester,
Pennsylvania, was a member of the local
musicians’ union, became somewhat of a
swimming and diving buff, had two (I
believe) daughters who were also very
gifted in the water (one of them was close
to making the U.S. Olympic Team), and
became a born again Christian, serving his
local church as music director.
Unfortunately, he passed away in 1994 at
the age of 57.
Joe was very inspirational to me in those
younger years, and I'm sure he was loved
and admired by many in his later life.
Bob Neal (PHS’56)
Ed: I too, have fond memories of playing
with both Joe and Bob. Bob was a very
good trumpet player and moved quickly to
first chair having won first place in the high
school state awards for three years in a row.
I am reasonably sure he also won state or
regional awards while in grade school also.
It was a privilege to sit behind you and
know you.
Frank Hunter (phs’55)

